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INTRODUCTION.

THE Biography of extraordinary persons
of either sex 1s, perhaps, of the various kinds
ot history the most instructive and entertaining ;
- and the remarkable occurrences in the lives of
such persons, when faithfully delineated, can-
not fail to excite the warmest sympathies of the
huinan heart, and hence engage it -to emulate -
virtuous and noble actions, or to oppose those
evil inclinations, or circumstances, which tend
to degradation ; its objects are well expressed
in our immeortal Bard’s definition of the Drama:

* Whase end'and purpose is to hold as “twere .

* The mirror up 0 Nature: toshew Virtue her owa
' ¢ fcature, :

¢ Scorn herown image, and the very age and manpev

¢ Of the Time, its lorm and pressure.”

Aided by this species of history, we sce the
human character as it 1s influenced or deve-
loped by the natural dispositions and endow-
ments of individuals, the impulse of prosperous
fortune, or the thwartings of adversity : we
view the hero in the bustle of public lite, with
every faculty on the stretch, encrgetically strug-
gling against misfortunes, and -emerging with
dignity, and undismayed ; we thenee follow him,
into his retirement, and look with guriosity how
such men have conformed to lile’s peacelul
duties. ] -

Therefore, no literary productions are so
proper for the early study of youth, or more

. worthy of cultivation : for, as nonc can be more
delightful or more instructive, uone can more
cerjainly enchain the heart, by irresistible in-
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terest, or more widely infuse Instruction to
every diversity of condition. It exhibits the
human character in every possible form and
situations It not only attends the hero throngh-
all' the bastle of public- life, but follows hnm
to’ his- most sequestered retireiments. It-shews-
how distinguished pursouages have been- in-
volved in misfortunes and difficulties ; by what
means they were extricated, or with what de-
gree of fortitude, .dignity and virtue they dis-
charged the various-functions-and - duties of the-
situations - tltey have filled ;- or ‘sustained vicis-
situdes; sometimes presperous and sometimes-
adverse, of’ a-chequered ‘and. a fluctuating life.
In such narratives, men of’all ranks- must-
feel themselves intercsted ;. for the high and the
low, as they have the same faculties, the sane
senses, and the same passions, have no less -
similitude in. their pains and pleasures ;. and
therefore, in the page of honest biography,
those whom fortune: or nature have placed.at

the greatest distance, or:the lowest situations: = .
of life, afford instruction to those who read:.' -

their adventures, The life of Napoleon Bona-.
parte, once a conqueror and an emperor, and
-the life of Jeremiah Grant, once .a successful.
robber, and now an executed malefactor, -1uay,
in-many instances, afford-the most salutary les-
sons. - The actions of such men. must impress
upon the mind a love of virtue, and a hatred
of vice ; will produce equal abomination. to the
rapacious conqueror, who lays countries waste. -
with- fire and: sword; and. the midnight incen-
diary, who consumes the habitation of a private.
individual, and ‘murders the proprietor for the
suke of plunder. .. o
Cewesar, and- Christian Wolfe, the German
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robber, are equally examples, the one to the
ambitious, who would, from lust of power, sa-
crifice the libertics of his country, to enjoy the
exercise of tyrauny over the rest of mankind ;
the other, who, from idleness and vice, would
prey upon the fruits of the indudtrious and the
rich. Both experienced a punishment due to
their crimes; both died sacrifices to the venge-
ance of public justice.

The adventures of Grant, by noon-day, and
by midnight darkness, which form the facts de-
tailed in the following narrative, are founded
in truth ; they were penned down frem his.own
information by a young gentleman, betwcen the
short space of three days previous to the day
of his execution, when he knew his fate to be
inevitable, and ‘after he had made up his mind
to separate from life with Christian resignation,
and religious faith. He dictated the events of
his history at a time when every expectation.of
pardon, or even of reprieve,was hopeless—when!
every motive of falschood was silent—and the
repenting mind was urged by the maost powerful.
consideration for deciaring the simple truth, and’
nothing but the truth. Declarations made in
such a situation, so solemn and so awfu), must -
be considered us the strongest evidence that the
facts promulged, are not impeachable ; and,
indeed, such declarations are considered, when
used as evidence by a person dying, under the
infliction of a mortal wound, as creating an
obligation equal to that which is imposed on a.
witness by a positive oath, giving testimony in
a court of justices He felt that he was in sach.
a state of mortality, as must inevitably oblige

um soon to. answer before his God, for the
trath or falscliood of those assertions, which Lie
A2 ‘
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communicated for the speeial purpose of having
them published to the world as his confession
. and dying words. This hie did with a contrite
heart, at the moment of approaching dissolu-
tion; when he felt the hand of death grasping
his hedrt 5 and when his only consolation was
in confidence that sincere repentance, through
the sacrifice of our blessed Saviour, would pro-
tect him trom perdition, and mereifully insure
salvation to bis soul.

It is our hope, in publishing the incidents of
this man’s lite, not merely to satisfy public cu-
riosity, but in some degree to become benefae-
tors to mankind, and by pointing out the men-
tal feelings,  which constantly attend and tor-
nment practitioners in evil doings, deter dissolute
and idle youth frem pursuits whereby vice mas-
ters virtue ; and if even one wretch be reclaim-
_ ed by .the examples hercinafter set forth, we

shall feel ample compensation for the trouble we
liave voluntarily undertaken. ‘The habitual
operations of licentiousness and wicked princi~
ples, which, by reprobation, we can not hope to
eradicate from every bosom, we may, perhaps,
expel from a few contrite hearts, or at least prea
vent the innocent and unwary from falling into
courses which inevitably lead to destruction.
The Scripture says, ‘ the Ethiop can not
¢hange his 'skin, nor the leopard his spots ;”
hiit this does not apply to the nature of man,
Who, though born in sin, becomes purified by
repentance—as is finely illustrated by the de-
- ¢laration of penitence and faith of the thief on
the cross, whose soul accompanied the spirit -of
our blessed Saviour, to the eternal bliss of hea-
yen. h -
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Vice is a moaster of so hideous mein,

" As to be hated, needs but 10 be seen ;
Yet seen, too oft’, familiar with her face,
‘We much endure, then pity, then emorace,

!]-EREMIAH GRANT, whose Adventures,
accompanied by many bair-breadth ’scapes, by

flood and field, are faithfully narvated in this -

biographical sketch, made his first entré into
this perilous world at the village of Moyne, near
the town of Thurles, in the barony of Eliogarty,
in the county of Tippcrary.

The father, unfortunately for. the son, died
when the latter was about nine years of age.—
He was proprictor of a comfortable farm, which
he industriously superintended, and was a man
of moral, tair, and upright character, and, as

such, very much respected by all who knew
him; cven though of a warm temper, tcna-

eious of what he considered his rights, and given
to litigation, -+

)

N
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Grant lamented Lis parent’s death with un-
fuigned sorrow ; but youth soon superscdes the
violence of grief, and in a shert time he reco-
vered his usual cheerfulucss ; yet he never forgot
the gratitude Le owed to so affectionate, and
indeed too indulgent a parent; and happy it
would have been for him, had this affectionate
father been capable, by precept and example,
to have planted in the breast of his child those
principles of morality and religion' from which
spring the finest feeling of the heart—a love of
virtue.

- Grant had an uncle, .on the paternal side,
bIr. James Grant, of the Turret of Finner, near
Urlingford, who possessed a competent pro-
perty in leaschold interests, and whose lands
were plentifully stocked with Dblack cattle and
sheep. Having no child, he adopted his 11e-
phew, and declared him his heir. He urged
hini to improve his education, and Grant ap-
plied himsclf to bookss but, alas! he had to
regret, through life, thata country school-master
is scldom capable of enriching his pupil's inind
with morality, or instilling the divine doctrines
of religion into a juvenile understanding. "This
jlliterate pedagogue was incapable of correctiug’
animal passions, and utterly destitute of mental
powers. ] :

With his uncle Grant lie became a great fa-
vourite, and a spoiled boy. e was allowed to
indulge, even to excess, in rural sports and
pastines—sources of idleness and vice-~as hunt-
ing, shooting, hurling, horse-racing, und that
crael amusement, which cannot fuil of harden-
ing tlie beart, in some degree, the barbarous,
though termed royal, sport of cock-fighting.—
"The conviviality of the table, at fairs and other
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public meetings, and the circulation of the
glass, consumed his evenmg; and the, night
war generally dbsnpated in the granﬁc'ltlou of
those sensual passions, to which exercise and a.
vigorous constitution are powerful stimulators,
but in which virtuous love has _very little share.
IHe was sttached to theladies, who all admired
his vivacity, though some complained of his im-
pudence; and havmg money at command, the-
profligate and mercenary of “that sex were ate
tached or pretended to be attached, to him..

“But exclusive of his engaging manner. Sy Grant‘
was endowed with, strong athnctwe powers from _
nature ; he was. in hel"‘?lt at least six feet orie, -
athletic, and-well proportloned in 'his persons
with a kind, open countenance; an’ ‘excellent’
complexion; and his hair, which he wore
cropped short, was thick, bla\,.s, and shining as
“jet,  His;conversation, though not reﬁned, was
good, humoured ; and his, feitures, to his lnslr,:
moments, were, cheerful and smiling. He nei-,
ther represented an Helculea nor an. Apollo.
Belwdere, but he was, between both ; and take
him all in all, his appeayance was mterestmg,
both in figure, features, manners, and conver-
s,'mon., =

But though Grant long continued in & course
of dlsslpatlon, he at last felt the truth of Louth’s
observation—¢¢ Love is the bond apd cement of
¢ society ; the spirit and spring of the universe.
¢ Love is such an affection, as cannot properly
“.be said to be in, the soul, * as the soul o be in/
« that.”—He felt the whole man_wrapped up
into one desire; and that was, to obtain the
“affection ofan obJect that fascmated his eye, and
ﬂped hls heart !
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He was not conscious, but so it was, that he
had made a very deep impression on a young
lady, before declaring his passion for her.—
‘[his aflection caused a complete chauge in his
pursuits and in his manners; he was her con-
stant attendant, and deserted his former com-
panions and his vulgar amusements. She
guessed the cause of this reformation—she was
herself the cause. No wonder a man, qualified
as he was, “should be admired. He at this’
time possessed rude health, sprightliness, and
amiability. He danced with grace, sung with
- taste, and played on several musical Instru-

ments. After a very short courtship, they both
felt the influence of that tender passion, which

“Virtue begs, and Virtue grants.”

L]

~ An union was the natural consequence of this
reciprocal affection ; and both had in view, long -
after their marriage, a continuation of conjugal-
happiness. The lady possessed a moderate for-
tune in her own right, of which her husband
received a consider:ﬁ)]e sum in gold, long before
accumulated by her father fer her marriage por- -
tion, and the death of Grant’s uncle vested in
him s handsome property. Her family, who-
resided in a neighbouring county, were tonky
. respectable ; but comnplying with the wish ofGer
unfortunate husband, in the last hours of his
life, when his wile, next to his soul, was the
principal objeet ‘of his solicitude, we suppress
her maiden name, ‘and place of her birth, al-
though it may disappoint the curiosity of many.
inquisitive readers. , : -
Grant, at the time of. his marriage, was but
nineteen years of age ; his wife was still younger;
—a very early ra for embarking in the world.

b
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However, he prudently resolved to settle him-
sclf as a gentleman farmer, and by industry to
provide for the support and comfort of himself
and his wife, and to acquire a provision for:chil-

" dren, if Heaven should bestow upon them those
blessings. '

In consequence of this resolution, very much

owing to the advice of his amiable partner, he
became lessee for a farm, consisting ot several
acres, under a considerable grazier, then of

Loughman, in the county of Tipperary, but 5[5

now deceased. On the land there were erected
a grist and tuck mill; and Grant had every

reason to hope that on this land he would enjoy .

domestic comfort, peace, and happiness, and
that the profits of his farm would afford his
family, if not the luxuries, at least the neces-
_saries for living,

To this farm he brought his wife, who applied
herself to the superintendance of his family con-
cerns with strict attention, cheerfulness, and:
spirits. The morning dawn smiled on their
happiness, and at night they reposed in con-
tent. They had, in o few years, seven chil-
dren, three of whom, two sons and & danghter,
‘with their widowed and disconsolate mother,
survive their ill-fated father, to grieve and la-
ment his ignominious and premature dcath.

Here it 1s just to observe, that Grant’s appli-
cation to business, and attention to domestic.
duties, are conclusive proofs that at this time
he possessed a heart replete with ‘connubial and
paternal affection; and yet, ¢ pity it is tis true,””
the taking of this farm, as a means to provide
for 'his family, ond establish an independent
competency, was the source from which flowed
the disappointments, misfortunes, and evils,

g

-
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which followed him through life,-and ultimately
i]unged him into a vortex of vice, from -which
“he never recovered, and which ultimately ter-
minated in a sacrifice of his life at the shrine
“of public justice. B
The specific agreement, under which Grant
_took the farm, not being fulfilled on the part of
“his landlord, a suit at law was commenced, and
“carried on with much asperity, by that gentle-
"man; who, as is too often the casc, being a
“man of opulence, as well as malevolence, was
" énabled to oppress his tenants, under the colour
of justice. He was master of money, which
“Grant had not, having expended his - pittance
considerably in agticultural improvements and
__'})urchasingvslock; and having to deal with a
itizious spirit, which neither equity nor con-
~cession could-assuage ; who took advantage of
-every delay -and every ‘sharp practice which the
Jaw permitted, and by thus mancuvering, cavsed
very heavy expenses - to fall on Grant, which
considerably cxhausted his. remaining finances,
~-In August 1809, rent being due to-the land-
Tlord, he cxecuted a warrant of distress 5 .and his
‘steward, to whom the warrant- was- directed,
‘proceeded, under .the special dircetion of his
“Inaster, -to sell by auction a few stocks, or.hives
of bees, which stood in_ the garden, belongin
to'Mrs. Grant,: and which she had reared -and
‘took great delight in attending. She earnestly
objected to this distress being sold ; pointed out
gattle on the-land, -and requested they might be
distrained instead of her honied store: . Her
solicitations, however, were rejected by the un-
fecling steward, who proceeded ta. the sale. of
the little insects and - their curious habjtations.
Again she implored for the emancipation of
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those industrious fabricators of wax and pro«
viders of honey, and even accompanicd her
request with tears; but in-vain !—The steward
was ingxorable, He had. regeived special diy
rections from his master to seize and sell.the
bees ;- who well knowing the warm: temper of
Grant, gave those peremptory. orders; hoping
thereby, as may be presumed, to provoke his
tenant to commit some act of rashness, of which
he could afterwards take legal advantage,. and
satisly his resentment by a-prosecution atlaw.
Uonfortunately, the malignity of the intention
had the.desired effect.  Grant_ havipg- arrived
at the garden during the contest, provoked by
the insults his wife had received from-the stew-
ard, and irritated by the unnecessary oppression
of the transaction, lost his prudence with his
temper,, and. by an- act of temerity, nat to-be
excused, though it may be palliated by the ine
ritement, became the wilful" victim of his per-
secutor’s -malevolence, and put himself within
the powerful fangs of the law, by rendering
himgelf liable to-a criminal prosecution for &
capital affence,
A Iiﬂe»ﬁ..rstl interceded, at length he became
enraged, ‘at the persevering conduct of bis
landlord’s instrumient, of malice, the steward,
who proceeded. to sell the bees, there being
some bidders present, brought for the purpose
of becoming: purchasers. ‘Grant opposed the.
sale with viplence ; & contest ensued, in which
mapy bard blows were given, and received;
and Grant being . nearly overpowered by numw
bes,. brayght out 4 pistol from his house. A
secoud :contest now: taok jplace’; -and Granty.
high.in blood, from the blows he had received,
§9m¢4‘th¢.slﬁﬁtél:at.tbf:hsxﬁward- The pigtol,
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however, did not go off, but burned priming.
The flash from the pan terrified the seizers,
and like some pusillanimous Cesars of antiqui-
ty, and a few heroes of modern times, they
made that kind of precipitate retreat, which
tmplies, in vulgar patlance, ¢ the devil take the
hindmost ;” that is, the recreants fled, and the
steward led the van, over hedges and ditches;
instead of covering the rere of his corps; leav-
ing Grant, like Amadis de Gaul, sole master of
the field, after beating a giant and half a dozen
recreant knights, S

Though the battle for the bees was neither
attended by loss of life or limb, wound, scrious
bruise, or considerable injury, beyond & Lloody
nose, which rendered the steward’s chin and
cravat incardine; and though it can' not be
blazoned forth like a Parisian bulletain, or, as
has been occasionally the case, of a London
Gazette, ‘with a list of killed, wounded, and
taken-prisoners, it became necessary to detail
Ininute circumstances ; following thereby the
immortal Plutarch in his biographical histories,
not daring, however, to draw a comparison be<
tween that immortal collector and writer of
anecdotes, and the humble manuscriptorialist,
who scribbles the life of poor Jeremiah Grant;
and in future, following the great example al-
luded to, prolixity shall be avoided, and con-
ciseness mark the stile of this work. :

Grant’s landlord, on the return of his stew-
ard, - attended to his account of the affray,. and
viewed his rubied nose, mouth, and garments
with infinite satisfaction.. He ‘causéd his- de-
feated and -battered domestic- to attend - forth-
with before a justice of the peace,  as horrid
in appearance as raw-head and bloody-boties,
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and swear informations, charging Jeremiah,

under the Act of Parliament, imputed to the

Lord Chief Justice Lllenborough, of merciful

memory, which makes the intent to murder,

like an actual murder, felony, without the be-

nefit of clergy.—But having made this obser-

vation, it is but fair to say, that the noble and

learned lord denied the fact of being parent to

this sanguinary statute, written, like the laws .
of Draco, in blood!

Tle offence thus charged being capital, and
of course, hanging by the neck till dead being
the consequence of conviction, Grant became
much alarmed; and being informed that he
could. not be bailed Ly justices of the peace,
and probably not by a judge, as the steward
had sworn home ta the- facts, without stating
any mitigating circumstances, retired to bis
former habitation at Moyne, where having
confidential fricnds, he concealed himself in
‘safety ; leaving his wife, with his children, at
the farm. :

Thus, this unfortunate man’s intention of
honestly carning bread for his family, was over-
turned, and the means he took for that com-
mendable purpose, in becoming a farmer, was
converted into the cause of -his ruin in this life.
Poverty at first bowed down his spirit ; he be-
came thoughtful and sullen; he could not im-
prove the profits of his farm ; and he was de.
prived of freedom, and precluded from labour,
‘the last refuge of an honest man. From this
eera he panted for regaining liberty—Dbut he did
not pant after revenge. o

His misfortunes and his evil doings, may be
dated from the seizure of the bees; bur the
landlord is dead ; so no more of him—* a liog
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Preys not upon carcases 3> and Grant, previous
to his death, and after stating what he had suf-
fered on his account, with religious fervency
declared,—*¢ I forgive you, from the bottom of
my heart, for the injuries which your malevo-
Jence inflicted on me and my family, and it is
my hope that God hias also forgiven you.”

At Moyne, urged by necessity, in order to
retrieve his losses, He was induced to become a
partner in an illicit distillery, privately erected,
some time before, at that place, and carried on
by friends.

His partner, whose name it would riot be just
to publish, was expert at that trade. Ide not
enly understood perfectly the chemical art of
extracting spirit from corn and other materials,
but was an adept in the practice; and Grant;
who was a very adroit pupil, soon became dex~

trous, active, and skilful in making that slow’

poison, whiskey, which the partnership vended;
not pro bono publico, like Astley of London’s
punch, in small quantities, but pro malo publico;
311 Jarge portions, to the inebriation of the pea-
santry, and destruction of their industry and
morals. .

This trade turned out profitable, .beyond
Grant’s most singuine hopes, and lie continued
a partner for a considerable time; biit while'hée
was industriously employed in chiesting the re-
venue of the King’s duties, a son of his land-
lord came on a visit to'his father’s house, from
the place where he resided:

This young gentlemaii, who was of a frillant
disposition, commenced an ‘dcquainitance with
Miss Grant, a sister to Jeremiah; and suéceed-
d, as was reported, not witlicut force, iif viokis-
ing her chastity; and what ‘is more to be Ia-
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mented, not only polluted her person, but de«
bauched her.morals; expelling every principle
of virtue from her heart; and, by the aid of -
drink, blasting those delicacies which naturally
bloom- in beauteous blush upon the modest
cheek of women, and renders them amiable and
beloved by man. _

‘The seduction of the sister reached the
ears of her brother, who felt acutely for the
degeneracy of so ‘near a relative, and the
honor of his family ; which was to the full as

" respectable as that of the seducer ; and his dis-
tress was, if possible, increased by the reflec-
tion ‘that the blemish originated with the son
of his enemy, whom, he doubted not, triumph-
ed " in -her disgrace! Urged by resentment,
which suggested revenge, he resolved to be con-
vinced of the truth, the scandal being then only
in report, and for that purpose took several

_opportunities of going privately from Moyne
to Loughman, by night, fearing an arrest if
he appeared in the day. ‘He had a younge®
brother, John Grant, with whom he consulted
on the subject of his sister’s dishonor, and who
also had imbibed, from observation, strong sus-
picions of the intrigue. He instructed him to be
particularly watchful on the conduct of his sister
and her suspected paramour, in order todiscover,
to a certainty, whether the connection between
them was meretricious, or a courtship with ho-
norable union in view ; forthough Grant had
communicated his suspicions to many friends
on the spot, they knowing the warmth of his
‘disposition, ‘though they had-no’ doubts on the
subject, concealed their opinion from him. = * - _
- The young gallant being informed that the
brothers of his mistress Euspected the intrigue,

T 2
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and being cautioned to avoid discovery, which
would bring down upon his devoted head the
full force of their fury and vengeance, commu-
nicated with the lady, o the mcans of prevent-
ing detection. Iler fears were equal to his
own. o .

Her mind being depraved by passion and
attachment to vicious sensuality, she entered
into a conspiracy for removing both of her bro-
thers from interrupting its indulgence. 1t may.
be recollected, that information of a felonious
fact had been sworn against Jeremiah by his
landlord’s steward- To place his brother John,
in a similar perilous situation, was the result
of the confederacy between his sister and her
paramour ; - and accordingly, on 'the 22d of
March, 1810, informations were sworn against
him, by charging, that, as the young Gallant
was riding from his father’s house at Loughman
to Templemore, between the hours of eleven
and twelve o’clock at night, John Grant fired
a loaded gun at him from behind a ditch, with
an intent to murder him, and that he exclaim-
gdy ¢ I am sorry 1 missed you!”

A Justice’s warrant to apprehend John Grant,
was immediately obtained: and he not having
the slightest suspicion of such a charge having
-been made against him, was arrested on the en-;
suing day, and committed to the bridewell at
Templemore ; as was Jeremiah two or. three
days afterwards, being taken near Borrisoleagh,
by the son of his Jandloid, assisted by a strong
party of the Templemore yeomanry. :
. 'The keeper of the bridewell having a warm
and sincere regard for the Grants, confided in
their integrity, and permitted them, on parol
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of Yonor, to reinain that night out of the pri-
son, Lut not to leave the town. They accord-
ingly went to a public house, where they were
joined by several friends, who sat conversing
and drinking till near day-light, when they re-
turned to the custody of the keeper-

- Thie following.day they were transmitted to
Clonmell, guarded by an escort of Captain Car-
den’s yeomanry, and accompanied by several
police men. :

~ At-about ten o’clock in the morning, the pri-
soners, the corps of bold yvomanry, and the
intrepid police-men, halted for refreshment,—
for the bravest (roops can not march without a
supply of belly ammunition-—~at a village or .
townland called Beloughbee, near the residence
of Mr. Jacob, of Mabarna. John had proposed .
au attempt to escape, but Jeremiah would not-
assent, and persuaded John to -concur with
him; being satisfied by his solemn assuranccs
that he was :innocent of the charge sworn
against him, and ‘that it was a fabrication of
bis prosecutor, in which be also implicated his
sisters o S

" But, conscious as Jereminh was of having
violated the law, and that his life depended
upon the construction which a Judge might
give an act of Parliament, and the verdict which
a complaisant jury might pronounce in concur-
rence with that construction, whereby he might
suffer the punishment of death, very prudently
determinied -in his own mind to decamp, if a
favourable "opportunity offered; but this de~
termination he did not communicate even to
John.. . :
¢ ‘Having ‘been" conducted by the. escort a7z
wilitaire, that is, with arms ready for action,

v
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into the house, Grant procured them the best
‘cheer the ccllar afforded. The spirits of the
party soon became exhilirated ; they tippled,
they sung, they joked, they laughed; some
slumbered; and .others laid their arms against
the wall ; in this state of high glee, prudence-
was lulled asleep, and fun alone was waking.
Jeremiah now perceiving a favourable opportu-
nity. for emancipation, suddenly sprung from
his seat—flew throogh the door, which he fas-"
tered behind him—and left his guard in utter
astonishinent, stultified, and staring, with gap-
ing mouths and. goggle-eyes, like so many
huntsmen, when poor wearied Reynard, after a .
chace, expected-to be successful, makes his
cscape, and leaves the dogs at fault.

On forcing the door, the guard .saw a coun-
tryman. outside, whom they immediately put
upon interrogatories ; and he took special carve
to give them such answers as completely misled
them in the pursuit. S

. After consultation, these excellent guardians:
of their -prisoner concluded it would be useless-
to pursue game, of which they had no certain-
scent, and in the countryman’s account the
placed no confidence, it being delivered with-
hesitation, prevarication, and prolixity, calcu--
lated to.deceive them, and consume time, :

Grant escaped into Mr. Jacob’s-wood, and
got into cover, where he lay completely con-.
cealed, and renovated his strength by a com..
fortable sleep, which, as the inimitable Cervan-.
tes says,  surrounds a man like a cloak,” and
banished from his perturbed mind . all recollec-:
tion of the evils suspended over him. .

The military party, some staggering, some
walking, and some yawning, proceeded with
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their prisoner John Grant, to Clohmélly where
not having been again tempted by that diabeli~
cal seducer,—not Belzeebub, but as infernal
a dpirit, the devil Potteen,—they lodged him:
safe in the gaol .of Clonmell 5 the governor ‘of
which citadel, and a niost- excellent,- humane,.
yet strict governor he js, being of course in-
formed of Jeremiah’s -escape, secured John as
fast as it was in the detaining power of bolts
and bars of irou. ' '
The -assizes for the county of Tipperary
commenced on the following day; when Johm
was brought to the bar, and arraigned.. The
indictment charged him with wilfully and mali-
ciously shooting at, and discharging a gun;
loaded with gun-powder and a leaden bullet; at
and against the prosecutor, with an intent ma-
liciously ‘to kill'and ‘murder bim. The Cleik of
the Crown did nét, on this solemn occasion]
forget to inteirogate ~—¢ Culprit; how will you
be tried #”- To which -John, by direction of
the gaoler, respondedy ¢ By God and my couns
try;” when the aforesaid Clerk of ‘the Crown;
with religious solemmity, ejaculated the usual
prayer used on such occasions, ¢ 'God send you
a good deliverance.” John's Solicitor having
some reasonable doubts upaen the effects of this
technical orison; should the trial of his ¢lient
bé hurried on; prepared an affidavit, which be-
ing-swWorn with - the usual solemnity, and con=
taining all the reguisites; and the usual fee for
swearing being paid, . the trial was, without
argument; postponed till .- the -ensuing assizes,
and-John was reimanded to gaol: '
- _Jeremiah; soon as he thought pursuit after
him had cooled; and favoured by the envelope of
night, departed from .the wood. -Attracted by.
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affection for his wife and young ones, he went'
to Moyne, and arrived there without any ad-
venture. Herc he consulted with Mrs. Grant,
and she agreed to accompany him, with her
children, to North America, and every possible
expedition to accomplish the voyage was com-
menced. On this account he adopted the
strictest caution, scarcely venturing abroad,
even under the covert of darkness: His re-
treat, however, was betrayed by some false
confidential, who gave information to the Tem-
plemore corps, which was received with high
satisfaction by those bold and hardy ycomen,
who made as great preparation for appreliend-
ing this private individual, as if he had been
at the head of a large party of rebellious in-
surgents. "

" The yeomen having loaded their arms, and
being conducted to the place of his retreat, by
the same person who had formerly caused him
to be apprehended; the house was surrounded 3
the yeomen entered, and he patiently submitted:
to arrest. ‘Indeed, an attempt 1o escape would:
have been - futile, if not fatal.- For perfect se-
curity, his wrists were encircled with iron ma-
nacles ; and he was placed in the very center
of the corps, who fulminated reiterated threats,
that if he made the slightest attempt to regain
liberty, a discharge from their fire-arms should
blow him off the face of the earth! These
threats, and many unmanly insults, Jeremiah
bore with -the ‘patience of a philosopher, and
the silent contempt they. deserved. He march-
ed with thiem to Clonmell gaol, withont deigne
ing to indulge them:with the slightest answer
to a number of questions put to:iim, and was
inunediately confined in a strong cell. . -
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* Soon ‘after this event, which- almost broke
'tbe heart of Mrs. Grant, and deeply affected
the feelings of his little ones, his degenerate
sister began to experience compuuctlon for the
-dissolute_ life she had led with her paramour.
In her juvenile days this girl was strongly at-
tached to her brothers Jeremiah and John, and
they were constant and kind in fraternal atten-
tion to her. Their misfortunes, of which- she
was, in a great measure, the cause, revived her
affection to ‘them, which, though it had long
slept, had never died. But, for the partner of
her guilt, whom she now ¢onsidered the prin-..
<cipal persecutor of her brothers, satiety, the
consequence of repeated enjoyment, where lust
alone, devoid of sentiment, controls the mind,
had for some time: produced a total apathy in
her mmd, if not a sated hatred to her seducer.
Their assignations. for some time had not been
frequent 3 “she felt herself repudiated in a great
measure from her paramour’s affection, and de-
spised by-those who were her former acquaint-
ances. Her pride was burt; and the corrodings
of jealousy stung her brain almost to madness.
She execrated - the persecution of her brethren
by her lover and his father ; and frequent quar-
rels on this account took p]ace between hel and
the former partner of her bed.

Inflamed and warring passions at last gene-
rated implacable resentment—and concealed
revenge. - It may, indeed, be questioned whe-
ther . Thalistres, the Amazonian, when at the
hend. of her warlike heroines, ever thirsted more
for-the’ blood of an enemy, than this ‘wretched
womian thirsted “for the blood of the man-who
-had often ‘slept with ‘her on the same: bolster,
cheered by hervoice, subdued by her entxcement,
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and liad revelled in-her arms 1=Indecd, it may
" be said-that neither Jydith, who cut off the head
of Holofernes, for .the honor of Heaven and
the good.of the Jews; nor Jael, the wife of Ha-
ber, who, enticing the .wearied Sisera.into her
tent, saying ¢ Turn.iny, my lord, turn in to me,”
and having refreshed him with milk, and sopth-
ed him into a slumber, with a hammer in her
hand, went softly to him, and smote.a tent nail
into his temple,—acted with a, more determined
and: sanguinary purpose than the sister of the
“Grants. To preserve the lives of-har -brothers,
she determingd ou the murder of her, seducer;
and to perpetrate that murder by treacheryd
He was, as has been intimated, the only witr
ness- against John, whase life depended on .the
credit which might be given to his:1estimony;
and .was a supporter, on.the part.of his fathet's
stewayd, in: the prosecution.against ‘Jeremiab.
“L'his enemy. tp her honse, she resolved to- dis-
patch bevand the Styx, beyond that  bourne
from which notraveller returns 32 and though
. most probably she never read the baok of
Judges, or any. other part of the holy. Scripr
tuves, yet the.plan of sanguinary destruction
she adopted, was strangly similar to-that ¢on-
ceived and executed by Jael upon Sisera. She
assumed reconciliation ; she seduced.the unfor-
‘tunate man into that cabin near Loughman,
‘where oft’ she had indulged with him in sgenes
of -foul concupiscence. ‘This temple of Venus
-the meritricious, . was naw tp;be canverted -into
-a-temple of Moluck,. for the isacrifige of: 4. hu-
;pn_victim.  Under a pretence of renovating
Jlove,. she decoyed. him - to -her:bed, and when
sunk. in. sleep- and inghriety, she  became:;his
gein,  and with o heavy_stone-beat..out: his

R
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The last. declarations of Jeremiah, under
those impressions of repentance, religious awe,
and certain death, set forth in the introduction
to this narrative, sanctifies the assertion with
the evidence of truth, and clears the brother
from having bad tbe slightest participation or
previous knowledge of this horrid murder.

The cruelty which marked the death of the
youth, -and the circumstances which attended
it, struck horror into the hearts of the two

“Grants. Il was immediately discovered ; the
murdress was arrested, and committed to Clon=
nell gaol; and very soon suffered the punish-
ment due to hier crime. Being tried at the en-
suing Spring assizes held for _tﬁe county of Tip+

_perary, and being convicted en the clearest
evidence, which she could neither impeach nor
controvert, the wretchcd woman was, pursuant
to the usual. sentence in such cases, executed
the second day after, and her body delivered
to the surgcons of the county hospital, to be
dissected and anatomized.

The spirit of prosecution now increased
against Jeremiah ; his landlord was irritated
at the death of his son, and thought to impli-
cate Grant’s whole family in the murder of the
young man. The horrid circumstances attend-
ing that shocking transactiou, and the motive
which induced it, naturally rouzed the father
to “vengeance, and raised a general prejudice
against all . suspected to have been any way
(_:onc_erned in the perpetration, either by assist-
ing, encouraging, or advising. '

) Jeremiah,  his wife, brother, mother, and
sister, were charged by the landlord as confe~
derates and aceessaries, and the public Jlooked
forward, asthey generally do, without. inquipy,

G ~ e
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as'to their innocence or guilt, for their trials,
conviction, and execution.

Mrs. Grant, that is, the wife of Jeremiah,
endowed .with 2 very sttong. mind and excel-
lent understanding, with calmness and per-
ception ef thinking, not often found with fe-
males, particularly in the hour of distress,
instead of lamenting in despair, reflected on
procuring an honorable acquittal; and for
this purpose she applied to, and obtained a
letter from D——, Esq. of Dennypark, to Mr.
Lidwill, of Drummond, a gentleman of a truly
honorable and humanc disposition, and dcep
penetration. There are indecd few men of more
excellent talents, or endowed with minds more
superior to the . influence of public report, or
liability to be imposed upon or biassed by pub-
lic clamour, which, like common fame, is ofien
erroneous, and not seldom false. They, with
other gentlemen, friends to public justice, and
enemies to private oppression, investigated the
charges against the incarcerated family of - the
Grants ; discovered their fallnciousness,. and
extracted the.truth. .

The consequence of this humane interference
and inquiry, was what justice required, a vin-
dication of the innocent, and conviction of the :
guilty. There were, however, particular cir- -
cumstances in the several cases of these wretch-
ed people, which secured them from death.
The Judge’s charge was, as it ought to be, in .
tfavour of the prisoners; he adminjstered jus--
tice in mercy ; and the jury gave favourable’
verdicts. Grant, they conceived, .acted under
the influence of passion, highly provoked, and
not. with" such. malice .as the law, requires to.
copstitute: murder. The. sister; as has been
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stated, was capitally .convicted, and .suffered
the penalty of the law. Shewas hanged ; her
brother John was, transported ; and her mother
was shortly after discharged from prison.
Jercmiah was acquitted of the capital crime
" of which he stood indicted, namely, -discharg-
ing a pistol at Gleeson, steward to his land-
lord, who had distrained the bees; but was
" found guilly of -a misdemeanor, for which he
" was sentenced to twelve months imprisonment 3
- which, considering the provocation he had re-
cecived, was rather bordering on summum jus.
‘Jeremiah -suflored his confinement with stoic
" philosophy ; -he neither railed at the judge,
- the, jury, or the witnesses; and what coniri-
buted much to this patient -conduct, was a re-
“solution of great prudence, to abandon his
* country,-and seek bread by honéest .industry in
. aforeign'land. . C _
‘At ‘the expiration of his confinement, -he
. was_greatly reduced in circumstinces.” He had
suffered excessive expense in-defending his own
"life and the lives of bis relatives, and in their
. support, with very slight resources for supply ;
his money, his goods were nearly exhausted.
The fees of a clerk of the-crown, a sheriff, and
gaoler, with a hundred calls for disbursements
.of cash, are also so exorbitant, that a prisoner
_can scarcely live or die like a gentleman.
"Thus reduced to penury, thus poverty strick-
en=-a wife and children starving, he had no
means :of satisfying the calls of dire necessity,
-and prevent these alliances to his heart from
“perishing ;—no honest friend to give assist-
ance ;—ifrom him at least five of the seven
.works of mercy were withheld. He ‘may be
~compared to Ishmael in the scripture; his-
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hand against every man, and every man’s hand
against him. ' '

In November, 1811, he accidentally became
acquainted with a man named Egan. This
worthy associate, by his own account, was a
dealer in, but, in truth, a stealer of horses.
He introduced Grant to one confederate, of
the same occupation, of the ancient tribe of
Carty, but not inheriting with their ancient
blood a single particle of those honorable prin-
ciples which, in days of yore, when Irish kings
sat on the mount of Tara, distinguished their
sept ;s—and the Egans were equally degenerate.

These merchants in horse-flesh purchased
from various thieves several animals, stolen and
_Yed away from different places, particularly from
stables and pastures in the county of Cork,
which Grant bought from the middlemen, sat
a considerable under price, and swopped; or
otherwise disposed of them to other chapmen
and dealers, who, in their turn, became ven-
ders. This species of trading was not confined
to the Egans or to the Cartys, as -many per-
sons of ostensible good characters in the coun-
try, made profit in the same way ; but it is to
be hoped, that all those persons, as some have,
will renounce so scandalous, so criminal a mode
of making profit, and bringing on themselvés
condign punishment ; for which reason; tlicir
names, and convicting proofs of their several
effences, are here suppressed. : R

Information being given that Grant had pri-
vate dealings with the Carty's, Egan, and
others, in the horse trade, he was arrested, -
and ¢ommitted to Clonmell gaol, by Mr. Mil-~
let, of Thurles. From thence he was trans-
mitted to Limerick gaol, on the informatlon-df
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a-resident in that county, who swore, -that a
dorse, stolen from him some time before, was
then in -Grant’s possession. On -this” charge
he was indicted  at the following assizes of
Limerick, and tricd for the felony; but the
prosecutor failing in evidence, he was aequitted,
and no other charge appearing against him,
.once:more regained. his hiberty.

On being discharged, e again returned to

Moyne, s if his fate continuaﬁy attracted him
‘to ‘thut unfortunate spot; and herc again he
‘began to contemplatc on abandoning his coun-
try, «and -going -with his family to the mew
world, rather than .risque, by fresh offences,
what -often disturbed his rest, an involuntiry
voyage to ¢ kingdom come.”,
At Moyne he experienced two or three days'
quiet, when one of the ‘Carty’s with ‘whom he
-had been associated, was ‘taken prisoner, by
-Mr. Stecle, an excellent, upright, and active
-magistrate of the Queen’s:county, on a charge
-of ‘stealing horses, and, by his warrant, com-
mitted to Maryborough gaol. ‘The first law ‘of
nature, '“self preservation,” occurred to this
felon’s recollection, and eradicating the maximh
of ¢ honor ameng thieves,” he volunteered, as.
an informer for the -crown, or which is. as‘ap-
propriate 'a term, king’s evidence, and swore
several informations,. in-expectation of life and
seward; or as -he himself deolared, when sex-
amined, his conscience and -love of public
justice. ‘ . .

These informations charged several persons.
in the neighbourbood  of Moyne with horse-
stealing, and with receiving horses, - knowing'
them to have been stoleh particalaily Geant, -
This charge: oomingrcto his knowledge, he r¢-

' . 8 ' :
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tired to a place of concealment,” which dire ne-
cessity forced him to abandon ; and, in the
month of March 1812, he made his appear-
ance in the neighbourheud of Cappawhite and
Donohill, and resided there, without lear or
disturbence, for six or seven wecks.

His fame quickly spread over the country.
The high roads were considered unsafe, and the
inhabitants of the towns were kept in conti-
nual alarm by the nocturnal irruptions of the
gang. Grant became 2 terror to the country
people, and the officers of justice were in con-
tinual pursuit of him, from the hope of ob-
taining reward. Tor a time he was so fortu-
nate as to foil every attempt on his liberty,
}n.xt no great zeal was shewn to eugage with
im. :

On the first of May following, a party of
military, accompanied by a civil officer, march-
ed from Tipperary to the louse of a man
named Allis, to execute a warrant, founded on
a green-wax process. They arrived at day-
break, Grant was in bed asleep; the house
was surrounded ; and Allis hearing the dogs
bark, was alarmed—he locked out, saw the
soldiers, and concluding it wuas Grant they
were in search of, went to his chamber, and
awoke him. Rouzed thus suddenly, without
waiting to” dress, he flew up stairs and leaped
out of a window, alighting on a poor goose,
then lying on the ground. The same bird that
ence saved Rome by her cackling, now pre-
served Grant from injury, who, from the
bruised body of the goose, got into an orchard
at the rear of Allis’s house, plunged, warm as

~be was, from bed into a river, und in safety
reached the mansion of another friend.
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In a few days subsequent to this cvent,
Graut having determined again to seek safety
by lcaving his native country, though obliged
to part from his wife and family, till good for-
tune should enable him to send for them, he
proceeded to the city of Waterford, and -
agrecd with Mr. Penvose, a merchant, to tike
his passage to Newloundland, on board the
ship Emulation, captain Roe, then lying in
the Cove of Cork, which vessel was to sai% on
the ensuing day. Maving taken a scat in a
coach, he urrived at Cork that night, and went
to Cove the ensuing day, in order to embark,
but the vessel had .commenced her voyage the
preceding day, and he was, of course, disap-
pointed. . . - N o _

With deep regret he .returned to Water-
ford, and wiih the assumed name of Jeremiah
. Dwyer, paid for his passage a second time to
Mre Quan, a merchant, on board. the brig
Polly, commanded by Captain Redmond. In
this vessel he made a pleasant voyage to Saint
John's, Newfoundland, without accident or ad«
venture, aud in full hopes, by meeting a com-
fortable settlement, to be soon enabled to write
for his family. _ . . ' i

At Saint John's he engaged with a person’
named Hooan, for the space of two summers
and one winter, for which service he was to
receive thirty-sx pounds. His employer was a
parsimonious, ill-grained, selfish hunks ; kept
a penuricus table, scarcely .allowing  himself
sufficient victuals for nourisbment, and Grant
stiil less; and scanty as.his portion was, it
was of the worst and most insalubrious kind
the market, or the settlement, could afford,
This miserable wretch also accumulated a most
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enormous bill against the poor adventurer for
cloaths and other necessaries; so.that; having
no. oney to receive utthe expiration of his
time, ‘he determined on returning to Ireland,
and suns ceremonie-took ‘what is called French
leave of his Amervican patron; a necessary pre-
caution to -avoid arrest fordebt-and long-con-
finement. Iudeed he had no alternative ; for
by the ocal-law of Newfoundland, the servant
can not part from the master without his per-
mission, and-that indulgence -Grant, who was
literally-n slave, ‘had no chance of procuring 3
not-only beciuse his attention-to business, and
other services, were of great use to his employ-
er, - but also ‘because the debts he owed "hin
would operate as an irremoveable detainer-on
hisperson, and -probably have incarcerated him
for life ; ‘having mo mercy to -expecy from the.
creditor-he dreaded. , B :
For these reasons, and finding We-could not
merge from -indigence, or render -any service
1o his family, in bhis -present deplorable situn-
tion, be secretly embarked on board a return«
ing ‘brig, and without experiencing any re-
markable occurrence at ses, safely arvived in
Ireland, in December 1812, -
- Unfortunately-for this unthinking young man,.
he revisited ‘Waterford, where he met his old
- aequaintance Egan, -who then resided in - that
city. - Here he reinained some weeks, with this.
nefarious companion, having préviously written
to his wife to join him. - With this unhappy
artner-of ‘his bed, and-ebject of his affection,
he consulted on his perilaus ‘sitvation, and by -
her advice, resolved wpon making application:
10 some of the Jeading gentlemen and justiees
of the peace in the county of Tipperary, to in=
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terfere with - Government “for clemency, by
granting him a pardon, ‘whereby he might be
permitted to continue in his former place of
abode ut Moyne, frec from prosecution, and of-
fered competent security for his future good
behaviour, and keeping the peace. 'This offer
was not complied with, and Grant was again
precluded from’ applying himself to industry far
support. = - - - L
“Probably, however, the proposal would have -
been acceded io, and repenting Grant would
at this day be a living and industrious ‘member
of society, cnjoying Eomestic happiness, not a$
he afterwards was, an executed felon, ‘but for
threatening "letters, to which some insidious
private enemy had forged. his signature, and
caused to be delivered to- Mr. Steele the ma~
" gistrate. e BRI
Thus he was again cast out apon the world ;
yet his spirit remained active, and heé deter-
mined to acquire, if possible, an honest means -
to support himself, his wife, and infant family;
for which commendable purpose, in'the month’
of . May, 1813, he-took a house ‘and small por-
tion of land, “in" the parish ‘of Collcna, - in  thie" .
county of  Waterford. -- i : {
- That county was at this eera ripefor disturb-
_ance; but his prospect in residing therey, was
heither robbery, conspiracy, nor sedition ; but'
with a view that being remote from his former’
abode, and heing secluded from all intercourse
with his former companions, and free from the
future persecution of his cneinies, which, like
‘the sword of Demacles, had long hung suspend-
ed over his-head—he might live in peace and
, ‘comfort 3’ and he soon attained; by his ‘cantious
‘eonduct, the churacter of u worth v honest tnan,
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_enjoying in-the socicty of his consort and chil-
. dren, with sobriety and frngality, the comforts
. of .domestic tranquillity 3 and the respect of all
-his neighbours, with whom he had any dealings.
Those blessings were mercly temporary ;—
that villain Egan, who followed him like an
-evil spirit, discovered his retreat, and éntercd
. his, quiet.dwelling, as the subtle fiend and arch-
traitor Satan stole into Paradise, “and, by. dia-
.bolical temptations, caused thic:commission of

- origindl sin.by our primitive parents. -
.. This adept in wickedness, by cunning.and
.assurances of impunity, succeeded in again-se-
.Qucing Grant to become a dealer .in :stolon
.horses; and information having been privately
jeonveyed,-probably, by some confederate, from
.expectation.of rewardy.to. Major. Kane of.Cap-
poquin, this active magistrate dispatched .a con-
.fidential:and subtle constable,. named: Fitzmau-
.Tice, to & temporary barrack.in the neighbour-
+hood, .where a. small party of.the North-Cork
.militia .were, then quartered, authorizing, by

.warrapt, the arrest.of Grant.

.. The party.surrounded . Grant’s house, at the
~.dawn' of day, on or about the first .of Angust.
The clattermg of their arms .awoke him ; and
.he suspected the cause of the noise. They en-
;tered the ‘yard, which was in front; he’saw
.them . from a.window, .and his suspicionswere
~confirmed., .. . . L
. There being..no window .in .the - rere "of his
.bed-roem, he'took.a loaded harse. pistol in one
Jhand, and some ball cartridges in .the.other,
lesiring Einn. who happeues to be with him,
rto arm with a pitchfork, and assist in making
«the-best defence, and,. if possible, to effect their
. escape,. by.a sudden .sally, from . ihe, back
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Qoor, and so force their way through the mi-~

litary,

But cournge was not a quality in Egan's
constitution;{ile. was as superlative a coward:
as he was an infamous thief: Grant’s spirit was.

~ animated, by danger, even to rashness ; but

danger sunk the heart of Egan into pusillanimi--

ty. A sudden ague afflicted him from head to

foot 5 he dared not grasp the pitch-fork ;—the
recreant wretch, shaking and 'terrified as if he
had been standing _haftered at the -gallows,
slunk under a bed, for concealment, almost an~
nihilated by his apprehensions. '
Grantperceiving he could expect no assistance

froni. Egan, retired to a room where there was.

a back window ; and directed -his wife to open
the street door, which the soldiers were at-
tempting to force-in, b battering with the
buts of their muskets. . %Vhen she went ‘out,

he ‘piled a quantity of furniture against the.

chamber door,. determined to ,break throu h
the window, when the party should get admit-
tance,-and begin to attack the interior barrica-

do he had erected. "Heé then, ‘covered only’

with his shirt, forced through the window and °

dropped outside, the pistol falling from his
hand ; but instantly recovering, wiﬁi his usual
agility he leaped. the yard gate, and was im-
mediately seized by a féw soldiers, stationed on
the outside. With these. men he experiencel
a'hard struggle ; in which_he displayed extra-

- ordinary strength and " courage,.and was not -

ovcrpowered till o reinforceinent of twelve pri-
vates, with'a serjeant, came up. . Then consi-.
deting - that “further resistabce would be,inefs
fectual,’ like rmany, other herogs, ancient and:
inodbrn, as he could o longer give bittle, and
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retreat was impossible, he surrendered at dis-
cretion.

The. party triumphantly, and vociferating
praisc on their own prowess, though in num-
ber eighteen to one, conducted their prisoner
into his own house, wherg they prepared to
pinion his arms with ropes. Three sentinels
were placed at the outer door with loaded
muskets snd fixed bayonets, and three more
were employed in searching the apartments;
while the others were busy outside assisting
onc of their comrades, whom Grant, by his
athletic exertions and pugilistic skill, had ses
verely bruised, battered, and wounded on his
head, back, belly and ribs, and who, like a bull
beaten at a ring, in contest with a dog of the
staunch breed, wus torn to tatters, bellowing
and bleeding most plentifully from the nostrils
and mouth, :

Fitzmaurice, the civil officer, who plumed
his crest on the victory obtained over Grant,
and who alrcady anticipated " the receipt of a
considerable reward for the service, was placed.
as guard over the subdued hero, as a special
sentry, armed with'a pair of loaded pistols, one
of which was cocked. . Grant, whose presence
of mind never failed him, even in a moment of
danger, but was ever on the alert, stood coolly
‘meditating in sullen silence, the best means of
escaping; and seeing an opportunity, with
clenched fist, applied a. scientific blow beneath
the left ear of the constable, which stopped the
circulation of blood in the jugular, and caused a
temporary apoplexy, that brought his carcase’
to the ‘ground,:-where he lny kickine and
sprawling like one of those Trojans who' fell
baneath the kauckles of the muscular Dimede,
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the Greek, oryto change the comparison, the
puissant Patroclus, after recciving a knock-
down salute from the mighty Trojan hector,
the son of Priam. :
Yes, down fell the conservator of the peace,
his arms clanking as he fell, and stretched on
his mother earth, he lay bleeding and moanin?
and almost senseless, for some minutes; while
the conquering hero flew to the door, and as
Palmarin of %Snglnnd overturned giants and
necromancers when they came across him, so .
Grant overturned three of the North-Cork mi-
litia-men, who mounted -guard, though favonr-
cd ~by the magic authority of a legal warrant,
signed_ not only by one of his Majesty’s justices
of the peace, but also one of his Majesty’s ve-
‘teran majors. o _
Three of these soldiers his prowess plunged
into a mantled puddle, scummed over with
duck meat, from which they emerged not in
perfect scarlet, as they fell, but in a kind of
geen uniform, rather resembling that worn by
e rebellious united Irishmen, than military
men cnlisted to fight for the right and prero-
gatives of his Majesty’s crown. . '
. Fitzmaurice having recovered his legs, and
got on his feet, made a push after Grant, and
obtaining a view, discharged . oné of his pistols
with effect, after the flying enemy ; -two, of se-
veral slugs, for there were many in the barrel,
f)qne'trated_ the flesh of his right thigh ; but
uckily the bone escaped fracture, ‘though his
nether parts were not shielded even with a pair
of breeches. " Notwithstanding this wound in
the rere, . or seat of - honour, and although se-
veral other shots, were fired after, and whizzed
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sbout his ears, yet running swift as Acteon,
_ when changed into a stag, and pursued by his
own blood Lhounds, he escaped the waylike North
Cork corps, and got into a wood, at about
half a miile distance, they pursuing with a full
cry of tantivi, tantivi, hark forward |
“The absence of the soldiers in their chace
after Grant, gave Egan an opportunity to crecp
from under the bed, which he performed with
the timidity of a hare, and one of those quali-
ties of a run-down fox, which often tukes
hunters by the nose, ‘without the least resem-
blance to the scent of civit, or otto of roses.
The rascal, for that time, escaped the fangs of
the law, which otherwise would have grippe_d‘
and dragged him to that justice which all such
fellows deservedly come to, and is consum:
mated at the gallows. _
Some of the defedated militia men took post
at the verge of the wood ; others ventured in,
to search for the fugitive, but without effect.
He, though smarting from the severity of the
wound,  and ‘suffering under “encreasing pnin
by every motion, and"bleeding very copiously,
got under shelter; where like some of those
errant knights who subdued monsters in brutal
and in human shape, in dcfence of fair and in-
jured dames and damsels, whom ‘they allowed
to be violated .only by themselves, he officiated
as his own surgeon. He tore off part of his
shirt, with which he made a shift' to bind ‘up
the apertures made by the slugs, and thus stop-
ping“the hemorrhage, he remained under co-
vert, afflicted with pain; and almost as naked
as- a new South “Wales Indian, until night
spread her sable mantle over the hemisphere.



33

Then with cautious step he made his way to
lilmacthomas; and here his evil genius, Egan,
came again across him. The §c011ndrel.,. sup-
plicated, whined, and even cried for recorn-
cilintion—but cowaydice was a baseness unpar-
donable in the opinion of Grant, who, with
contempt and deserving opprobrious epithets,
repudiated the wretch from all further con-
nection, and pever saw him more. Indeed it is
not improbable but he has since exhibited his
last scene on that stage whereon such criminals

geverally make their last appearance.~So
exit Ecan, , )

Grant again joined the disconsolate pértnei
ofhis worldly cares, and removed lier and his
family to the town of Enniscorthy, in the
county of Wexford, where he intended; if pos-
sible; to seclude himself from the knowledgo
of his vicious companions,, to. form. new. can-
nections, and totally (o renoimce;t’hed’angemtis
life he had pursued, and which had stamped:
infamy upon. his character, and had so often
led him to the very verge of the grave: , This
was about the middle of September, 1813.

is house was in the vicinity of the town ; and
here, for some weeks, he supported “his family
by « making war against a sea of troubles,”
1n the best way he could. But it was with great
difficulty he kept that wolf, hunger, from . the
door, and the cries of his children for victuals
often assailed his ears, and created the most
acute feelings in his breagt.
}']Unfortunate]y this wretched husband and fa-

ther venfured to make an excursion to the town
o

rainama, in the county of Kilkenny, situ-
ated .&bpq:‘. ﬁfteen miles . from. Enniscorthy.
Deep as' his distress was, and unable to satisly -
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the craving of those who looked up to him for
bread, his conduct is not to be vindicated. - His
mission was to scll two fat sheep, bronght ro
him by one Shanrahen, who had stolen them
from a gentleman named Ratclift. For this
dangerous undertaking he was to receive a con-
siderable part of the purchase money , but at
the very time he was in the act of publicly dis-
Eosing of the sheep, his person was recognized
‘by a fellow passenger, who knew him on ship-
board, on his return from Newfoundland, who
shook him heartily by -the band, and saluted
him with an exclamation, ‘¢ Ah, how dost thou,
my friend and shipmate, Jeremiah Grant "

This unfortunate salutation, innocently made,
immediately raised the curiosity of the by-
standers, and Grant perceiving himself stared
at by many, became alarmed. He left the
place with precipitation ; and when he had
proceeded in haste about two miles towards En-
niscorthy, hearing the trampling of horses in
his rear, and turning round, he saw two
men, well mounted, in full gallop. His saga-
cious mind instantly suggested that these per-
sons were in pursuit of him ; on which he im-
mediately unharnessed the beast he had under
the car that had conveyed the stolen sheep,
mounted, and rode off as fast as possible.

He was right in his suspicion: he was pur-
‘sued_by two gentlemen, who were often within
a hundred yards of his erupper; and his nag,

- not having been over-stalled with oats, nor ré-
markable for blood or bone, he wisely deter-
mined to trust his own two legs in preference
to the four feet of his quadruped, and dis-
mounted, leaving his Lorse Barchones, as a

. fine prize to the captors! He. aceordingly -
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Jenped 2 ditch of considerable breadth, and
planged into the dark recesses of the wood,
seewing to say with the fox in the song, «who
dare follow me.” ‘Here lie remained for some
time, and then returned to his disconsolate
wife and family, whom he removed that very
night, ¢ bag and baggage,” towards the county
of Wicklow. .

They reached Bray without adventure, though
not without apprechension of pursuit; and in
that town he became tenant to a small hoyse,
and resided there for some time, under the name
. of John Ryan.

In this situation he suffered considerable-
hardsbips in procuring even scanty subsistence
for his relatives, now augmented to five chil
- dreny none of sufficient age to administer the

least assistance by industry ; but under all his
difficulties and vicissitudes, his wife proved a
faithful partner, and an affectionate mother,
which in some degree proved an anodyne to the
asperities of misfortune. . '

At the end of three or four. weeks, Decessity,
which bids defiance to law, and suppresses the
cautions of prudence, urged him to revisif
Enniscorthy. Here he purchased from an old
coadjutor, ‘for five guineas, on the terms that -
attornies sometimes fee young lawyers, by in-
dorsing on their briefs % five guineas to be paid;”
a couple of cows, which had been stolen fram a
faymer named Maguire. ‘These cows he drave
to Bray, but before he could dispose of them,
they were traced and found by the owner.
The next morning a constalle with the claimang,
came to Grant’s house, for the purpose of maks
ing him a prisoner. On the first alarm, from' -

his wife, he bounced gom bed, and disguised in
Pl

~
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her cloak, without other covering than a shirt,
he got safely into Lord Meath’s deer-park,
where he lay concealed. :

In this situation the quivering fugitive suf-

fered extremely from the inclemency of the
weather. The cold was intense, slect was
falling, and hail pelting in frozen pellats from
the clouds, with an eager and nipping north-
east wind blowing keenly and tremendonsly.
The trees were also bare, not a leat’ to be scen,
and the swrounding mountains were covered
with snow—in short, the elements had ¢ raised
¢ their high engendered Dbattles” against his
devoted head, "uncovered by ¢ the perilous '
storm.”
" On this occasion, as he declared in prison,
he compared the cvils Lie then suffered under
as a divine visitation for his iniquitous conduet.
That he prayed with fervour, and sinccrely felt
the bitterness of contrition. It is to be lament-
ed that such repentance was not followed by
reformation ; that his prayers were lost upon the
empty air. '

At night he visited his habitation, cold, shi-
vering, and almost. cxhausted by hunger-
After warming his almost frozen limbs, which
were chafed by his wife, and taking some re-
freshment, which she had prepared, hoping for
his return, he, accompanied by his fumily, set off
for Dublin: from whence they proceeded on
the high northern road for Drogheda, where
they arrived in safety, and set uplat a carman’s
inn,

Here he took o house from Mr. Tandy of
that town, with a field, assuming the name of
Darby Power. He resided there a consider-
able time, and no attempt was made to disturb
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fears, to calm his mind, and to recruit his ani-
mal spirits, of which he possessed a consider-
ble share; of course he regained his complex-
ion; and his countenance, the index of the
mind, displayed health and hilarity. :
Thus recruited, in the month of May, 1815,
he went from Drogheda to Mayne, for the pur-
pose of receiving rent due to him by a very.
old acquaintance, one Fitzpatrick, who held un-
der him, as tenant, the Prenises lie had formerly
occupied, in that village; but in this expecta-
tion he expericnced a scvere disappointment,
Fitzpatrick having been, vie ef armis, by virtue of
a wittimus, or justice’s warrant, crammed iuto
a tenancy of very small dimension, but strong
walls, in Clonmell gaol, charge_d with i'ancying
and driving away, withoat consent of the own-
er, certain cows, the property of several furin-
ers; and there to remain tjl| duly. discharged
by law. o ' .
Though Grant knew Fitzpatrick to bo a
publiec marauder, yet he placed implicit confi-
dence in his personal attachment, of which he
had experienced several sincere proofs 3 but on
his assistance in Pecuniary matters he could no
longer rely, nor could he dare to visit- him in
his present place of durance. 'Horrid, indeed,
was, as he fully expressed in the mental distress
that tormented . his feelings, on account of &
wife he doated on, and children he loved, ex-
Isting in penury—no.money in possession, no
friend to borrow from. Under the impression
of his misfortunes, he returned to Drogheda,
pennyless, without so much ag would purchase
aroll of bread, or pint of oatmeal, . During his.
“absence his family had subsisted by raising mo-.
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xey on the security of furniture and wearing
apparel, and now on his return, ‘whatever few
articles remained, were .detained by pawnbro-
kers, for thirty per cent. interest, which almost
amounted to absolute forfeiture,

“To extricate himself from the immediate
ruin that haunted his distracted mind, he, ac-
companied by two friends, went to Killone-
house, occupied by Mr. Camley, where he in-
tended to procure an old cast-off jaunting-car,
for the purpose of counveying bathers from
Dogheda to the sen, a distance of three miles;
expecting thereby to earn, for a time, support
for his family. Understanding that Mr. Camley
was not at home, they went to the coach house,
broke it open, but no jaunting car was there.
Disappointed - in obtaining this object of plun-
der, they seized an old gig of trifling value,
which Grant repented of severely, declaring he
had always entertained the greatest respect and
veneration for the owner, who had, on several
occasions, shewn himself his friend, and who
he'was certain would not prosecute him for the
felony, even if he had discovered it. _

Having harnessed a horse, brought with him
under the gig, he drove directly to Templcto-
hee and Donoughmore, and passed by Mr.
Steele’s gate,not knowing the place of residence.
The wheel of the gig breuking, he stopped at a
forge to have it repaired. Mr. Steele having’
received information of stealing the gig, from
the servants at Killone, came to the forge, and:
Grant was once more taken into the custody of-
the law.  Resistance would have been vain.
Me.Steelewas armed and had assistance ; Grant..

was off his gunrd—and had ncither arms nor-
assistants for defence. - .
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Mr. Stecle took every prudential caution to
sccure his prisoner 3 had his person searched,
and conducted him to the guard-house at Rath-
downy, and from thence, on the following day,
to Thurles, where he was committed to the
Bridewell, secured with iron manacles. -

Having got possession of a nail, he soon-con-
trived to unlock the hand-cuffs which were in-
tended to sccure his wrists. Having suc-
ceeded in this poiat, he stripped off his coat,
slipped off his shoes, and then (about eight in
the evening) called loudly for water. R

The person who officiated as turnkey, was a
young girl; she brought a .vessel of water to
the interior, opened the door and handed it in;
when the prisoner instantly rnshed out, knock-
ed down tge sentinel, who guarded his: room,
and rushed through the passage to the gaoler’s
apartment, elated to an almost certainty of
regaining his freedom. - SR

But his endeavours were not ‘at this time
successful 5 not knowing the passage to- the
outward door of the building he was overpowered
by superior force; and secured, as the gaoler
thought, "beyond the possibility of escaping.

The next day, his arms having been pre-
* viously secured with irons, and a bolt of no’
inconsiderable. weight affixed to his leg by a
ring, he was transmitted, under an-escort of
twenty-one soldiers, to Clonmell gaol. -Grant’s
mind was too strong to sink under even a
weight of misfortunes; and by opposing he
resolved to end them. For this purpose, in the
coursé of six weeks, by the assistance of a friend,
he procured proper implements for sawing iron,
and’ communicated his design to sixteen other
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prisoners confined in cells that opéned into the
lower corridore of the prison.

To facilitate their purpose it was necessary to
cut the bars of a window which was in full
view of tlie gaoler’s office. To execute this
work of danger without detection, amounted to
almost an impossibility Grant, whose inventive
genius was most extraordinary, determined
however to make the attempt, and on consul-
tation with Jiis confederates, the following
scheme was adopted. These men were each
secured by a very heavy bolt and ring, that
encircled one leg above the nncle and hung
suspended from a girdle round the waist, by a
woollen listing. Under Grant’s direction, they
each commenced rubbing.the secured leg at the
ancles, .till by reiterated friction the muscles be-
came inflamed and swelled. Of this preterided .
grievance they complained to the attending sur-
geon, imputing the irritated appearance of. the

flesh, te the galling weight and pressure of the

irons. The surgeon, an innocent and humane
man, having visible evidence of their apparent
suffering, and conceiving that the ¢irculation
of the blood miglit' be impeded, and a- mortifi-
cation take place, directed that the irons
should be removed to the other leg, and the poor
men be relieved. o '
Grant was the first prisoner whose irons were
removed, which operation was performed in
the gaoler's office, by the turnkeys. He had
previously direeted the other prisoners, that as
soon as they heard his bolts clinking, to com=
mence cutting the bars of the window with the
steel saws he had provided; having no doubt
hut the noise of that operation would be com-
pletely drowned by the greater noise of punch-
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ing out the iron rivets, and. the loudness of the
manner in which ‘he should converse with the
gaoler and turnkeys. - He was right in his ex- -
pectations ; for before his bolts had beén chang-
ed, his confederates, with very little manual
excrtion, had compleated the task of sawing
through. the window bars, keeping up a loud
conversation, and occasionally laughing or sing-
mer. . . )

"There still remained a very serious impedi-
ment to the progress to liberation. The pri-
soners were locked up at night in several cells,
and these cells were secured with bolts and
large padlocks. To deceive the keepers, and
to throw the chief Argus off his guard, not by
sleeping, but waking, the women prisoners
were induced to- commience a -fictitious battle,
and ‘this tumultuous farce they carried on by
loud shrieking, bawling, vociterating the horrid
cry of murder, and even puiling of caps. The’
keeper, to quell the Amazonian riot,. visited this
side of the gaol. The riot was prolonged for a
considerable time, and during its continuance,
the male conspirators, headed by Grant,
wrenched the already cut bars, passed through
the window, crpssed the new chapel, got .into
the new marshalsea, and from thence rushed
into the strcet, carrying with them terror and
dismay. T o
- All this was perpetrated jn three or four mi-
- nutes : and the outward door of.'the gaol being

open at.the time for bringing in stores, and
other materials, the escape of this. desperate
- ‘banditti, consisting of ‘every description of fe-

lons, must have succeeded, but that, fortunately
-~ for the publi¢; and unfortunately for the cri-
minals, afew of whom have been since suspead-
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ed by the collars, swinging in the empty air,
the last night guard were relieving at that in-
stant, it being morning, about nine o’clock,
when this daring, yet well-conceived and well-
conducted artempt to escape, was made.

The banditti ran with the utmost celerity
down Hawk-street, and were speedily pursued
by the main guard, with other soldiers, and
the posse commitatus yelling out a hue and cry,
shrill and Joud as an Indian war-hoop, and
after a long and fatiguing chace, through pud-
dle and through mire, over dunghills and over
rubbish, every fugitive was taken, and re-com-
mitted to their tormer durance. vile, heavier

irons, and in more strongly secured cells—except
GraNT. : :

. 'This extraordinary man bounded Iike a deer,
o'crleaped every impediment, . tumbled every
person who ventured within his arin’s length—

got to the west gate, turned down. to -the river
Suir, boldly '

= T.caped into the angry flood,
‘Uccoutred as he was;
The torrent-roared, and he did buffat it,
With lusty sinews throwing it aside,

landing sound in wind and limb, on the banks
?f_' fihe opposite side, in the county of Water-
ord. - E -
.- From thence, continuing his speed; without
deigning to look behind, and not thinking of
his fellow prisoncrs,. he passed Fairy-hill, ss
if aided by supernatural inspiration, to the
seat of that renowned and literary Baronet
and politician, whose lucubrations illustrate the
_pages of The Dublin Evening Post, Sir Tho-
aas ‘Osborne, ‘elegantly situated, near Two-
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mile-bridge, where he re-crossed the Suir, and
once more pressed the rich soil of the* county.
of Tipperary. '

This perilous adventure, by flood and field,
was on the eleventh day of July ; and the next
day, very early, it being the anniversary of the
battle of Aughrim, he made good his way to
the house of an aequaintance at Market-hill,
being almost "exhausted with hunger, not hav-
ing eaten any thing since the day before ; at
this place he was supplied with dry garments,
plenty of rashers and eggs, with abundance of
that radical heat-and moisture, whicl fermen-
tation and fire produces, from malted and
unmalted corn, vulgarly called whiskey ; and
with this Promethean beverage, the first spirit
of which is supposed to have been stolen from
Heaven, and to have Been the genuine nectar of
Olympus, he refreshed his oxhausted: frame,
Jjoined by his hospitable companion, who never,
flinched his tumbler till sleep and inebriety
made’ retirement to_repose necessary ; and
not caring a fig for the gaoler of Clonmell, the
turnkeys, the soldiers, or any of his outrun
pursuers, he sunk into a balmy sleep. On wak-
ing, next morning, he meditated on his last
night’s vision, which had brought to his imagi-
nation-those beloved objects, his wife and chil-
dren ; who were always attractive powers to his
affectionate attentions, -and whose sufferings
acutely pierced his heart with grief,

That very night; thercfore, scorning conse-
quences, he set forward on his way to join his
tamily, for which purpose he took from the road
a horse hLe found grazing ; mounted. without
bnd}e or saddle, and -arrived at their former
habitation, apticipating éhe Joy' resulting from

’
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such an event. DBut his affectionate wife had
gone with necessaries to Clonniell, where she
was infurmed of his bold and lucky escape.
‘Well knowing his affection for her and their
infant offspring, she presaged meeting him at
Moyne; and at her return, which was imme-
diate, wasnot disappointed.

Neither misfortune, peril, nor time, had de-
minished the love of Mrs. Grant to her hus-
band ; the most moral man could not boast a
wife of more virtue and constancy; she met
him with smiles, and he received her with de-
light : Miss Peachum does not express, in the
fiction of poetry, warmer love for Macheath,
than Mrs. Grant, in every vicisitude of fortune,
}evinced to her husband, and he was equally

oyal. - :

}:& desire of being restored to society and ho-
nest industry, still pervaded his heart, and ac-
companied his prayers. Mr. Steele had assured
him, had he in the first instance applied to
him, as mediator with Government, he would
have exerted his interest to procure him a par-
don from the executive power. This beamed

_aray of hope upon his mind, and he immedi-
ately -wrote to that gentleman, to Mr. Langly,
of Brittas, and Mr. Lidwill of Cormiestown.
Those letters stated, the writer was ready to
surrcender " his ‘person, if insured protection
from death by pardon; and he .waijted in the
neighbourhood of Moyne, hoping for a favour-
able answer, upwards of a_fortnigly, Being
neglected, naturally created an appreliension
that no terms would be entered into. Had
pardon been offered, he would gladly Liave ac-
cepted the gracious boon, on condition of going
to America. Indeed it was intimated to. him,
but probably not from any authority, that he .
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would be prosecuted with the utmost rigour of
the law. Retrospect to the offences charged
upon him, and of which conclusive evidence
cauld be produced, convinced him thdt trial-
must inevitably terminate in conviction, fol-
lowed by public execution, to the perpetual dis-
grace of the innocents to whom he had given
existence. ' .

It must be allowed that this man’s expectation
of unconditional pardon shewed weakness; the
magistrates considered it presumption : hold-
ing out, not so much contrition for past:
offences, as implied threats of future depreda-
tions, not unlike that of the Irish chieftan—
¢ Send my cattle, or else.”—Indeed the most
Grant could expect from the elemency of Go-
vernment was pardon, on condition of trans-
lﬁ)rtation to some distant clime for life, as to

ew South Wales, from whence he could have
no hope of returning, o

Giving up all expectation of protection from
prosecution, he made an excwrsion to Bray, in
" the county of Dublin, from whence, with the
assistance of’ a friend, he carried off a jaunting
car, the property of a Mrs. Weldon, residing
near that town, which he drove to Drogheda,
and there kept u boy driving it from the town
to the Strand, until November following ; dur-
ing which time nothing whatever occarred to
give him alarm. The earnings of this car
were equal, upon an average, to seven shillings
a day, which gave comfortable support to his
family 5 and in addition to this, he was in pay

" with .a gentleman, whose horses he trimmed
and trained; a business to which he was per-
fectly competent from his youth. During this
period our hero frequently “ventyred to hunt in
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the county of Dublin, and was the first pcrson
who came up to the assistance of the late ex-
ccllent young nobleman, the much lamented
Duke of Dorset, when thrown from his horse,
at Killiney, near Dublin, rewrning from a
chase.

But now new calamities, and without couse
from fresh offences, commenced. On the first
of November, Grant was recognized in one of
the streets of Drogheda, by one Williams a
guager, who had known him at Thurles, near
which town he had kept a private still, some
few years before ; and whose father, also of the
worthy fraternity of guagers, he had circum-
‘vented in the following manner. The elder
Williams, in consequence of information,
:seized a still which Grant was working, together
with several vessels, and a quantity of pot-ale.
The vessels; Willisms proceeded to sell by aue-
tion; when Grant, who was not known to be
the proprietor of the distillery, gave private
directions to a woman to become the ostensible
purchaser of the vessels; and she bought to
the amount of thirteen pounds. The money
being required, she ealled on her employer to
advance the sum ; he declared he had not so
* much about him, Dbut offered payment at
Thurles; and the duped guager acquiesced.
They proceeded together towards the town,
until Grant thought the vessels might have
been removed, and then be leaped a ditch,
leaving the - astonished guager to admire his
agility in clearing dykes, and running across
a country. .

But to. resume the narrative.~-Wiiliams
seized Grant in a public streets and Grant
manfully straggled with his assailant, aud raust.
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have succeeded in disengaging himself from his.
gripe, though Williams was strong and active,
if the Gaoler and others had not come up to
the assistance of his adversary. He was of
course overpowered, by numbers, secured, and
lodged in the tholsel, from whence he thought to
escape, through a window, but was too closely
watched to succeed in the attempt.

Once more unfortunate Jeremiah. is brought
to lament his fate-—finds himself incarcerated,
and loaded with heavy irons. He was con-
ducted in a short time from the tholsel to the
gaol of Drogheda; and double bolted. Wil-.
Jilams having given ‘intimation of his former.
cleverness, in effecting emancipation from du-
rance vile ; to prevent all possibility of future
success in that way, his friends were refused
access 3 so that he i‘;ad no opportunity of pro-
curing necessary implements for cutting the
irons with which his limbs were trammelled.

‘At length, notwithstanding all the prudential.-
caution of the gaoler, and his assistants, Grant
~ had no longer occasion to despaiv ; hope of li-
berty revived and cheered his heart, a fiiend.
having contrived to convey to him such an in-
struiment as he wanted. ' S

In the course of three nights, this ingenious
and indefatigable worker on iron and wood, had
the cell door shaken, ‘and was ready for flight.
“The noise alarmed the kecper, who came. to the
cell window, and called out ¢ Grant, are you
there ?” The prisoner yawning, as if just awoke
from sleep, respoused ¢ where the devil else
would you have me be ?” on' which the keeper -
retived to his bed.- : . o

This interruption prevented his escape at this.
time, and on the following night the gaoler,

: 3
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aho had become very cautions, placed a centi-
nel outside the cell window, which totally ren-
dered abortive the industrious efforts of the
prisoner; and on the ensning day he was trans-
mitted to the gaol of Kilmainham, in the
eounty Dublin, bringing with him his apparatus
concealed in his cloaths. After a few days in-
spection of his new residence, which lhas the
strength of .a fortress, and is most carefully at-
tended by its governor and his officers, Grant
being acquainted with several of the prisoners,
determined on boldly attempting to remove, by
cutting the bars of a cell window, which was
vacant, and to which he had frequent opportu-
nities of access.

This window looks into a yard appropriated
to the confinement of capital convicts, and is
barred crossways, with iron morticed into stone. -
“To cut through those massy impediments, oc-
eupied the space of three or four weeks; and,

"when the tedious work was accomplished, it then -

became necessary to procure a ladder of ropes;
for the purpose of scaling the surrounding
walls, which are very high. This was a busi-
ness requiring great caution, and some time to..
execute. An incident, however, very- umex-
pectedly occurred, which imperatively called for
every possible exertion.* The prisoners re-
ceived notice from a turnkey, that, in a day or
»wo, all those tonfined for offences - ‘com-
mitted in different counties, would be removed
from Kilmainham, to the gaols of the several
assize towns; in order to be tried in the ensulng
éircuit ; some to Naas, some to Trim, some to
Mullingar, some to Longford.~Grant wis te

be rémovedto Maryborough. :
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In order to avoid removal, our hero feigned
sickness, and induced two other prisoners-to do
the same. Their hypocrisy imposed upon the
inspector and the physician; and a few days
previous to the festival of Christmas, every
preparation was made for escape. They got
a ladder of ropes into the prison, piecemeal,
in different milk vessels—but in the very moment
when all matters were arranged, discomfiture
blasted their sanguine expectations. o

A prisoner, named Green, who lay in the
same bed with Grant, either terrified by ap-
proaching danger, or influenced by hope of
pardon and reward, gave information. of the
design, and of all that had been done prepa-
ratory to its completion. The deputy gaoler
and Doctor Travers came to the window ; had
the bars struck with a sledge; and to their ut-
most surprize, discovered that they had sll been
cut through. On search, they also found the
ladder of ropes concealed in a chimney, which
had been previously stopped, and out of whick
Grant had extracted two bricks, which were so
ingeniously - replaced, that the most discern-
~ ing eye could not perceive marks of their re-

moval. -

" Our hero, and the other prisoners suspected.
to be concerned in this conspiracy, were double
bolted, and confined in separate cells. In this
situation thiey were closely watched, and strongly
guarded for n week ; and were then transinitted
to different counties for trial. Grant; Edge-
worth, King, and others, were sent to Naas,
where the former remained that. might, and
gave instructions to Edgeworth for escaping,
accompanied by some necessary instruments

_in consequence of which, this apt and ingenious
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‘pupily with several others, soon after effectually
worked their way out of prison, again to com-
mence hostilities and plunderings upon the
honest and industrious members of the com-
munity. )
On the first day of January, 1811, Grant
arrived at Maryborough, a welcome guest and
new-year’s gift 10 Mr. John Clerke, chief gover-
nor of Maryborough gaol. This was his first
visit; and Clerke welcomed his new guest, in
terms of hospitality and good humour. He
was the first who dubbed him with the
title of Captain, which he retained during life;
and the honor was conferred with no small
share of facetiousniess. ¢ Captain,” says Clerke,
“ you are very welcome to q\'Iarybor’ough, and
" ¢ pever fear our kindness; you shall be taken

¢¢ good care of. I was really impatient for the
¢ honor of being acquainted with so great a
“ man ; and you shall have the best and most
“ secure accommodations this place can afford.”
He then, Jike a kind host, shook his guest by
the hand, adding, ¢ Come, I'll attend.you to
¢¢ your apartments ; you must require rest, af-
¢ ter the fatigue you have experienced.”—
Grant returned this ironical welcome, with a
look of appalling severity, but without speak-
ing, and was then introduced into a cell; so
strongly fabricated, that, in Clerke’s opinion,
even BaronTrenck himself could not have effec-
tuated an escape; being apparcntly as well se-
cured, as any of those dungeons which formerl
belonged to the Bastille of France, or whiciy;-
are appropriated to misbelievers, by the subtle
ecclesiastics, who -rule in the holy inquisitions
of Spain, and torture and burn to death men,
wox]nein, -and children, for the good of (heir
s0uls ?
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Captain Jeremialy Grant, for so in future we
shall designate him, not only in honor to his
memory, but from respect to the Governor of
Maryborough castle, who dubbed him, was of
a different opinion, however, from that enter-
tained by Goverror Clerke; and after a few
days inspection, with lis eagle eyes, by no means
considered the walls invulnerable, and thought
an escape practicable. He had, however, been
so often deceived, and the recent treachery of
Green at Kilmainham had so strongly impress-
ed upon his mind the danger of employing
confidants, that he wisely determined od ex-
treme caution in promulging his future inten-
tions. Though he had never put to the test
the sincerity of any of his fellow-prisoners;
there were a few among them with whom he
had been formerly acquainted ; and at the end
of three weeks, he got intimate with a young
man of athletic make, and a countenance ema-
nating the fire of an intrepid mind, named Car-
rol Whelan. This youth, of whom the Cap-
tain had formed a true opinion, was confined
for a highway robbery, which he had commit-
ted with coolness and intrepidity, - in plundcr-
ing a gentleman named Roe, that would have
done credit to. any English knight of the road, -
who, without comission from the crown, col-
lects contributions.on -his Majesty’s subjects, on
the ‘highways cf that part of the united_king-
dom called Great Dritain, as an impost for
their travelling in stage coaches, chaises, cur-
vicles, or other four-wheeled carriages, gigs,
whiskeys, telegraphs, or other earriages drawn
by one horse, or even those who, for czconomy,
mount their own nags, or, from penury, be-
come pedestrians. ' ‘
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"Understanding also that this juvenile robber
had a very numerous aéquaintance among lads
of the pad, he changed his first resolution, and
resolved to sound him, upon regaining liberty
by force or cunning. He accordingly took him
into his confidence, and by his assistance, gain-
ed over sixteen stout auxiliaries, to contribute
their aid to an escape; fellows, who, as Whe-
lan assured him, were good men and true;
who would stand together with the firmness of
jurors, specially empannelled by a friendly sub-
sheriff, and sworn to make a true deliverance
of a culprit. .

Clerke was a good-natured man ; and Grant,
by the mildness of his manners, and insinuat-
ing conversation, soon gained the kindness of
him and his family, particularly of Mrs. Clerke,
a woman somewhat advanced in years, but who
possessed much of that milk, seliom found in a
gaol, the milk of human kindness, which induced -
her to sympathize with the unfortunate, even
though they brought their sufferings on them-
selves. In consequence of Clerke’s good opi-
nion of the Captain, the latter, Carrol Whelan,
and the other fraternized free-booters, were in-
dulged with liberty to converse in the same hall.
They, of course, entered into the measures pro-
posed by the Captain, and were sworn upon a
book, perhaps, as a prayer-book was not to be
procured, ¢ The History of the Irish Rogues
¢ and Rapparees,” or, ¢.The Adventures of
¢ Captain Freney,” of the Kellymount édng,
to hear, see, and.say nothing; and, to a man,
thiey kept their fealty to their commauder, pre-

sserving a stute taciturnity,and conducting them-
selves with such prudential caution, as lulled aHl
suspicion in the mind of the elder Clerke, and
his son, not less sagacious than himself,
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- The first plan thought on, was proposed hy
Carrol- Whelan, who, though brave as.a lion,
was savage as a hyena. He recommended to
have two or three buckets of boiling water pre-
pared, and that when the guards came at night,
to lock up the cells, to dash the hot liquid into
their eyes, and then disarm them. This aquatic
mode of defence is of great antiquity ; it was
undoubtedly used by our ancestors, when be-
sieged, as appears by apertures in old castles,
over the portcullis that guarded the entrance,
from which melted lead and hot .water were
precipitated upon the heads of the assailants;
and by recent intclligence from Nerth America,
the inventors of steam-engine ships of war,
have ingenioasly contrived a curious apparatus,
for scalding, smothering, and blinding, by foun-
tains showering down water, in the act ofebulli-
tion, upon their enemies, when in grapple, and
thereby clearing decks as effectually as Mr. Con-
greve's invention of rockets; by which that in-
genious gentleman has enabled human creatures
. to give each other, in this world, by scorching
" and burning, a specimen of infernal fire. So
the Tyrians, when besieged by Alexander the
Greéat, showered down from their walis hot sand
upon the Macedonians, which entered the joints -
of their armour, consumed their flesh, - and sent
them roaring with torture over the field; and .
who can say that Archimedes, the first of ma-
thematicians, did not invent this mode of de-
fence, as he burnt a Roman fleet, in the har-
bour of Syracuse, through the medium of lenzes.

Captain Grant, whose memoirs shew he pos-
~ sessed a humane heart; and who never wantonly .
" attempted to draw theblood of hisfellow creature,
or extorted money by “cruelty, -argued stre-
nuously against scalding the unoffending soldiers
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by devoting them to blindness. He had seen,
and he bad sympathised with the brave fellows,
who, with excruciating pain, sufferingunder the
ophthalmia, had been deprived of their sight
by the burning sands of Egypt. Besides, the
gaoler had wreated them kindly ; it would be,
he observed, base ingratitude to injure him; be-
sides, he was always attended by two or three
innocent children, to scald whom would have
been dumnable. _

As the Captain’s opinion was law, to his
merry men, it was adopted without opposition,
or even murmuring ; indeed they all seemed
sensible of his humanity, and applauded his
fecling. ' :

Another plan was then proposed by the Cap-
tain, divested of cruelty but not of danger.
This was to procure instruments for picking the
locks, and cutting the wood of the cell doors.
This scheme, however, the confederates were
for a time obliged to abandon ; for though the
gnoler was indulgent, he watched the dove-cot,
with ahawk’s eye, the vigilance of a cat, the
scent of a pointer, and the ear of a mole;
every stir put him on the alert, and every noise
gave alarm.  Visitors were strictly searched;
not a pocket nor a pocket liole, nor a hat, nor
a bosom, were left unexamired ; every part of:
the building where there wasa possibility of
depositing instruments for eseape, were daily
explored. Time, however, by degrees decreased
the watchfulness of the gaoler ﬂnﬁ his assistants,
and the very precaution, of strongly guarding
the gaol with military outside and inside, cre-
ated a security that put them off their guard 3
and the inventive faculties_of the Captain, on
perceiving this unusual supineness, got into ges
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tion. He communicated his ideas to his. mir-
midons, and all congratulating their leader on
his paramount abilities, they were all again
sworn, and none of those -patriots, who op-
posed the union between Great Britain and Ire-
land, and who afterwards became advocates un-
der the new system of Government, ever swore
with more apparent zeal and vehemence, that
they would support the cause of their coun-
try, with heart and hand ; and rise or fall with
her liberties. * And indeed it inust be observed,
that these thieves, in the gaol of Maryborough,
kept their lhonor, and never deserted their
leader. o
The Captain and a few of his associates com-
menced a correspondence with some outside
coadjutors. One of those worthies conveyed to
the Captain a skeleton key, made from a pattern
impressed upon paper, and sent out. From
this pattern the key was forged by a smith re-
siding at a town, about ten miles from Mary-
borough, and was imtroduced concealed- in the
belly of a herring lying on an open plate, under
which curious envelope it was received with ex-
ceeding joy,.and delivered to the care of the
. Captain. - ' :
- About eight o’clock in the evening, after the
arrival of the king of fishes, which was early in,
the month of February, the- Captain having
opened, with the aforesaid key, the locks of
a kitchen, wherein he and his confederates
were 'confined by day; the sentinel on guard,
whose special duty was to wateh their motions,
at the solicitation of the Captain, and, as has
been strongly- suspected, by a touch of the aura
palfabale, that universal soother of conseience,
in all members of societyi‘not-'excepting chutch
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or state, consented to leave his post, as he-af
terwards said in excuse, for the purpose of pro-
curing water. Instaatly, on his departure, the
Captain leading the van, for he was never found
in the rere, but, on a retreat, always taking the
post of danger, rushed out with seven or eight
ruffians, close to his heels, as our Lrave coun-
trymen, at Waterloo, and a hundred other
places, were to the heels of the I'rench. '
. ‘The party ran a considerable space along the
hall, towards the front door of the gaol. The
Captain knocked down the soldier guarding the
inside, and disarmed him of his musket and
bayonet ; passed the front door ; struck the sen-
tinel outside, violently with the musket, and
staggered him ; swearing tremendously, (though
he-seldom was prophane, or used an oath; but
as ammunition to terrify an- assailant, or pro-
tect himself)—yes, with a countenance terrific
and petrifying, as the Gorgen’s phiz-glaring on
the shield ‘of i\dinerva,_ he swore, if the soldier
stirred, he would shoot him on the spot.

This argument, with force and arms, proved
jrresistible; for, though :the sentry had a
bayonet screwed on his piece, he thought it
most, prudent not to answer, s the reply might,
probably, deprive him_of the use of specch,
in secula seculorum ; so:he- stepped back into
‘his sentry box,-and there: continued for some
minutes as upright -and as still, as the mummy
in a catacomb, or the spiced and pickled Egyp-
tians, probably a king or a high pricst, that the
reverend Doctor-Pocacke stole, and presented
to the Museum, in Dub]in;-Uu-iversity. :

_ The Captuin did: not immedintely exert .that
cclerity of maving, which he had from patoig: -
he would not abandon- s corps, who had so -
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faithfully adhered to him; but daringly re-
mained covering their precipitate retreat ; and,
when they liad all cleared the gaol, and it be-
came, “every man for himself,” set out at full
speed, vociferating with a Stentorjan voice,
« Stop the pick-packet, stop thief!”

Many of the honest burghers of Marybo-
rough ‘followed ; joil}ihg]ikeﬁlounds in the cry.
"Che pursuit was kept up by men roaring, wo-
men shrieking, children crying, and dogs bark-
ing, till an alarm coming from the gaol, that
Captain Grant Itad broken out, the wlale posse
cammitatus. came to & halt; and, no wonder,
for, at that instant, the Captain presented the
musket towards them, the banditti facing about,
with- horrid threats ‘and menaces, and: it not -
being known Lut they were.all-armed; every
honest. man thought liis own-personal safetys_
ap_object more interesting than the publlic, duty
‘of apprehending desperate. thieves.;. and those
who. were not:honest, if there be men of that
description in a town built. o,rigin;'\]l?'. by so
amiable a soveréign s queen Mary; o hlessed
- memory, whose name. it bears, had a_fellow-
feeling for the fugitives; sa, they all, tag,
rag, and bobtail, returned towards the gaol,
where they joined poor master Clerke, the - Go-
vernor thereof, with the keys swinging caves
lessly in his hand, wailing, gnashing his teeth,
and humming, in low and melancholy notes,
like Locket, in Gay's Opera; on: the escape of
Macheath—Twang do, dillodee. ~ - .

. .'The Captain now congratulated his friends;

on once more respiring free and fresh air ; and
accompanied by Carrol Whelan, and.others of
the gang, procecded, without iiterruption, to
Ballyroan ; from thence to Ballynakill; and aft.
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ter a night of extreme fatigue, and no refresh-
ment, he arrived at a friend’s cottage, near
the last town.

Iere they were hospitably entertained with
victuals ; and heartily quaffed to- the health’ and
long life of each other, copious potions of
that all-reviving spirit of malt, sometimes
called ¢ Kill care;” a menstruum which ba-
nishes melancholy, -though, when taken in ex-
cess, its influence, like that of the moon, upon -
the senses, stultifies and maddens the brain, dis-
solves virtue and morality, and urges many 2
man, aye, and many a woman, to the commis-
sion, not only of extravagant acts of folly, but
to the perpetration of the most horrid crimes
against God and man, not excepting murder.

Daylight approaching, the fugitives, not con-
sidering their asylum safe, and apprehending
that a %\ue and cry would be immediately rais-
ed, went to a hut, occupied by a_friend of
Whelan’s, near New-market, a mile. beyond
Ballynskill; where they reposed their wearied
limbs on striw, until the following night. From
this station, they removed to Whelan’s cabin,
at Ballyragget, procured supper, and again li-
berally circulated the pottecen. IFrom Whelan’s,
they pushed forward up the mountains, to the
residence . of another confidential. intimate of
‘Whelan’s ; and here they tarried, tippling and
* sleeping alternately, until the following night. *

They were right in the expectation of a' pur-
suit. The military were called out, and strong’
parties detached to scour the country; and to
search.every suspected place ; but without efs
fect 3 nor could the slightest intclligence of ‘the
road- they took) orof ‘any of the halting posts,
be procured. On tho contraryyit was supposed
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that fulse intelligence had been given by seve~
ral; and that the soldiers had been put upen a
wrong scent. ~ -
Their next quarters was Castlecomer; con<

ducted, under the protection. of the night, by a
man from the neighbourhood of Ballynakill:
and’ here. they sojourned till the ensning day,
and in the interim were introduced to some
young peasants, who prefering plunder to la~
beur; entered volunteers into the corps.

- In consultation with these new levies, who
appeared ardent for action, the robbery of &’
dwelling house, Mr. Kennedy’s, a respectable
farmer,” residing at Ferrodey, in the county of
Kilkenny, was resolved upon, nemine contradis
cente; with acclavations; in plain English, with-
out contradiction.. "Fhis was consiclered an act
of riecessity, and the Captain, in an elaborate
hatangue, occasionslly treating law with cour
tempt, and considering the property of individu~
als as monopoly ; pointed out that their finances
were exhausted ; that from industry tliey were
precluded ; that air afforded no substantial
nourishment ;. and, that like many gentlemen
‘Who move in the fashionable world, they must
raise the wind by some means, or any ; that the
only resource left them, was robbing those who'
possessed. more than they had occasion for,
The several points of which oration, were:re-
ceived’ by the amatears, with as enthusiastic

pplayse ns the speeches of Lord Castlereagh’
at the northern festivals. o . a

* ‘The person- who_ sclécted Mr. Ketinedy as
s proper object for plunder, assured. the gang
that he possessed a considersble sum of the
ready, and a considerable quantity of massy old:
plate. This information” operated as a powér-'
ful incentive to starving thieves, who well knew

~
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that money represented all things: so, off they
went to the louse, elated by the most sanguine
hopes of becoming masters of the wealth in
promise.
. 'The door was on the latch, no inward fas-
tening, admission was easily gained, without
noise; and the family .were found checrfully
amusing themselves round a comfortable fire,
to the number of cight. o
‘Within the chimney sat an old woman upon
her haunches, who, on the first appearance.of
‘the robbers, set up a cry, hidcous gs the hanshce
previous to the death of some great lord or
Indy 3 and her shrieks continued with reitera-
tion, during the whole time the pafty remain-
ed. Whelan," and some others of the boys,.
would have stopped her acute and vociferous
yell 5 but the Captain prohibited violence, and
the old hag in the ashes continued, without in-
terruption, exercising her throat, as if keening:
Slilililues, to enliven the merry mourners at 8.
wake, or elate the unweeping heirs antl legatees
of a rich testator, slowly removing to his last-
home. : e
Whelan guarded the family. The Captain.
proceeded to force open and rifle Mr. Ken-.
" medy’s escrutoir, chests, and boxes; and was
much disappointed in finding no more money
than seventeen pounds, .when he.expected to
have tonched as many hundreds:. The others.
of the gang having collected several articles .of
value, the entire party procceded to Boulebawn,,
- near Ballynakill, leaving. the old. possessor of -
the chimney corner, to indulge her sorrow and
malignity by curses, whicl_l_-z_lre niore bitter, and.
more strongly expressed in the Irish language,.
than any.other ; andwhlch few can Pronounce
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with such force of emphasis, as the ancicnt
shana- collught sa loonask, who roasts her shins
and her potatoes, as she rehearses stories of
ghosts, faivies, and bloody murders, and pre-.
tends to prophecy future events.

A prediction’ of this old woman, overheard
by Whelan, had a very strong effect upon lis
spirits—though, indeed, it required no great
share of sapicnce, or second sight, cousidering
the business he was transacting, to prophecy
his dying on the gallows, which she accompa--
nied with Aaskoght mealugh molagth.

. At Boullybawn, the party got supper ; and
being highly charged with whiskey, went to the,
house of a person named Ward, who they had
been told was an informer against private stills
and distillers. - The unfortupate wretch fell on-
his knees, but before he could selicit mercy,-
Whelan seized him by the throat, and would:
have stopped his breath, and sent him post out.
of the world,. with all his.imperfections on his-
head, had not the Captain rescued. the- victim-
from the mortul grasp of the tyger's claw, and-
given him his lige, after allowing a slight per.-
sonal chastisement. On this occasion, our hero,
with & heavy sigh, whispered Whelan, < The-
day may not. be far off when yon.or I may have:
occasion to pray for clemency.”. ¢ Hal”,
cjaculated Whelap;—¢¢ True, Captain, true, for-
«. I heaid the cursed hag in the ashes, at farmer
“ Kennedy’s, foretel that-we would be all hang- -
s ed.> The old hag and Whelan, were both
!'io'ht..,-~ S o X L

..a\Vhi!g':the informer was .si_iﬁ'efmg_:'the pains.’ .
and penalties allotted him, which, however, were :
not very-seyere, .a -poor woman .with two chil-

dren, the eldest ;;_Qt_ four years of age, cameinto” -
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the Tiouse.  Her appearance was most miseras
bles her party-patched garments spoke ¢ va-
" riety of wretchedness ;" —ler countenance was:
cadaverous, and her voice issued from a hollow
stomach, in sepulchral tones.- The Captain
never contemplated such an object, without
feeling for the misery it displayed. Compassion

worked upon his-heart, and touched the bosoms

evenrof the most hardened of his companions.

He presented her with what silver he had, and

the others followed his example. She told the
cause of her misery, in a few words ;—the Cap--
tain staggered ;—Whelan covered his face with
his hands, and the others-viewed the beggar,
terrified, when, with weeping eyes she said,
¢¢ Alas! plas! my wretched husband, brought-
¢ up with kindriess, dissipated - his and my pa-
¢ trimony ! Commenced rebber, and was exe-

¢ cuted at the Jast assizes of Limerick.” “This
declaration of the peor woman extracted agroan
from- her hoarers.— She coneluded—s¢ And: eft-
¢ his wretehed wife,; who had, from-her birth,

« been used to the comforts oflife, to- beg akins

¢ for hersell’ and offlspring.” : g

- The family of Grant instantly rese before his

mind’s cye, in visionary horror. e saw a pe-’
rishing wife and children. < The ol hag,”

exclnimed Whelan,  troly forctold we will be
< gll hanged.” - Heaven forbid'! exclaimed. the -
othersy but their prayer; liké the sacrifice of
Cain, did: not rise to heaven. ™ =~ | - -~ .

N a

- The flagellated inforhier; when Whelan ex-'
claimed, ¢ we shall be all hanged,” responded
to - himse]f, with - hear’t-fe}t’ snt_isfaétidi\_'__
< Ament" - S

- And why should not- curses fall ugow ‘the

bieads of the wicked, as bléssings are showered:
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upon the just. Mr. Malcomb, in his History of
Persia, gives the following anecdote of Carim
Can, who reigned in Persia, and died in 1779 :
“ When I was a poor soldier,” said Carim
Cham, ¢« in Nadir Shah’s camp, my necessity
“ led me to steal from a sadler a gold em-
¢« bossed saddle, which had been sent by an
¢ Afghan chief to be repaired.- I soon after-
“ wards learned, that the man from whom it
“ was taken was in prison, and sentenced to
“ be hung. My conscience smote me, and I
“ replaced the saddle exactly on the spot from
“ whence I took it. I watched till it was dis<
% covered by the saddler’s wife, who, on see-
“ ing it, gave a scream of joy, fell down upon
“ her knees, and prayed aloud, that the person
¢ who had brought it back, might live to have
¢ an hundred gold embossed saddles. Iam
% quite certain,” added he, * that the honest
¢« prayer of the old woman, has aided my for~
“ tune in the attainment of that -splendour -
¢ which she desired I might enjoy.” This is
a lesson to teach the wicked the great good
producéd by repentance. . . .. . :
But we are deviating from -the straight-line
rond of narrative, and travelling. into the ser-
pentineways of digression. : o
-So to return to the adventures of Captain’
Jeremiah Grant.—On the departure of the men<
dicant and her children; it was proposed to pay
a domicilliary visit; -and put -to death a man
named Tool, who resided on the estate of M. -
~ White, of Scotch-heath. "This Tool ‘was im~
peached by some of the gang, for giving false, -
.information of Mr. White’s tenants, charging,
that they, at the instigation of his enemies, in-
tonded to shoot him. The Captain reprobated

-

~ a o
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in his mind the sanguinary proposal, feigned
sickness, and the execution, by assassination,
was adjourned till the cnsning night, whereby
the object of eruelty obtained a repricve.  The
subject being again renewed, the Captain and
Whelan positively refused their coneurrence,
and went to the house of a friend, where they
slept that night; the former having previously,
in the most energetic language, and he possessed
strong natural eloquence, exhorted the ruflians
to. abandon their diabolical intent.

‘The remaining party, consisting of thice
unfeeling villains, having entreased their fero-
city-and thirst of blood with spirituous liquors,
went to Tool's house, broke it open, and hav-
ing struck Tool,. fired at him.as hie kuelt;on the
ground, with his hands clevated and clasped
together, praying for mercy. The ball pass
ing close to his ear, he fell, though net wounds
ed, feigning. himself dead. The merciless
assassins then departed, thinking, as one of

-them triumphantly expressed limself with a
blasphemous. oath, ¢ we have done the rascsl.”

Two or three nights:after this infamous ate
teropt to murder, the Captain, accompanied by
Whelan, went to the stable of a gentléman at
Ballyragget, named Whelan, but better kriown
by the name of long Ned—their purpose was
to procure a couple of good horses, to. cari‘.y.
them to Headford on: Slaney, in the county of
Wicklow, in order to meet Crawford, .a stout
ond cunning adept in spoilation, and gne of
those who had broken. out of: Maryborough

nol. . - '

Crawford: had dispatched an express to the «
_Captain, with intelligenee, that-a considerable
s of money was in the possession of Mr, Qrr,,
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proprictor of a manufactory in that town ; moré
than the ewner could use, and requesting of the
Captain to lighten the gentleman’s cares,. by
ﬁiniinishing his wealth, “and spending it for
im. : :

The. horses found at Mr. Whelan's. stable
not answering the expectation of the Captain,
who chose to be well mountod, they not having
strength -or spced for making good - a retreat,
lie and his companion procceded to the stable of”
Mr. Lalor, which they broke open, and stole
a very fine hunting mare, on which they both
mounted, and rode that night to Bowley-Bawn,
where they remained till late on the following
evening. '

From Bowley-bawn they travelledon through
Clough to Loughlin-Uridge, in the county of
Carlow, conducted by an associate who knew
the country, and who parted with them,in that
town; from whence they rode to Baltinglass,
and leaving the mare at a carman’s inn, after
taking refreshment, departed on foot to Head-
ford, where they met Crawford on the same
night. o :

After consulting this confederate, on the pro~
posed robbery, they accompanied him to the
house of his father-in-law, where they had
searcely rested, - and revived. their spivits with a
potatoe and glass, till the house was surrounded
by a party of -soldiers, lqumg for Crawford.
A boy, on sight of the military, ascended the
stairg with speed, and informed the company
that a serjeant was searching the under part of
the house, and -a. large. party attending. him.
The Captain. conceiving that he was the object
of this serutiny, immediately closed the doors of"
the loft, where he and Whelan were, and 'there
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being neither window nor aperture to favour
an escape, he placed himself on onc side of the
door, with a louded pistol cocked in his hand,
and Whelan took stand, armed in the same
manner, on the opposite side. . .
_ The bold serjeant, with a candle lighted, now
ascended to the door, which he opened with-
out the ceremony of knocking, or giving any
kind of notice; when the Captain clapped his
pistol to his ear, and swore, with horrid impre-
. cations, * If you stir, hand or foot, I will in-
stantly blow out your brains.”” This unexpected
reception, cooled the courage of the serjeant,
_and so electrified his nerves, that with astonish-
ing agility, which proved him cxcellent at that
manceuvre in tactics, called precipitate retreat,
‘he made but one leap from the top to the bot-
tom of the stairs, and ran out of the house
with the Captain and Whelan close to him,
as his regimentals, or a drummer scourging
a deserter.—Indecd each of them had a hand
upon bis shoulders. S
" In this situation they fired two shots in the
air, as cautionary notices to the soldiers to
« have a care,” which so intimidated them,
they not knowing how many might yet make 2
sortee from the garrison, that they got off un-
‘molested ; the “soldiers not recollecting that
‘the thieves, by discharging their pistols, had
lessened the means of defénce. '
" It being an extreme cold night, and the run-
a-ways having no friend in that part of the
country, froin whom they could ‘seek conceal-
ment, they took shelter in a stack of oats, by
ulling out sheaves and. making recesses, .in
which the{ reposed . some time, meditating on
and often Jaughing at thelast night’s adventure;
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sometimes consulting on future plans, and
sometimes deploring the unhappy life they fol-
lowed, of depredation. At last, having pro-
menaded the mountains, those bold pedestrians -
came to a remotely situated cabin, which they
entered, with the usual salutation of ¢ God bless
all here,” and in return received a kind ‘invita-"
tion to sit down ; but apprehending treachery
or pursuit, they confined the inhabitants all day,
watching and slecping alternately till night;
but did not, as is sometimes the case, with a
class of vagrants calling themselvés gentlemen,
who subsist by swindling and petit larcenies,
steal from their lodging without paying their
rent: on the.contrary, they apologized, and
bestowed on their host, who would have been
very happy in getting shut of them gratis, for”
he scented their profession, a generous remu-
neration of eighteen shillings, g)r the trouble
and ‘fright which they had caused; and he
looking with wondering eyes, emanating plea-
sure, upon the cash, pocketed the lib‘ex'af'dorin-
tion with infinite satisfaction and grateful thanks.
"Returning to the. town of Baltinglass, they
borrowed & mare from a stable, without  the
consent of the owner s and not being willing
to pay the expense of the other mare brought
from Ballyragget, and which they had left at
Tivery, and leaving the innkeeper to answer the
lav, how he came by her, under an onys that
hedid not know her to have been stolen, they
departed, baving, however, for-the preservation
of their posteriors,’ conveyed the bridle and
_ saddle out of his stable. "~~~ _
Thusaccommodated, and pursuing their way,
slternately "a'ssu_min%h,the_ pedestrian and eques-
. trian otder in travel _"né';i"that Is, ride and tie,

~
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they arrived at thetown of Carlow ; here they cir-
cumambulated the gaol,reasonably expectingthat
the offences they had in contemplation, wmight,
on some unlucky event, dcposit them as culpritg
within its custody, without chance of bail or
mainprize—the four walls of a prison heing,
as a great law writer asserts, the only proper
security for felons.
From Carlow, where speculation failed, in

iving them hopes of profit, they jogged on to
%(ilkenuy, and set up at an inn, enjoying for
three days the good things of this world ; that
is, as good things as' a paltry public housc at
Kilkenny affords; bLut though the fare was not
very commendable, it created a very galloping
decay in the pockets of the guests, and forceﬁ
them, as sometimes is the case with ministers of
state, when pensions and placcs, wars and fhi-
lure in trade, and other casualities, reduce the
public finances, tumble down stocks, and rouse
the people to become petitioners, to seek for
ways and means to support the expenses of

overnment, and keep themselves and their
friendsin oftice. ' o :

The Captain wisely considered, that at this
time his character had been Llown into such
notoriety of infamy, by the trump of fame,
and his offences become so numerous, that all
. hope of pardon was precluded. . Yet, as he so-
Iemnly declared, when under sentence of death,
he wished most ardently to embrace, if possible,
- an honest. and industrious means of existepce,
~ to lcave the country and try his'fortune in Ame-

rica, ‘Chis he resolved on, byt this he could not
accomplish without some moncy. Robbery and
flight, or_ lionesty and hanging, became' the.
alternative; and he detérmined, 'in ‘junction
with W helan, on the former. ‘
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At the house of a confidential thief, near Mr..
Loughman’s, in the county of Kilkenny, they
were inforined that two or threc hundred gui-
neas in cash could be procured from that
gentleman,  Grant’s share of this plunder
would have been sufficient to bear his expenses
across the Atlantie 3 and to obtain this golden
flecce, proper arrangements were made. Ac-
companicd by Wheian and another, he went
to Mr. Loughman’s mansion, at about nine
o'clock in the evening. The house was very
longin front, and on reconnoitering the pre-
mises, it was agreed that Whelan shoukd keep
guard at the kitchen door, the other robber at
the back door, and the Captain, who never
evaded the post of danger, though on a Torlorn
hope, proceed alone to inspect the interior,

Whelan making a noise in raising the latch
of the kitchen door, a dog barked, which gave
an alarm to the fumily ; ‘a servant popped his
head out of the deor wixich opened into the hall,
and halloed the dog. The intrepid and faithful
~guardian of his master’s family flew instantly
at Whelan, who snapped a pistol at him, but
missed fire, on which the Captain coming up,
shot poor Lion through the head,and he diedin-
stantly. He who lived liable to treachery, should
not have shot this animal; for * dogs are ho-
nest creatures, and ne’er betray their musters.”

Those in the house, hearing the shot outside,
and the servant retiring, on shutting the hall
door after him; reported in his fright, §vhi,°h
had multiplied the assailants, that a legion of
armed robbers besieged the house. The doors
were all instantly locked, bolted and barricadéd
effectually ;- but a window, unluckily, was not
sufficiently secured, and: with little force was
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_broken to pieces. The party not wishing to
risguc an entry through the aperture, threat-
end, with oaths and terrific voices, to consume
the house, which was thatched, if the outward
door was not instantly opened. The most re-
‘ligions christians dread burning more in this
‘'world than the world to come; if we except the
wives of some Indian tribes, who wmount the
funeral pilesand burn with their dead husbands;
the people within, therefore fearing death by
conflagration, obeyed the order of the robbers.
The Captain heading the party, entered, first
taking the precaution of putting one of the
servants before him as a shield.” The family
were assembled in the kitchen, and placing one
as a guard over them, the others proceeded to
search for treasure, in which they were greatly
disappointed, collecting no more than about
four pounds in money, and some trifling articles
of plate, which latter the Captain offered to
leave behind, if Mr. Loughman would redeem
themfor thirty pounds. Bat that gentleman, with
strong marks of candour, declared he was not
possessed of that sum, and persevering in his
denial, was threatened with death. ’
‘The poor dog, who so nobly fell a sacrifice
to his_inteFrit'y, was dragged into the kitchen
By the tail, for the purpose of intimidation;
but Mr. Loughman remained unmoved. On
this occasion, Whelan and the third man stood
as centinel over Mr. Loughman for a'time in
the parlour, but no personal’injury was offered
‘to him or any of the family ; the poor dog being
the only creature that suffered—and he  died a
hETO- . o > ' . E RN
The attempt to extort ‘money from Mr
Loughman proving ineffectual, thé gang det -
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parted ; but afterwards, to their great mortifi-
cation, it became well known that he had con-
cealed two hundred guineas in gold, spread
under a carpet, and fifty pounds in bank notes
behind a pictore, which circumstance made
those men very particular in their future scarches
for money, and very cautious in giving credit
to the asseverations of those whose houses they
attacked.

On their departure, the banditti procecded
to the cabin of an acquaintance at Baliinaslee,
near Ballyraggcr, where they lay for the ve-
mainder of the night.  The next day an alarm
came, that a general search was commenced,
upoen which they.holted, from their place of con-
cealment 3 but though the country was scoured
by different partics of gentlemen well mounted,
and attended, with zeal and alacrity, by num-
bers of the peasantry, they again evaded pur-
suit, and remained at large, a terror to the
country. . L

Three wecks having ¢lapsed since the Captain
broke gaol,and outran the good men of Marybo-
rough, he went to visit his friends at Moyne;
and in company with Whelan and his other
companion, remained there two days carousing.
From thence the party tripartite paid their
complimentary visits Lo their acquaintances in
the neighbourhood of Ballinakil, where they
continued indulging in good cheer, and as high
glee, as if they feared neither law nor punish-
wént. In the midst of these sublunary enjoy -
ments; and false elevation of spirits; intelligence
arrived, that a-servant _b?}onglng to Caplain
Stubber, of the last-mentioned town, was in &
e w days to. carry three hundred pounds to hig
praster from Kilkennyé sTlus renewed Grant’s
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hopes of making a transatlamic voyage, and
with two satellites e proceeded to the roud
leading from Balhinakill to Ballyragget, ex-
pecting to mect the servant, and intercept the
treasure. ‘I'hey remained hovering about the
highway for the two following days, anxiously
watching the sppearance of their prey; and on
the third duy, wearied in mind by disappoint-
ment, went to Dinan-bridge, witgin four miles
of Kilkenny, fearing they might be noticed, by
continuing too long on one station.

~ Here they received informai'on that ¢ wenk-
headed fellow, in the sceret, having takenso
much whiskey into” his stomach, that his wit
flew out of his eraninm, had communicated the
design to a person acquainted with the servant;
this honest man dispatched a letter to Ballina-
kill, advising the servant to change his route,
which he did, and carried the money to his
master in safety. The party, certain that the
money was now in the posscssion of Captain
Stubber, determined npon immediately attack-
ing that gentlcman’s house. .

Here occurs the most serious and fata] trans-
action, that marks the life of Captain Jeremiah
Grant, : .

To perpetrate this robbery; Grant, on the
Saturday previous-to the day determined on,
was conducted, by two friends, to the demesne
of Mpr. Stubber, for the purpose of inspecting
the doors and windows of the mansion, and the
sitvation of the out offices. Having settled the
plan of . attack, they returned to a cabin on the
lands of Scotch-lath, to ‘which they had for
some time been in the habit of resorting 5 and’
having strengthened their party by an_addi-
sional recruit, on Monday, the 25th of March,



73

about nine olclock in the evening, this desperate
gang, now forming a quadruple alliance, offen-
sive and defensive, and being well armed with
loaded pistols, got into the kitchen garden,
where they remained perdue, watching the ser-
vants passing and re-pussing, for a cousiderable
time. - .. ' ~
- - They then took their stalion in a hen-honse;;
and overheard a servant, accompanying his
breathing with the sonarous notes of snoring,
as he lay on straw succumbent, in one of the
out buildings, and who proved to be the coach-
wman. Of him - they instantly took the whip-
hand, and, in the crack of a lash, pinned him
down, and Whelan putting .a pistol to his
breast, the others raised him up, shaking like
a Chinese mandarin upon a cabinet; or, which
is more germain to the occasion, like crook-
backed Richard, of bloody memory, rising with
his hair « erect, as quills upon the fretful por-
cupine,” and frcezing under. the - horrors of
viewing, in a dream, the royal ghosts of inno-
cent princes, murdered by himself, and his as-
sassins. Being asked if there was any visitor,
or gentleman with Captain Stubber, he answer-
ed, with quivering lip, and freezing - heart—
¢ Yes, your honors, Mr. Attorney. Wolfe' is
with him;” and added every other information
required. . Afier delaying some-time with the
shuddering Jehu, a girl made her appearance
to carry water from a pump. The ‘%?n‘g took
- off their shoes, and tripped lightly after; and
entered the.kitchen with the damsel, as Jews
enter ~synagogues,-in stocking. feet, but. with a
vcrg'l~_dxﬁ'e1'ent purpose, .not-:‘to-;pz'a){.—but to
steale . - ol L e e e
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They found the servants assembled in a so-
sial circle, laughing, and joking, and tippling:
punch. The Cuaptain produced a pistol—down
foll glasses, and down fell countenances; fear
succeeded jollity; and the company became
scized with languor as stultifying as, if instead
ol aqua vite, they had been drinking the stu-
pifying water of Acheron. Not & creature
breathed loud as a whispering zephyr ;—not
even a * Heaven preserve us” was -ejaculatcd,
unless mentally, accompanied by a smothered
sigh—the men, and what is more extraordina-
ry, the women became tongue-tied. :
. 'The Captain took one of the females by the
hand, and with an-imperative voice, that shook
to the very centre of the bosom, commanded
her to conduct him to the dining parlour : She,
very loath, obeyed. At this time, one of the
party guarded the servants.in the kitchen ; ano-
ther stood sentinel at the outside door, and
‘Whelan followed the Captain and his fair coa-
ductress to. the parlour. '
The Captain; expecting that Mr. Wolfe was
in the room, and not knowing that Captain
Stubber was an old invalid, whose fighting days
had clapsed ; but supposing, from his military
title, which always conveys an idea of courage;
and skill in the exercise of arms, that he would
not easily succeed in the execution of the rob+
bery, made his approaches to the scene of ac-
tion with great caution. - .
‘The entrance from. the kitchen to the pars
lour being narrow, dark, and intricate, he uns
grasped Tis hand from that of the servant,.
keeping her in front, and holding her gown
behind, - that she might not slip from him.and
alarm her master and his company. And in
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this manner, with his living target covering
him in front, he entered the parlour. -
The moment he appeared, Captain Stubber
seeing a strange man armed with a pistol ' pre-
sented at him, sprung from his seat, and with
spirits not to be expected from a soldier ad-
vanced in years, and weakened by sickness,
seized the intruder by the coat. Grant did not
strixe, but gently pushed the old gentleman
from him, and Capuin Stubber’s oot being
tripped by the carpet, he was brought to his
knees. He stilll, however, kept his grip of the
* nocturnal intruder, and struggled hard to bring
him down. The heart of Grant always re-
taining e portion of the milk of human kindness,
was niow touched with compassion. He (as he
afterwards expressed) felt veneration for the
silver locks of the veteran, and admired . his
courage in bravely siruggling, and:treated.hi
person with gentleness and respect. - -
Mrs. Stubber seeing the situation of. her
husband, fearless of danger, came to his assist-
ance. She also laid hold of Grant, and ex-
claimed in accents of terror, yet gentle, ¢ Sir,
sir, don’t injure an old gentleman :” on which,

Grant quitted ‘ber husband. :

* Onentering the parlour; the daor had closed;
and. the lock having a spring-bolt, excluded
‘Whelan from coming forward. Hearing the
bustle within, he apprchended that his leader
was overpowered. f course, for his bravery
‘was egjunal to his. ferocity, he exerted his utmost
'strength to gain admittance, and by very ex-
Araordinary :efforts, to which few men would be
.equaly he burst the door, and rushed, . or ra- -
ther: . tumbléd- violently into the:parlour, “at the -
jnstant Grant had quieted the apprehensions.of
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the old lady; and Captain Stubber retired to
a chair.

Leaving Whelan on guard, Grant returned
to the kitchen, to see if all matters were sale
there; and not perceiving symptoms of resist-
-ance, or signs of giving alarm, he brought a
small boy into a back room, whom he examin-
vd, and cross-examined very closely, in crder
to discover whether all the scrvants were . at
home, and threatcned to shoot him if he spoke
fulsely, or prevaricated. The child, quivering
like a lamb in the fangs of a wolf, promised to
tell truth ; Le assured him none of the family
were abroad—and he was credited. .

Before Grant. had gone into the house, he
strictly ordered the person who kept watch out-
side, to walk round the building, and keep rap-
ping at the different windows within his reach,
changing the tones of his voice frequently, that
the” honest people within might believe there
were a number of rogues without. -This subtle
invention had the desired effect, by keeping up
@ continued terror; as those within really con-
ceived that a numerous gong surrounded the
mansion, and were ready to massacre the fi-
mily, in case of opposition. Probably Grant
had read Molier’s Cheats of Scapin, ond teok
his hints from that humourous drama. :

.Grant having called for lights, the cook sup-
plied-him ; amﬁ accompanied by her, who pro-
“hably expected kindness which he never thought
of participating, she led him, as Adam did Eve
o the nuptial ﬁower,' and they ascended to the’
‘upper chambers. - However, scandal - has ‘not
thrown ‘uny impatation upon this zd/e 4 téte,
though certainly the female professor of. the.
eulinary art, upen a subsequent occasion, acted,

-
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in respect to Grant, with great delicacy, arising,
no doubt, from the scnse she had imbibed of
his polite attention to her when up stairs.

He searched every place—he used every per-
suasion to induce his fair companion to point
out deposits of money and plate. She shewed
him every spot he required ; and he succeeded
in procuring sowe guineas, halt-guineas, and
silver, but no bank paper. These he seized
with as much coolness and" seng-froid, as a re-
venue officer, tax-gatherer, or bailiff—as also
two casc of pistols, and two guns. The Iatter
articles were very acceptable, the gang being in
great want of fire-arms, and these being in ex-
cellent order—but those guns, taken for de-
fence, afterwards proved serious evidence on
their trial. :

Returning to the kitchen with the cook, who,
though with looks somewhat languishing, was
divésted, in r great degree, of her former fears,
he ordered whiskey; which he distributed among
the folks present, as liberally as if it were his
own; and they drank to” his health, and long-
life and happiness, cheerfully, as if he was their
master: Indeed the poor peoplé thought a po-
tion of this vivifying liquor, necessary to ve-
cruit their animal spirits, after-the languor and
lassitude into which apprehension of death had
sunk them ; many of the females, even the cook
herself, before she went up stairs with Grant,
haying, exhibited: symptoms- of approaching
hysterics ; but she was now quite an - altered
thing : and the all-powerful influence of patteen,
like the nectar of the heatlien-deities, not_qnly
braced her nerves, but brightened up languish.
ing glances in her) eye, and. sent. forth praise
from her tongue, instilling into-her fellow-ser-

LS
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vants preat.respect for his honour, the intre-
pid. Captain, with whom they ]uu%hed, and
quaffed, and made merry, ungratefully forget-
ting the misfortune of that excellent master and
' mistress, at whose expensethey were becoming
intoxicated, and who supplicd them with bread;
nay, some of them entreated him to.procure
more whiskey from ¢ Skinny,” thic appellation
by which they chose to designate their lady.
There was a blacksmith present at this scene

of inebriety, named Forestal; he entreated not
to be brought into the presence of Mr. and
Mrs Stubber, they not knowing he was in the
house, and he having strong oljection that
they should ; as it might bring down anger and
resentment on the servants, he carryiug on an
amorous intercourse with one of the females.
Grant complied with his request, and at the
same time gave him a parcel of silver, part of
the plunder up stairs, which the fellow reccived
without shewing  the slightest compunction.
Yet. this worthy Cyelopse, who, on recciving
the donation, prayed most fervently that hea-
ven would bless and protect the donor from
"harm and bis enemies, was afterwards a prin-
cipal voluntary witness against him on trial: so
was not the generous cook, as will hereafter
appear. _ '

* The scene now changes again to the parlour.’

‘Grant, on entering, candidly informed Mrs.
Stubber, he would return all the plate and va-
luable articles in the house, if she ‘would give
fifty guineas  for their redemption. The Jady
answered, * Sir,. we have_no money, having
paid the whole sum we received from. Kilkenny,
‘to different persons.”. He demanded to see the
receipts' of those disbursements; which’ she
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declined producing, and this induced her in-
quisitor strongly to suspect the money was con-
cealed, and in the house : under this impression
he commenced a second search, ransacked every ~
apartment, and in a small dark closet dis-
covered a tronk of plate, belonging to a widow’
lady, named Philips ; this he seized, not know-
ing the owner, and declared, the day before his
death, that had he known it was the property
of Mrs. Philips, he would have considered it
sacred ; as she was his country-woman, and’
many of her relations bad been his juvenile
companions, for some of whom he retained a’
warm friendship.

The trunk of Mrs. Philips had been depo-
sited with Mrs. Stubber for safety, and that
lady seemed by far more auxious for its preser-
vation, than' for her own property. Unfor-
tunate it was for Grant that it ever came to’
his possession, as it afterwards became weighty
evidence, on the part of the Crown, against%iiiu
and Whelan, _ .

On departing from the parlour, he cautioned
Whelan to be particularly watchful, that no-
thing should be concealed ; and Whelan, who
had the eye of a lynx, perceiving Mrs, Stub-
ber busied in one corner of the room,“took no
notice then 3 but on. Grant’s return, informed
him,. in Irish, of what he had observed. His
expression, literally translated, was, pointing to'
the corner, ¢ she was. there very' like-a hen
"going to lay eggs,” and desired him to search, -
which he did, and found a gold watch concealed
under: the carpet, where helooked, recollecting
it was under Louglilan’s carpet, that gentleman’s
treasure had Ueen hid: Here the search ceased,.
and he told the lady he} In_u,lst borrow: one of the:
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coach horses; to convey him to Dublin undcr &
jaunting car. _

It being two o’clock in the morning, and
Aurora peeping from behind the horizon, while
the sky-lark with dulcet mattins gave notice of
the sun’s approach, to retreat became pradent;
although convinced the money sought for was
deposited in some secret place: accordingly,
they tied up the different articles of plunder in’
a large cloth, and sent them off, accompanicd
by Mrs. Philips's trunk of plate, under care of
the man who waited outside, directing him
where to go. After a short time Grant departed,
leaving directions with. Whelan and, the other
robber, to remairi in the house about half an
Your after. He took with him the fire arms,
proceeding to a house convenient, where he
joined some friends who were waiting his arrival
with anxious impatience, to share the large
sums of money in expcctation, but which never
came to his hands. 'Whelan and his com-rogue
soon . after came in, when the plate was ex-
amined, and then concealed till a favourable
opportunity for making a division.

At night, Grant and Whelan set off for
Kilkenny, to assist a friend, charged with 2
capital felony, who was to be tried at the assizes,
which was to commence the next day. :

In the main street of Kilkenny, opposite the
court-house, they met Kennedy, the farmer,”
whose house they had plundered, as before nos
ticed. The Captain wentup to him, and en-
quired, with an unconcerned countenance and
{amiliar air—¢ Have you- any fijends in the
dock ?? Kennedy bluntly answered < I hnve
not.” The ‘Captain rejoined, « pardon my
euriosity, Sir ; 1 asked you the question becanse



81

I though tyou Jooked melancholy.” The sor-
rowf{ul Kennedy replied, ¢ no wonder I should
look grave and melancholy ; that rascal, called
Captain Grant, and his crew of free booters,
robbed me a few nights ago in my own house;”
little thinking the inquisitive stranger he was
conversing with, was the principal plunderer of
his property. '

On another day he stocd close to Mr. Lough-
lan, who knew him not; and with unparallcled
cfitontry accompanied the. prisoners from the
court-house to the gaol; an act of temerity ra-
ther than true courage; it was running an un-
necessary risque, even though he and Whélan
were well armed, each having three pair of
pistols loaded, and stuck in leathern belts inside
large loose great coats, called trustics ; with a
‘quantity of ammunition wade up in ball car-
“tridges, and a small pistol concealed in a sleeve.
Had an attempt to arrest either been made, mur-
der must inevitably have been the consequencc';
“these desperadoes having agreed to. shoot the
first man that laid hold of either of them ; and
there can be no doubt but they would have
stood by each other, and have fought to the
last moments of their lives. .

. Getting information that Mr. and Mrs!
Loughlan . had sworn informations against.
Martin Whelan, brother to Carrol Whelan,
_ and had identified him before a justice of the
"~ peace, as the person who had held the candle, on
“the night of the burﬁ]ury in their house, they
yesolved on . having im'defe'nded; employed
a solicitor, feed counsel ; and on one of those
“jrrisistible affidavits, which contain all the fa-
- terials required, whether trie or’ false:'}it_)st-
poned his trial till the ensuing assizes, resp]\rln'g
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o make themselves known to M. Louglan in
the interim, andconvince him, as the truth was,
that lie was wrong in swearing against Martin
;Vhelan, who was not one of those who robbed

im. : :

They ventured to remain in Kilkenny till the
termination of the assizes, not dttempting any
fresh adventure. They rcturned to the neigh-
bourhood of Ballinakill, intending to coin the
plate in their poscssion into half-crown tokens.
An apparatus for coining had been procured,
and as the coinage was of silver, pure as that
issued at the bank of Ireland, it would of course
pass current, and the identity of the stolen
plate be destroyed. _

This scheme, however, proved abortive ; the
different associates to whom they exhibited their -
ill-gotten treasure, became as deeply enamonred
with the silver spoons, tankards, sugar bowls,
salvers, and other precious articles, as antiqua-

.rians and natural philosophers are with old
urns, coing, medals, shells, and petrefactions—
but with this difference, these innocent people
acgl:xirc to lay up ; the robber plunders, to la-

vish. ’

The Captain’s generous heart took compas-
sion on the yenrnings of those rapaciouswretch-
es, and considered it equitable to ‘distribute
some valuable articles amongst them. He had
‘no spspicion of their present integrity 3 andin-
tended to bind them to his interests in futuré,
by obligation ; sp he adopted tliis mode, Iy
which historians have asserted, that the sreit
Sir Robert. Walpole, while Prime ‘Mimiétet,
contrived to attach to his political intercsts,
lords and commoners ; it being his maxim; that
s ’gvery man has-his price.” - Molern minitters
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never bribe; they only remunerate. The
place follows the service.

“ The friends yon have, and their adnption tried,
“ Grapple them to vour sou! with hooks of stcel.”

So says Shakespear—but the subtle politician,
as well as the cunning depredator, know that
no hooks for grappling friends, are equal to
hooks of gold or silver. Give a corrupt man
enough of those precious metals, and

< Bid him go to hell, ta bell he goes.”

Grant requiring his associates to continue
faithful to him, as their leadér and commander,
consented to make a-dividend of the plate,
which he apportioned with the integrity of a
commissioner of bankrupts, keeping no part
to himself. -

It being now the commencement of that ge-
nial monﬁ1, when smmmer approaches,  and
daisies and primroses deck the gay greenj
when the little songsters of the woods open
their vocal throats to woo their destincd mates,
and the sweet and warm passion ol love per-
vades the softening hearts of lads  and lasses—
that is, April, having appeared, smiling and
Wweeping; in sunshine and in gentle showers,

the banditti retired. to different cabins in-the .

neighbourhood of Ballinakill, drinking and
carousing, and indulging in amorous dalliance,
with Blouzabellas, as knights ertants of old,
with beauteous dames and damse!s. )

“Early iu_this month, the Captain received an
express from a confidential ’fngnd, an acute
spy, residing near Mr. Horan’s, in the vicinity
of Maryborough, informing him that a young
lady, named- Flood, who possessed a consider-
able perso

“H 2

nal fortune, was then an a visit with.
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that gentleman, and had deposited “her pro-
perty in his hiouse. |
" 'The Captain immediately beat to arms; his
land pirates soon surrounded him, and resolved
on abandoning amorous delights, and whiskey,
and fly to arws and plunder. Yet, on consi-
deration, it appeared most prudent that two
or three only should undertake the expedition.
On the 10th of April, he and Carrol Whe-
Jan, who was constantly in attendance, as the
hedge sparrow on the cuckow, procecded from
their place of retivement, near Bullyragget,
through Durrow, late in the evening 5 the road
‘'being very heavy, in consequence of rain, and
they greatly futigued, they halted near Abbey-
leix. Here Grant, with one of thaose instru-
ments necessary to facilitate hurglarious entries,
assisted by Whelan, forced a stable door, anil
captured @ mule. Then they broke into ano-
ther stable, where they distrained a nag, of
qualities ecqual to the celcbrated war-horse of
‘that puissant Irish general, Sir Teague O‘Re-
gan, or the no less' renowned charger of the
valiant Don Quixotte; high in bone, low in
flesh, but obstinate in disposition as a pig, al-
ways going backward when he should push for-
ward, and holding in utter contempt whip and
spur, coaxing and courtesy, saving when enticed
‘by a feed of oats, With this palfrey, kicking,
‘plunging, and displaying every symptom of res-
tiveness exhijbited- in caricature, by the plates
of Gambado, the Captain got him into a sham-
bling trots and ‘Whelan, mounted oun his mulé,
siding by the Captain’s side, "like Sancho Pan-
" cho on his dapple ass, they urged their way
to within a mile of Mtelick’s mills, intending
‘to surprise the proprietor with a nocturaal vi-
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sit, vie e armis, and tiake toll of his portable
property, ' '

The same night the Captain, Carral Whe-
lan, and anether of the gang, who joined them
on the road, reconnoitered Mr. Horaii's thoase,
and the -mills; they disapproved attacking the
Tatter -on account of the number of houses on
the premiscs, and the :mnny doors and windows
requiring several persons to guard them.

Mpr. Horan's house being fixed on, the con-
spirators took up their quarters, that night,
near the mills; and early next evening, the
‘Captain and Whelan ‘walked to Mr. Horvan's

“hay-yard, where they hnd been informed they
might probably surprise him, and his step-
daughter Miss Flood; who, -every evening, vi-
sited with him the stable of a fuvourite’poney

When the worthy condiseiples came into the
hay-vard, perceiving a light in the house, the
Captain approached the door from- vhich it
issned, and overheard a voice within. . "He
tried the Iatch, but could not raise it; and -be-
ing unable, without force and noise, to gain
admission, and fearing to alarmm the family, he
‘and his companion watched, with silent pa-
tience, .until Mr. Horan opened it, ‘in a few
“minutes after, passing to the stable with Miss
Flood. Grant followed with caution, and
found two servants. dressing the horses. At
first, the sight startled him . but soon recover-
ing from’ trepidation, he politely saluted Mr.
‘Horan, saying, * Sir, I presume’ to -ask your
name?” . Mr. Horan not knowing the Gaptain,
‘without the slightest ‘ag_l'tntlon., answcved—
< My name, Sir, is ‘Horan ; ‘have you any
‘business with me ?” when Grant, ‘still preserv-
ing good ‘manners, replied—s¢ You drethe
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‘gentleman I desire to converse with.”  Then
turning to Miss Flood, continued, Whelan
then appearing, ¢ Pray, Madam, be not alarm-
ed 5 we only come in-a friendly manner, to bor-
row arms.”

The lady, notwithstanding this intimation
of safety, delivered with mildness and respect,
trembled’ in every merve, while Mr. Horan
assured him he had no arms—¢¢ What, Sir!”
says Grant, in a peremptory tone, “ where is
Mr. Flood’s fowling piece—we have been told
it is in your possession.” Mr. Horan, still
preserving a steady voice and manner, replied,
« Mr. Flood is not at home, and has his fowl-
ing-piece with him.”

Miss Flood had noi viewed the countenance
of Carrol Whelan, whose dress and appear-
ance being rustic and uncouth, terrified her
cxceedingly. Grant perceiving she was near
fainting, went up to her, hat in hand, and with
a soft, kind- voice, said, ¢ Be not alarmed,
Madam ;.vest satisfied you need not appreheml
the slightest rudeness from me or this” (he was
going to say gentleman, but the word stuck in
his throat) ¢ person who nttends me. 1 hold
you, and all your sex, in great vespect.—Alas !
I have a wife, 1 have daughters of my own—
I love them.—I never injured woman kind in
my life,”<-and the tears rose to his eyes, and
filtered down his manly ‘cheeks.—Yet, asto-
nishing, he persevered in his intent! Habit
had destroycd those qualities witli which nature
- had endowed him, ~ : .

- It being still light, two others of the gang,
who were deputed to assist in this robbery, were
_unwilling to make their appearance; and Grant
continied conversing with Mr. Horan for near



87

an hour, impressing upon him that no per-
sonal injury was intended Mr. Horan re-
plied, ¢ Sir, 1 only feel for the lady. I am a
soldier, not to be intimidated ; and aithough in
your power, yet, no doubt you are a brave
man, and as such 1 confide in your humanity.”
Grant bowed, and sighed deeply. Mr. Horan
procecded-—¢ Indeed, Sir, the mission you are
on, pardon the frecdom 1 tnke, is far be-
neath a person of your gentleman-like appear-
ance, demeanor, and mild manners.”
Day-light had now closed, "and the other
robbers having at this instant arrived at the
stable, precluded a reply 3 one of them was or-
dered to guard the two servants,” who-had
crouched almost under the manger, in astonish-
ment; and the Captain walked ‘quietly- with
Mr. Horan -and Miss Tlood to the dwelling-
house ;' Whelan and -another robber following
at.a respectful distance. e
Mr. Horan knocked very loud at his 'hall
door, and called upon a boy, named . Neil, -to
open it. On the boy’s coming out; he was in~
stantly sccured, and bronghtinto the kitchen,
* where were all .the family, except Mrs. Horau,
who was in the parlour. :Grant was proceed-
ing to.the parlour to-bring Mrs. Horan to the
kitchen; but recollecting she might be alarm-
ed at his;sudden sppearance alone, he request-
ed Mr. Horan to accompany him, and to
soothe his lady’s apprehensions, should she be
alal'med_ .Ml'- Hoj’an _pueceded Gl’&n’l{, and in
rather a jocose manner; as he .came into ‘the
parlour, “said, My dear, some honorable
1nen thave paid us avisit, with intent to search:
shethouse. for arms:® The lady ;a‘nsw.ex-gd
..prompﬂy, and without agitl_ithn_;:4 The gen-
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tlemen are welcome to do so; and I hope they
will not seriously alarm, or injure any of the
family.” :

Mr. and Mrs. Horan having been cop-
ducted to the kitchen, and left under the
care of Whelan, Grant proceeded to search
the other apartments, and several articles
of plate wcere collected ; but litle or no
moncey was discovered.  On going into an ele-

ant furnished drawing-room, he tried his
fingers on a piano forte of remavkable fine tone,
and praised it with skilful obscrvations. He
played some soft interesting airs, and appeared
affected while he played. This instrument he
perfectly understood, and was master of many
others. Finding a flageolet, he brought it to
.the kitchen, intending to cheer the prisoners
there, but though he piped with. the skill of
Pan, the rural deity of the woods, his music had
not a sympathetic cffcct sufficient to produco
unison upon their nerves, to shew their skill in
the mazy rounds of Terpsichore, the light-footed

oddess of dancing. Mrs. Horan and Miss

rlood were not only amateurs but practitioners

of course paid him many compliments on bis
. musical talents, a quality ' '

.. % which oft hath such a charm,
to make bad gond, and good provoke to harm.”

‘¢ The man who has not music in himself

Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds,

Is fit for treasons, stralagems and spoils ;

The motions of his souf are dull as night,

And hi: affections dark as Erebus— .

Let no such man be trusted.”

Mrs. Horan complaining of cold, no fire be-
ing .in the kitchen, the family were removed
_into the parlour., Grant then went into the

stable, and ordered the servants to pfep‘afe the
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horses, in order to convey away the booty 5 bat,
on consideration, he returned to Mr. Horan,
telling him he would return the plate for fifly
pounds or guinens; Mr. Horan dejured he had
not a guinea in the house, either in gold or in
b.nnk notes; and from the manuer of his asser~
tion Grant believed him sincere.  They then
agreed, that Grant, upon recciving fifty pounds
at a -place appointed, should return the entire
);Il'opcrty. Grant also proposed, that if Mr.

oran would obtain for him a protection till he
quitted the country, every article of the booty
should be restored ; informed him who he was;
and Mr. Horan promised to exert himself.

The thieves now placed part of the ill ac-
quired wealth upon two of Mr. Horan’s hiorses,
and Miss Flood’s poncy, Grant assuring her,
at his departure, that her favourite anima}
should be returned. She was a young lady, as
Grant expressed himself to her, of amiable
and accomplished manners; and he severely
regrettéd to give her uneasiness, even for a short
time; but we are not informed whether he per-
formed his promise, and probably some casualty
rendered it impossible. '

On leaving Mr. Horan's house, Grant, Whe-
lan, and their companions rode off; when they
‘came near Ballyroan, they considered it impru-
dent to convey the booty they had acquired to
the neighbourhood of Ballinakill ;. feau_r_)g their
friends there might take as :stronga liking to
it; ‘as to the plate taken from My. Stubber ; and
of course, that Grant might find it difficulg to -
pérform' his Pproniise of restitution to Mr. Ho-
ran, according to his agreement. “The Pl“‘_ldﬂ'
was therefore. concealed in a straw haggard,
within a short distance of the town of Bally«
.'roan ; <&0d they continued their journey to -
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M;. Frencli’s at Ballinakill, where they arrived
about day-light. In order to prevent suspicion
of having crossed Mr. French's demesue, they
rode up a lane which led towards Ballyragget,
where they left the horses, and then doubled
buck through the demesne, to the neighbour-
hood of Bouley-bawn, where they took cover ;
having first placed one spy in the town of Bal-
linakill, and three or four other confidential
out-posts along the road, to communicate from
one to another by signal, that no suspicion
might be entertained of the gang not having
lett that part of the country.
~ They remained at this p{ace, without alarm,
for three or four days, until they collected a
strong band, to whom Grant mentioned the
particulars of the compact Letween him and
Mr. Horan. His associates were dissatisfied to
have the plunder delivered to Mr, Horan, ac-
cording to the terms agreed on between that
gentleman and Grant, thinking the protection
promised by him could not be obtained ;
and Grant judging it not prudent, or safe, to
act against the unanimous opinion of so for-
midable a banditti, at length consented-to bring
the booty to the old depot at Ballinakill ; and
the following night, taking thrce horses with
him, brougﬁt it to head quarters. Soon asthe
valuables were displayed, each thief exerted
himself in stealing . what he could lay hold on 3
and the whole treasure,. with necromantic slight
of hand, disappeared. Grant; as he had done
‘before, - disgusted by the conduct of the villains,
not-taking auny part to himself, but‘lénving, the
whole to his rapacious comrogues ;- whose con=
duct contradicted the old adage, ¢ hopour

among - thieves.”,
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They remained secretly in this place some
time; and were greatly caressed, and made
welcome guests by several persons in and about
the town of Ballinakill, drinking, carousing,
and making merry every night, and slumbering
the better part of the day-—keeping a close look-
out, by picquets, to prevent surprise. :

rant having got intoxicated one night

which was very unusual with him, one of the
party stole from his pocket some pieces of fo--
reign gold coin, which he had kept as curiosi-
tics, and had been taken at Mr. Horan's.
Some few nights after this pilfering, the two
who assisted at Mr. Horan’s robbery, came
from their retreat to reccive from Grant their
share of the spoil ; and were much disappointed
and irritated, at finding the whole was disposed
of. Their Captain, however, gave them some
pieces of gold ‘coin, which had escaped the
search of the thief who pilfered his pocket the
night of his inebriety, some articles of wearing
apparel, and a sheet, which they pledged in
Abbeyleix on their return’s and this incautious
act had nearly led to their detection.

-About. this time it was consids od expedient
to visit a Mr. Coyle, afarmer, residing at Cul-
linagh; not to procure monéy, as little could be
expected from him, bnt to”exccute a wicked .
and cruel design, which the Captain disliking,
declined to be of the party; but, his acquies-
cence being insisted on by the others, he, after
a long contest, consented. About night-fall, he;
Whelan, and three others, started from theold -
ground, through Graignasmuiton, FO“‘.I,“"‘F;I., .
by one of the 'pa_'rty,'wh_?. being very. mucly,
in liquor; like an #gnus fatus, alias will-0’-.
the wisp, brought theIm through . very .d!.if .

B
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agreeable and contrary part of the country,
over bog and quagmire, to the great shogrin’
of Grant. _ -
- ~Passing by Graignasmutton, one of the party
weat into a smith’s forge, and brought out
sledge ; and after drinking some spirits at a
public house, they all proceeded to Cullinagh.
On arriving at Mr. Coyle’s house, they found
the family innocently indulging in gaiety and
ﬁood humour. Grant not wishing to enter the
ouse, well knowing what would follow, kept
in the rear, which he was not accustomed to
do in similar cases, always leading the van;
but on this occasion let the party act by thew-
selves, well knowing no one would attempt to
venture in, without he or Whelan tsking the
lead, and he cautioned Whelan against assum-
ing the post of danger. Several shots were
fired, by the subaltern robbers, into the house.
Grant hearing a moan within, when the last
shot was fired, thought some person was
wounded, if not dying, upon which he struck
the man who had discharged his pistol, and
threatened to shoot him if he dischavged
another shot. = Seven shots were fired into the
house ; none were returned ; the windows were
broken into shivers, yet not one of the party
would venturetoenter. Grantlingered about the
house for some time, soliciting the others to re-
treat, and spoke so loud, that the people inside
should hear him, which they did. - Grant whis-
percd Whelan, and desired him to pretend to
‘set fire to the building, that the rest of the party
-might think that they had effected this diaboli-
cal purpose. Whelan having procured fire,
proceeded towards the back of the house, and
Grant ohserving & lerge pool of water jn the -
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front, directed him to put the burning turf in
the thatch near the pool, it being convenient
for those within to extinguish the fire, when the
incendiaries should be gone. This had the de-
sired effect, and the other three of the party
then went off. The fire being partial, was soon
extinguished, and Grant and Whelan return-
ing to the old quarters, remained there for some
il)'S- -

At this time, Mr. White’s people of Scotch-
rath beginning to sow oats upon lands near
Ballinakill, which had been taken from tenants
unable or unwilling to pay the rent, Grant and
Whelan were deputed to attack them; to cut
the harness, break the ploughs, shoot the
horses, and to rob the steward, whon they had
been informed had, that day, received seven
pounds. That they could cross the country
mounted on Mr. White’s coach-horses, which
they understood would be harrowing; but the
€oach-horses not coming, and the others being
unable to carry them, their scheme became
abortive. : ,

Their money being reduced to the lowest
ebb, it was settled that ‘Grant and Whelan
should go to Mr. White's, of Scotchrath, and
take two horses from thence, which .they were
informed were of the best description. _Grant
not knowing the place, a person from Ballina-
kill, well acquainted with the farm, conducted
. him to the house. = Grant went in through the

stable window, and inspected the horses; but
the ‘night being short, and having taken some
time viewin 'T:Ee .dwelling house, he deferred
capturing the horses until the following night,
' The néxt day, he-and Whelan went off; éarly
in the evening, through Mr. French's demesne,
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end the least frequented part of the country,
until they came to Scotchrath. They called at
two or three public houses on their way, but
would not be admitred, on account of the re-
cent robberies; which now . spread gencral
alarm. «

" Having got into Mr. White’s stable, about
one o’clock in the mornixg, and remuzincd there
some time, endeavouring to regulate old saddles
and Lridles; and one of the horses being wild,
it was with much difficulty they could saddle
him; they led them through a little grove at
the rear of the house, from that to the lodge,
where thiey broke out through a very strong
ixedgc,’and arrived ay Bouleyiawu’nbout» day-

ight. ’ '

anving fed the horses, and rested for about
an hour, they faced off towards Castlecomer
hills, where they were told they would meet
the Rev. Mr. Stubber, and his man Charles

M‘Lane, hunting; upon whom they were direct-
ed by their associates to commit depredations 3
but were ordered by Grant to spare his person
and property. Indeed, Grant was not anxious to
inect this Reverend Divine, particularly on ac-
sount of his profession: so, without seeking -
him, they proceeded to a friend’s habitation.
near Castlecomer; put up their horses, and
‘went to sléep, of whicl réfreshment they were in
need, from the fitigue of the foregoing pight.
Having agreed to go towards Kilkenny, to try
their fortune on'the high road, between that
tity and Waterford, they passed by Ballinakill.
that night, and from' thence to Ballyragget.
One of the borsés having lost a shoe, they otone
put on by a smith in that neighbourhood, who
they afterwards foynd knew them, and had
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him, as they conversed in the forge, that they
were going to the county of Cork, fearing he
might entertain suspicions, and have them pur-
sued ; and the smith listened, without shewing
in the slightest manner what passed in his
mind respecting his customers. ‘

The saddles and bridles being old, and
very much out of order, Grant inquired of
Whelan if he knew any gentleman’s stables,
where they could make an exchange. Whelan
mentioned Mr. Butler's, of Ballycondra.—
Grant respecting this very amiable character,
was loth to trespass on his'property; but, not
knowing where clse to procure a supply, they
went there, and procured bridles and saddles
to their liking., -

The same night they proceeded to Kilkenny;.
arrived eurly in the morning, and put up their
horses. They found no more than five shil-
lings in their pockets ; but were well satisfied.
they should collect a supply before might—Lbe-
ing well mounted on Mr. White’s horses, and:
having Mr. Butler’s saddlcs, and Mr. Stubbd’s.
spurs, and amply provided with srms, ench.
baving three case of pistols stuck - in: his belg, .
with plenty of ammunition, and dressed like. .
gentlemen. S L

Whelan was not well used to_this kind of:
habit—nor was he used to riding, particularly
snch a horse as he now bestrode.” Grant made
him practise leaping stone walls, between KL"
kenny and Stoneyford, and he soon. became at
legst a middling horseman. Arriving at Bally.r
heale, having fed the cattle, and taken a slight.
repaist', they - found ‘their stock of money, rer;
duced to so smalla suf;gy as five-pence; and
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poverty made an imperative demand for en-
erease.  They lounged on the road leading to
Waterford, expecting booty, until at length, to
their great satisfaction; a carriage eame down
a hill, at some distance. Graut rode on alone,
to mect the carriage, warning Whelan, if he
saw him turn back after the carringe, to be up
immediately, as that would be a sign of his in-
tending to rob the travellers inside. -
* When Grant came up to the chaise, he per-
ceived a lady and gentleman therein, who proved
to be a Mr. and Mrs. Mac Shane, a merchant
from Waterford, and his lady. Having de-
manded their money, Mr. Mac Shane handed
him about three pounds, and Whelan having
_come upy Mr. Mac Shane said, ® I am sur-
prised to see persons of your gentecl appenr-
ance. acting in this manner.” % Pray, Sir,”
said Whelan, ¢ What is the hour?” and he
taking out a very large ~gold watch, Whelan
demanded it; the other was very loth to part
with his time-keeper, saying, it was a present,
a remembrance from a near fricnd. Grant
inquiring, and being informed who Mr. Mae
Shane was, and knowing a brother of his in’
the county of Tipperary, whom he highly re-’
garded, was very loth to tuke the watch, and
asked Mr. Mac Shane would he redeem it?
‘The other replied, ¢ I will ; -and will send fif-
teen pounds to any place you please to ap-
point.”” - Grant_said,” he would accept of but”
five guineas. The watch, we understand, has
been since restored. _ .
- 'While engaged with- Mr. Mac Shane, ano-
ther chaise came rolling down the hill. "Grant
sent Whelan forward to stop the chaise, but
the: driver not immediately pulling up the’

I3
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horses, when called to riop by Whelan, was
near being shot. Grant and Whelan, on go-
ing to the cl.aise, expecting to get a round.
sum, they found stuck in a corncr, an old,
well-dressed man, They gave him. the usual
salutation of ¢ Your mouey, Yir; your mo-
ney—no delay.” And inquiring'who he was,
were answered, “ 1 am Mr. Brennan, from:
CastlecOmcr, a hearth-money collector.” The
collector did not like such visitors as pro-
+duced pistols ; and proved a very cross, stiff,.
and stubborn old codger. The gentlemen . of
the road found great difficulty in mwaking their
brother collector disburse; and this obliged:
Whelan to dismount, and go into the chaise -
and search ; where he got about thirty shillings,.
and an old silver cased tickler, not worth one
pound. A _ o . .
Grant, at parting, observed to Brennan,
“ You sordid curmuageqn, travelling with emp-.
ty pockets, to defraud the collectors on the -
king’s - high way—tell Mr. Cullen, your neigh-
bour, that he had better not amuse himself
with hunting Captain Grant ; but keep at howse,.-
as the Captain and his corps are _yery impg--
tient to hunt him ; let him not give them a_
scent, or he may be run down in. the chases.
for, we are determined, if once he gives us a
talli-ho, to stick close to hisbrush.” =~ . ..
After parting from the chaise, our heroes,, -
who had ‘now acquired the highest title appro-
priated to. ¢ highwaymen,” pursued, with ele-:
vated minds. and  gallant deportment, -empty
stomachs, and full pockets, their way to .Wate_r-; :
ford. .Passing Mullinavat, the Captains, for ;-
they are no_l:ﬁaotl; Coptains, turned up. a bye-.-
road, fearing a pursuit, passing through a:
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country village called Kilmacow. Before: thoy
cume to the latter place, they overtook a man
driving pigs. Grant inquired who he bought
the pigs for? He answered—a gentleman in
Waterford. Upon which, his money was de-
manded by Whelan. The swineherd handed
him a pocket-book, .containing about thirteen
pounds; and then asserted it was his own, and
his whole worldly store. Grant swore him to
the truth of his assertion—and believing him
to be sincerc, and -touched by his tears and
complaints, returned him the money. Like’
Robin Hood and his free-booters, he made it a
yule and boast, not to rob ‘the poor, and to
share with them what, he took from the rich;
a charity that carries with it a hanging crime,
having no effect in a court of justice. Fhe
maranders then turned towards Waterford-
_ Bridge, when they understood there was a fair
carrying on at-New Ross. On this informa-
tion they went into a public house, about three
miles from Waterford, intending to remain
until night; and in sbout an hour and a halfy
a-party appeared: of thase conservators of the
peace, called constables, but who are often
peace-brenkers, and promoters of riots. Two
of this puissant guard were on horseback, lead-
ing the van, the others were on foot; and all
werearmed. In uniform they were not -unlike
Falstaff’s new-raised levies, looking as if*they
had recently descended: from the gibbets, "or
broken out-of gaol. One of the cavalry was
mounted.on a bare-backed garran; who seemed
to have theuse of but three legs, and from con-
tinually turning his head to one side, was most
probably blind on the other ; he needed; how-
ever, no spurs, for there was no flesh between
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hide and ribs, of course no fecling; and his
rider, named Walsh, from Waterford-bridge,
scemed at once to keep his charger up and push
him forward, by beating about the head and
holdmg a tight rein. .In this manner, the
;:orps militaire gallantly approached the ale-
ouse, : . .
Grant and Whelan being in a parlour, re-
galing with punch, and their horses in the sta~
ble, foddered with clean straw, and luxuriantly
feedmg on corn, perceived the scourcrs of the
country coming forward in full parade. Though
nothing afraid, they instantly mounted their
orses, made a charge upon the conservators of
Ehe peace, overturned the cavalry, and put the
infantry to flight,” like a flock of sheep when
pursued by two wolves, or pigeons at the ap-
Pearance of a couple of eagles. . Grant attacked.
the horsemen, who made a stand, as their gar-
rans could not ran ; giving Whelan orders to
pursue those on font. One of the equestrians
having got at a distance, was overtaken by
Grant at a little village near PartingWater.. He.
roared for mercy, saying he was a poor, indus-
trious, inoffensive creature, from the .bridge of.
Waterford, and had not the least design of of-
f_end'mg his honor’s worship. Grant searched.
his pockets, and, among useless papers, got a.
four-poiind note, which, togethcr with a watch,
he made plunder of, according to-the rules and.
privileges of warj but, ﬁ'.ohi the very Plt{ﬁll,
manner in which he supplicated, and swearing
he was not a constable, nor; 8 -constable’s fol-.
lower, nor did he come in pursuit of him, he
returned the watch and money, desiring the fel-
low to"go about his business, .and never again,
to follow highwaymen, till he mustered a little
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more courage than he at present appeared mas-
ter of.

Grant perceiving Whelan at some distance,
engaged hunting the foot posse commitatus, and
they flying in every direction, roaring for quar-
ter, and tlrowing away what arms they had,
some cndeavouring to. thrust their pates into
any place of shelter, like pursued ostriches,
who think, by hiding the hecad, they save the
carcase, followed the chase, and overtook two
of the run-aways; and having chastised them
with a few smart blows of his cutting whip, he
-cautioned them against ever more searching for
him or his friepds. ' .

Fearing the country might be alarmed, the
Captains proceeded to Mr. Tighe's wood ; and
being much fatigued by the exercise of the bat-
tle, remained on a rising ground in the wood,
. from whence they could have a view of the
country. They remained on this post of obser-
vation until night; then proceeded on, through
Thomastown ta Bennet’s-bridge, where they fed
their ‘horses, and reposed themselves. I'rom
thence they proceeded to Kilkenny, passing
within a short distance of Ballyragget, and ar-
‘vived very much jaded, with very scanty prize=
moncy, considering the risque they had run;
leaving at Mr. French’s demesne Mr. Butlet’s
snddles, in a place where they must be found,
" they continued their route to the old ground, in
the neighbourhood of Ballinakill, '

© At this place, they remained quiet for some
days; bnt havirg reason to suspect that some
of their gang intended to betray them, on ac-
count of . the large rewards which. had been of-
fered for.npprehending them, they determined
on remorving their quarters; and, on the 11th
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of May, the night being very dark, they took
a departure from the ncighbourhiood of Balli-
nakill, passing by Iron Mills. Michacl French,
who resided there, -had absconded, on account
of some articles of plate, stolen at Mr. Stub-
ber’s house, having beén traced to his posses-
slon; and for other felonious charges against
him. When near his residence, they heard the
Woise of several persons walking very fust
towards the house.. DMeeting them, they wheel-
ed back; and being perceived: by the other
party, and followed smartly, they jumped into
the orchard, upon which” several shots were
fired after them. The night being very dark,
and the orchard very intricate, the flying com-
panions were divided : Whelan, knowing the
way, turned to the left, by a lime-kilu, down
to o river, which he crossed. Grant pushed
forward, and Lroke out through a ditch, at the
head_of the orchard, into a wheat field. On
crossing the ditch, he perceived a tall man,
and a  small person, running towards him,
W}tllln -about fifty yards; who, on perceiving
him, immediately fired, which salute Grant
Instantly returned < la militaire; drew out &
second pistol, for the purpose of discharging it
at his opponents on their nearer approach ; T_)u_t'
they providentially kept back. Hearing &~
clamour 'in the orchard, and fearing it might
be Whelan who was taken; he returned, deter-
mined, nt the risque of his life, to rescue his
friend. Flad this been in the prosecution of &
good cause, in support of the law, in support
of a brother soldier, or in defence of his coun-
try, -it would have been an act of: benevolent
courage ; such as has ofien raised the reputa-.

tion of Irishmen in the late war  such a8, had
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they both fullen virtuous soldiers, bound by the
ties of mutunl friendship, ‘would have recorded
their story with that of Nisus and Euryolus:
but when robbers full, whether by honest men,
protecting their property, or by the sword of
Justice, I.Tmugh humanity may mourn for their
degeneracy, policy sanctifies the deed that pre-
cipitates them from life to the grave.

On entering the orchard, be saw Mr. Stub-
ber, who :approached very near him; and he
could have shot liim’'upon the spot ; but hap-
pily, at the instant' Grant was about to dis-
eharge his pistol, Mr. Stubber, in a very loud
veice, repeatedly called on his party, who were
popping on every aide, ¢ Cease firing.” This
humane. order, convinced Grant that Mr.
Stubber did not desire wantonly to shed blood ;
and he replaced his pistol in his belt.

~ Between the day of his conviction and his
death, often id this repenting sinner fervently
thank his God, for soficning his heart to
mercy on this occasion, wherein had’ he fullen,
his soul must have rushed to-the Ahnighty tri-
bunal, with his sins in“full blossom, and per~
dition had been the conscquences and had
Mr. Stubber been the victim, he, his assassin,
must have suffered, in this world, the severest
punishment the laws know, annexed to the
foul sin of murder; and, without grace and re-
pentance, which purify the soul, his morta
spirit be for ever planged in that abyss of
cternal misery, prepared for the devil and his
angels. oL '

On the party leaving the orchard, Grant re-
tired to a” ditch on the road leading to Ballina-
kill; where he viewed' the party' passing, and
not secing Whelan in their custody, concluded
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he had escaped, having previously determined
that, had he seen him a prisoner, no regard to
his own personal safety should have pre-
vented him from attempting a rescue. It be-
Ing now very far advanced in the night, and
lmvx_ng lost his hat in-the orchard, and not ex-
pecting to reach Ballyragget before day, he re-
turned back to Bouleybawn, where he remain-
ed until twelve o'clock next day, when he was
alarmed by an account that a party from Balli-
nekill were strictlz searching the neighbour-~
Ing houses and other buildings. We have al-
ready mentioned *he had stronaly suspected
treachery ; and he was now convinced that a
sheemaker from Ballyragget, who had worked
for, and had intercourse with him, was the in~
former. He, accordingly, again' determined to
seek safety in flight, and had but:just time to
get out of his lodging, when he saw the armed
party coming towards him. Conscious thatif
he ran, they would follow, with whoop and
hxllo_o, and that he-could not possibly escape, as«
suming coolness, and- complacency of counte-
nance, he walked on carelessly towards, and
passed: them, without being recognized. 'He
then mended his spced, and ascended 'a hill,
from whence he had a full view of these sapients
in the valley, and saw-them go into the house
which he had left a few minutes before, and
]uughe(’! heartily at their disappointment 3
congratulating himself on getting from their
clutches. :

On the pursuers going off some distance,
Grant returned to the house, knawing, as a keent’
sportsman;, that rio place was safer for a chased
hare, than where the hounds had just beeny
and; after -n’ight‘-fall,-.lgé started off for Bally=
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ragget. On the road, he met a messenger from
- Carrol Whelan, then at the last-mentioned vil-
lage, sent to inquire after him; which gave him
great satisfaction. They met, with mutual and
joyous congratulations, and for a while banish-
- ed the recollection of past misforrunes, enjoyed
8 transitory hilarity, and reposed, in disturbed
. slumbers, with that incubus conscience seated
and pressing on their bosoms.

Their stock again fell low. In consultation
on raising a fresh supply, Whclan cominuni-
.cated to Grant, that at Sir Robert Staples’,
who lived in the neighbourhood, there were cx-
cellent horses; and the fair of Templemore
‘approaching, where graziers attended from the
county-of Kildare, tﬁey could lay them under
contribution. On the fourteenth of May, they
inspected Sir Robert’s stables, returncd and
slept in a wood adjacent 1o the house, and
convenient to a large bridge. Early in the
évening, being thirsty and hungry, Grant went
to a public house called The Swan, and pur-
chased some bread, swallowed a potion of beer,
and about ten o’clock, accompanied by Whelan,
arrived at the stables. Here a great delay oc-
curred in opening the doors nmf windows, not
knowing where the good horses were. The
-house dogs barking very loudly, and the noise
they necessarily made by forcing the doors,
created fears of discovery; however, they
persevered; and at length fixed on a
chesnut colt, and a very fine horse; but
were much surprised at seeing a complete col-
lection of very bad saddles, and worse bridles,
with o gentleman of Sir Robert’s well-known
sporting character. Wlielan led the colt off to
tﬁe fields. Grant knowing thata horse heseized
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upon was in the habit of whinning on leavin
the stable, kept chucking the spirited anima
with the bridle, coaxing him on, uatilhe joined
Whelan. '
They then proceeded through Durrow, on
to Ceskin hill, near Ballyragget, where they
femained until twelve o'clogi; but receiving
intelligence that they were set, in consequence
of au information, they immediatdly mounted,
and proceeded with cclerity to Lisdowney, and
s0 on to Gallhabacon, where they were assured
by a trusty spy, that Mr. Steele of Harristown,
and a party of dragoons, were scouring the
country in search of a person namedMuldowny-.
They then ascended the summit of Bally-
apten hill, around which cminence lies a pro-
gpect of scveral miles; and in this situation,
with a strict look out, they remained until
night. In the interim, they met with an old
fellow, Larry ‘Loughman, with whom th eyen-
tered into familiar conversation. This rogue
was well known to Grant, having been follow
prisoners in Maryborough. Loughman did
not recognize Grant; and Grant told him he
was directed by Mr. Steele to seck him, to re-
quest e might assist him to scarch for some
cattle, which were taken by the noted robber,
Captain Grant. Loughman; thus imposed
upon, said he would give bim every assistance
in his power, and \vould gO two ]]“ndl‘ed mlles
to take that rascal Grant; little thinking to
whom he was'then addressing himself. Grant |
asked Whelan, ¢ Will I shoot the scoundrel ?”
‘Whelan replied, ¢ You arc one man in a thou-
sand if you do mot.”  Grant, however, pre-
vented the assassination ; for, as l,xe:declare(l.-
in gaol, * I considered the old sinner, who .
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would have sold my life for blood-money, and
not for justice, not in a situation to be p{ungdd
into cternity ; and God forbid I should send his
soul ‘o hell.”

From thisspot,the fugitives proceeded thatnight
to Willingford, and without interruption housed
with a friend, where they refreshed themselves
and horses; then galloped off to Longford-pass,
and scjourned there till one o’clock in the day.
'This was the 17th of May; when being
alarmed by tax-gatherers from Thurles, ‘who
were distraining for the King's dues, they
pushed their horses with whip and spur towards
the church of Finner, where they remained
some time, and then on to Balief Castle. They
dashed forward up Ballyhelin-hill; faced on
towards Rathdowney, and wheeled down by the
fair-green of Baron and Dorrovilla, an island
in the Bog of Allen. On this station they
waited for the county of Kildare graziers com-
ing from the fair of T'emplemore, but had been
an hour hoping for the golden fleece they ex-
pected, when they were alarmed by the ap-
proach of Mr. Steele, with a small party of
dragoons, accompanicd by one Fennelly, a con-
stable This surprise was so sudden, they had
but just time to alight, and twke to the bog.
The dragoons commenced firing. They got,
however, far into the bog, hoping to induce
the dragoons to follow them ; and fearing that
if they kept to their liorses, by riding round
the verge, their escape might be prevented.
The dragoous, in a body, pushed into the mo-
rass, as Grant wished; and for about a mile kept'
up a continued fire, at about two hundred
yards in their rere.  The bog being very. soft,
Whelan sunk ; on which Grant delayed in help-
ing him out. T'his dclay allowed Fennelly the V
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sonstable, who ran swiflly on the heath, to ap-
proach close to his game, and fire several shots,
which passed very near their persons; they,
however, kept on through Killoun, towards the
chapel of Moyne, where Grant knew very few
would deceive him, still followed by Fennelly,
the military being thrown out. Grant stopped,
and called out, “ Come on, if you dare.”—
This challenge, master constable, as most con-
stables would have done, prudently declined,
but still kept following, at a distance s Grant
and Whelan, still outrunning the constable,
till they arrived at Moyne. Here Grant
took a horse from under a car; he and Whe-
lan wmounted in an instant, crossed the country
to Kilmakill bog, where they remained until
night : luckily, while on horseback, they escap-
cd two or three military parties, when in the
utmost danger of arrest.

Being warmly received at a friend’s house in
that neighbourhood, and almost exhausted with’
fatigue, they satisfied” the calls of hunger and
thirst, rested for a time, and returned back to
Moyne, in order to collect part of their clothes
and their shoes, which they had dropped in
different places, during the chase, but found
ouly the lutter articles. Here they sojourncd
for three days, when they returned to Bally-
ragget by night; where they conum}ed with
their friends for three weeks; but being now.
destitute of money, and constant se:.r.rches go-
ing on in the different places where it was sus-

. pected they lay concenled, they determined on
quitting the country they had so long agitated,
and go 1o the county of Wexford, where, in
the wood of _K’illougbrt}l{lﬂs; and those 'Pd.l“c?l}t':__
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Grant was of opimon they might be able to
conceal themselves for some time,

A man named Fitzpatrick, accompanied them
from Ballyragget. He was a novice, but well
inclined to be initiated into the scerets of the
profession, and to become an adept.  Having
arrived ncar Lnniscorthy, they went into one
or two houses there, where they expected to
procure a sufficient sum for i, iiate support ;
then to ply-in the woods, for about a fortnight,
intending to return to the Queen’s county, after
that period when the corn would be grown suffi-
ciently to afford themshelter. Theyformed many
schemes for plundcering, on their return there;
imdead they formed a resolution to rob every
house where they could expect money  Those
that were best guarded in the dny, they pro-
posed to attack in the night, when the inha-
bitants should least expect such visitants.

Here the scenc changes, and the catastrophe
of these unhappy men approaches. -

Whelan carclessly lcft a hat, which was
taken from Mr. Horan’s, on the night of his
robbery, in one of the houses they resorted to s
Mr. Horan’s name wiitten inside the crown;
and this led to a discovery. -

. On the morning of the 24th of June, Grant
and Whelan being very much fatigued, lay
down to sleep, in the wood of ‘Killoughraun,
where they had a straw bed.  Fitzpatrick was
to watch, with strict injunctions to be on the
alert, and to prevent surprise; but he being
overpowered with drowsiness, could not keep
awake; and Grant was awoke by the snap of
a blunderbuss, within a yard or two of the
spot he lay in. "The three jumping up together
$rom their straw mattrass, saw at lenst cight
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soldiers round them ; and several wmore coming
up on cvery side. Grant and Wheldn each
seized what arms were convenient, and bravely
stoad on their defence; vpon which, several
shots were exchanged between them, the mili-
tary, and a few gentlemen of the country, who
accompanied the party. They were - scized
several times, Lut still disengaged themselves,
until they < cre overpowered by numbers.
Grant was knocked down from lLebind, by a
soldier of the 35th, 'who struck him Letween
the shoulders with his musker, which was bro-
ken -by the force of the blow. He being se-
cured, Whelan surrendered.  Although many
shots were fired at them, so close, that the flash
of the pans scorched their faces, yet neither
of them were wounded ; six or seven of the
yeomanry were wounded, but none mortally:
and had the robbers been aware of the ap-
proach of the military a few minutes before,
it is probable, from the daring resistance they
made, that they would not have been appre-’
hended without slaughter. On being searched,
several implements for effecting escape out of
gaol were found on' their persons, and in the
straw bed on ‘which they had lain in the wood.
They were brought about two hundred yards
to another wood, and from thence over a river,
to ahigh bank, on which a Mr. Archibald
Jaoab, o Justice of the Peace for the county of
Wexford, and a few other Gentlemen, nn'd
several country Peoltfle’ ‘wer31e§;?£g:;%; n
ious expectation of seeing ) .
am’?‘(l’:;s tlu!;e prisoners, Grant, ‘Whelan, qnd
Fitzpatrick, being Sec‘.-""e’d.w“h ropes, tylng
them togcther, were placed in & car, and con-
ducted in triumph to the guard-room of Ennis-
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eorthy. Scveral persons in that town: recogs
nized Grant by the name of Cooney, he hav-
ing resided there under that name, as men-
tioned in a former part of this narrative, and
which name he then very gladly assumed as his
proper one.  They also called Whelan by the
muine of Kchoe, and said he was a tailor.
"They said Fitzpatrick’s name was Farrell, and
that he was from Connaught ; to all which the
prisoners readily agreed.” Several persons in-
quired of themifthey belonged to Grant’s gang 3
to which they readily answered ¢ not;” telling
many fictitious, yet plavsible stories ; and were
cxtremely anxious to be sent off to Wexford
gaol, from which they were pretty certain_ of
escaping ; for Grant possessed & mind of elas-
tic quality, that in a moment sprung above the
feeling that oppress other men in misfortune;
and his present situation, desperate as it was,
instead of relaxing, encreased and vivified the
power of his invention; and enabled him to
inspire his companions with hape, T'herefore,
after his committal to Wexford gaol, he imme-
diately conceived a plan for giving wing to
the whole covey; but most of the prisoners hav-
ing in general passed the ordeal of prosccution,
he was fearful of entrusting them with his in-
tention, they being free from the apprehen-
sions of death, and dreading the consequences
of treachery ; thercfore he remained inactive:
for a fortnight. : o

Notwithstanding the many instruments of-
which he had Leen deprived in the wood, yet-
he managed to have concealed between the soals
of his shoes, as many as would efféct his pur-
pose. With the assistance of these dnstry.
ments, he picked the lock of an’unoccupied.
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cdl, and could lock and unlock it at pleasure-
He then cut the iron bars of a window, which
led out at the back of the gaol, and matters
being preparcd for escape, when, to their asto-
nishment and discomfiture,a person appeared, at
whose presence, like Banquo’s ghost rising from
the grave, they became struck with such horrors,
that ¢ tonguc nor heart cannot conceive, nor
pame them.” Even Grant himself was ap-
palled ; and might say, not believing his senses,
“ I think it is the weakness of mine eyes, that
shapes this apparition.”  This terrifying figure
was a small, young, mild-looking man.— Then,
who was he? He was son to John Clerke,
ﬁz’oler of Maryboreugh—and he had come to

exford in consequence of information that
Grant and Whelan were prisoners in Wexford.
Clerke jdentified the prisoners instantly. The
former offered him his hand, or rather his
hands, for they were locked together; and as
Clerke intimated his intention to commence his
journey with his prizes, without delay, endea-
voured to persuade him to remain in Wexford
for that night, intending to escape before morn-
ing. But Clerke was cautious, from experi-
| without permitting o moment’s de-
lay, proceeded in slow procession; On the high
road, jo view of 1mmcrous'specr_atms, on the
duy of July, 1516 wuhl his ‘elspo?' and
prisoners, and arrived wnhou:_ .L-tt()l dn.'{c rance,
or the slightest appearance © intended rescue,

: © Maryborough.
s he ol of 00 S o, b v
1o Tiis removal from Wexfor ‘d,' and when he
forind young Clerke was determined to sct out
irpmediately for Maryborough, Grant then in-
formed the keeper of the prison of Wexford, of

ence, ant
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his being the person who had cut the window
bars, and not to charge the offence upon any
of the other prisoners, as he only was the per-
son who was guilty of doing so.

Grant and Whelan were put into separate
eells, heavily bolted. ‘Treble guards were
placed inside and outside the guol. Several
persons, from curiosity, went to sce Grant after
his arrival; many addressed him as Captain ;
but he was too subtle to enter into conversa-
tions; answered no questions but merely those
of civility, preserving a sercne countenance,
and a natural complaisance, that always attend-
ed him, .

Here it is but justice to observe, that the
conduct of young Clerke, in conducting his
prisoners, was truly humane, as well as cau-
tious. He had them supplied with necessary
food and drink ; and indeed, his spirit and his
prudence also deserve the highest commenda-
tion. He neither insulted his prisoners, nor
neglected their wants; and evinced that gene-
rosity, as well as diligence, whicli should form
the character of every man, whosc duty obliges
him to hold his fellow-creatures in custody, and
Lias it in his power, too often, to exercise not
only unnccessary restraint, but cruelty—For,

¢ Seldom the stecled gaoler is the friend to man,"

As Grant had becn ransacked of all his in-
struments for effecting escape, when stripped
and searched at the wood necar Wexford, no
suspicion remained on that account. But,
though every inch of his clothes were examined
from top to toe, his mouth remained inviolate
from inspection : and in this recess, between
his tceth and his check, he had deposited, un-
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noticed, & copper penny, where it continued
till he was locked up alone in a cell at Mary-
borough; and the use he made of this, shall
presently appear.

Both Grant and Whelan expected to be
treated by Mr. Clerke, the gaoler, with the
utmost cruelty, in consequence of breaking
out of prison, which left him not only liable
to imprisonment, but also to scvere fines and
cenisure of the judges, even though the cscape
was involuntary. In this suspicion hie was mis-
taken; instead of severity, he experienced
kindness, not only from tlie elder Mr. Clerke,
but from his wife, who has, on every occasion,
as far as in her power, cvinced tenderness,
and administered comfort to the unfortunate
creatures, committed by the law to the custody
of her husband. Under the circumstances of
his present imprisonment, he could only ex-
pect the closest confinement, and, of course,
he was restricted to the narrow limits of his
cell : but his bed and his bedding, and what-
ever he called for, was supplied with alacrity.

A strict watch on him,.and on Whelan, was
necessary ; and orders for that purpose came
down from Government. In consequence of
this, his hands were, at night, manacled with
ivon, his legs having been previously secured
by bolts. These hand-cuffs were united circles,
forming a figure of 8, and each embraced
a wrist, and were fastened with a screw.- They
caused him much uneasiness 1n bed, by pre-
venting him from turning with ease, or hnng]]mg
the vessel out of which he drank, and this re-
freshment he often stood in need of. To re-
lieve himself from this great mconvenience, he
copsidered on. the practicability of making a
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turn-screw out of the only piece of coin in his
rossession, the copper penny, which he had
concealed in his mouth. A nail, which had,
on some former occasion, been drove into the
wall of the cell, met his eye. It was a great
acquisition; and as he himself expressed, he
moved it with more pleasure, than any heap
of plate that cver came into his custody. With
this simple nail, he worked the penny picce
inte a turn-screw, exactly to fit the matrix
of the handcuffs, and holding it fast between
his teeth, which were extremcly strong, in
«# few moments he set his hands at liberty s
in which situation he nightly kept them, and
tlicreby reposed, at least with ease of hody.
Tn the morning, by the same means, he re-
placed his handcufls, and secured them as be-
fore, concealing the instrunient in his mouth,
to escape suspicion.

The assizes of Maryborough having been
fixed for the fifth of August then next, it was
now ligh time to muke some preparation;
and Grant not having had any means of de-
fraying the necessary expenses of trial, he
for some time -feared he should not procure
the aid of Counsel te defend his life. How-
ever, on the eighteenth of July, he employed
an agent, and gave him every instruction for
his defence ; but it being uncertain on what
particular offence he should be indicted, the
warrant of committal giving no information,
his agent could not furnish briefs to-Counsel
with specific instructions.  On the evening of
the fifth of Angust, the first day of the assizes,
then understanding he-would be the first pri-
soner arraigned, and by that means would, of

+ course,be acquainted with the charge, which
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would point out to the prisoner the nature of
the defence he should adopt, and enable him

lo imstruct his agent. Another circumstance

increased the fears of the prisoner; having

fxed with his agent to attend him on Monday, -
the 29th of July, in the prison, and his agent

having accordingly attended, he was denied

admittance to his client, unless he chose to vi-

sit him in the presence of a guard of soldiers,

which he declined ; and the prohibition was

communicated by a corporal, who was placed

on the out-dcor of the prison.

This impediment, was, however, removed
next day, on the sitting of the Court, in con-
sequence of a motion by the prisoner’s leading
Counsel.

Mr. Mac Nally moved ¢ for the permission
« of the Court, that Mr. Martin Lalor, the
“ prisoner’s Agent, and his Counsel, should
% have free access to Jeremish Grant, a pri-
¢ soner in the gnol, on charge of felony; and
¢ that they should have liberty of communi-
¢ cating with him slone, and without any person
¢« heing present they did not approve of.’—
« My Lord,” continued the Counsel, ¢ this in=
% dulgence is never. denied in high treason,
« where cven a copy of the indictment 3§
“ g!ianted, that the Counsel may advise the -
“ plea.” ' : '

. :d Norbury. ¢ The man shall have every

“« indul%ence the law n]lo-ws.--God forbid he

« should be deprived of its” and granted the
notion, - _ _

a »m oA



THE TRIAL.

August 5th, 1816.

e ———

THE Grand Jury being sworn, a true bill
was found against Jeremiah Grant,” Caryoll
‘Whelan, and Michael Fanning, charging that
they, in the night between the 25th and 26th.
day of March, in the fifty-sixth year of the
reign of. our sovereign lord the King, at Bal-
linakill, in the Queen’s county, did burglari-
ously and feloniously break and enter the dwel-
ling-house of Willism' Stubber, with intent fe--
loniously to steal, :&c. against the peace of the
King, his crown and dighity. c .

There was a-second. indictment, for feloni-
ously stealing in the dwelling-house.

- On these indictments they were arraigned,
and severally pleaded Not guilty. _

‘On being asked if they were ready for trial,
Grant answered he was not; and. after some
altercation between the Cournsel .on each side,
Grant made an affidavit, that Mary Conner,
cook to ‘the -prosecutor, was & material wit-
ness for him. Lord Norbur{, -on this affidavit
being' read, ordcred that the trial should be
postponed till the ensuing morning, and that
the Sheriff should send for the witness,

On the next morning, the prisoners appear-
ing at the bar, Mr. 2lac Nally moved the
Court, that the prisoners’ irons should be struck
off, and that they should remain so during the
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triul. By this, he did not mean any insinuation
of complaint against Mr. Clerke, the gaoler;
un the contrary, he had acted under orders;
but as the irons were very heavy, the prisoner
conld not, on his trial, enjoy that esse which
a man required when he was on the defence of
his life. “I'he Counsel then quoted the case of
Me, Layer, tried for high treaon, wherein it
was determincd, that though a prisoner might
bz arvainged in chains or bolts, he had a claim
of right to be divested of them when on trial.

Lord Norbury adwmitted there could be no
doubt upon the law ; and ordered the bolts ta
Le taken off.

Grant thanked his Lordship; but seid, that
as he understood it would create much trouble
to the gaoler, he, on consideration, would not
insist upon his right :—on which, his Counsel
withdrew the motion. . :

A Jury was then called; and the prisoners
hnving challenged nineteen, the following Jury
were sworn : : : :
et

* The charge is prepar'd, the jury are mets
+*The lawyers are ranged—a terrible show

*¢1 go undismay'd, for-death is a debt, .
“ A debt on demand, so take what ¥ pwe ™

: GAv,
THE JURY.
i ¢ Roberé Kenny,. . 7 Richard Mlitfbrd,
2 John Grange 8 Thomas Hill,. .
9 Peter Campbell,

. ibald Scott, \ >
| 2 é‘f)ﬁl:m: FléétWSOd’ 10 Rob'exjt Frazier,
5 George Thompson, [ 11 Thomas Bayley,
g John Taylor, . 12 Gllbgtt..ijaves'. ,
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TheJury being sworn, the Clerk of the Crown
then gave the prisoners in charge to them, by
recapitulating the indictment, in the usual way.

Mr. Jebb, leading Counscl for the Crown,
stated the case: confining himself mostly to
the facts, -free from animadversion,

Mrs. Jane Stubber was then sworn, and ex-
amined by Mr. Charles Ball. She deposed in
substance as follows: That she lived in the
Quecen’s County; was the wife of William
Stubber, of Ballinakill, Esq ; was at home on
the 25th of March last, sitting in the parlour,
about nine o'clock at night; two men came
into the parlour, armed with pistols. Witness
was sitsing with her husband, Captain William
Stubber. The men demanded arms, and said
they wanted nothing more. Mr. Stubber rose
from his chair ; the carpet tripped him; he
and the prisoner struggled 5 she extricated her
husband. One of the men went up stairs, and
broke open all the presses, and took several ar-
ticles of plate, and her ornaments. They
came down stairs, and into the parlour ; she
begged her life. They went up stairs ngain ;
scarched” & desk; got gold coin and other
articles. They went away about four o’clock
next morning ; she gave them spirits during
the night, and whatever they demanded. ‘They
remained in the house from nine at night until
four in the morning, and took a great deal of

property. The robbers broke open the Widow
“Philips’s trunk, which was in the house, and
took away her cloathes, silver: spoons;: and
other property.. She had light during the
night, and a full view of Grant, [ looking roind
on him stedfastly.) She positively swore Jie
was the very person who first entered the . par-

“u.
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lour, and went up stairs. He came several.
times into the parlour, and witness had a great
deal of conversation with him, and a fulfg op-
Portunity of remarking his person, and could
not be deccived in him. She had a list of the
articles carried away from her house. (Hore
she read the list): a silver spoon-tray, two
salts, one gold watch, and several other articles
produced, she proved to be her husband’s pro-
perty—identified two gold scals, as the property
of her. husband, produced by Mr. Archibald
Jacob, a magistrate of the county Wexford—
identified gold rings, also produced by Mr.Steel,
a magistrate of the Queen’s county.
. Mr M<Nallycross-cxamined the witness, first
assuring her he felt for her situation, sppearing.
#s a witness, on whose testimony now depend
the lives of three men; but though he would
exercise his daty to his clients, it would be with
that politeness which was due to her sex and
slation. S
‘Mary Conner lives with her as cook. She
was not required to write a note to bring
her here as a witness. Captain Stubber was.
lying dangerously ill; .the cook is. attending
him. She wns at the gaol to view the _person
of the man called Captain Grant. She saw
bim. He was alone in a ccll. She was pre-
viously told Grant was in gngl. She co_u)d--not_,.
before she went there, be in _the_least doubt
as to his identitys She- admitted -a hat. was
- Would know him with or with-
here were three different hats put
on hin, one being too smally but she knew
‘bim' without: a hat.. Does. not recollect that
her husband said to her, ,15'.that' theman whe . -
robbed you.? It mlgl: gq so. - Several things

put on him.
-out & hat. T
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could not be said to her that she could not
recollect. The cook did not say that Grant
was not the man; that is, she did not hear her
say so. The cook said, that is the man.
Does not recollect hearing that any person had,
when robbing, represented himself as Captain
Grant; or, that any person had committed
. Tobberies in his name. She was not treated
with incivility, by word or by action. Does not
recollect the cook saying, who is that? to
Grant. The servants were kept in the kitch-
en, and could not see the robbers. She knows
two of the robbers, Grant, and the little man,
(Carrol Whelan). Is sure of Grant; saw his
full face very often on the night of the robbery.
. She admitted a hat was put on to make his fea-
tures more striking ; but would not admit she
had a doubt. She saw his teeth : he was go-
ing to draw a cork with his teeth ; she said,
© % Captain, don’t spoil your fine teeth; I'll get
youa screw.” _
‘The Counsel urged many questions to draw
from the lady a confession of doubt, but she
- persevered in positively swearing to the identity
of the two prisoners, Grant and Whelan; but
gave no evidence whatever against anning-nnd
the other prisoner, that could shew they were
‘present. - :
. Archibald Jacob, Esq. sworn. Examined by
Mr. Ridgeway. Residesat Enniscorthy. Made
i@ prisoner ‘of Grant the 24th of June last.
-Apprehended him. in the thickest part of KjL
~ Joughraun wood. There were four or five other .
persons. He had. a straw bed- in the wood.
Shots were fired from the bed, at him and the
military and yeomanry. Five of them Wwere
wounded ; two military. and three volunteers,

Several ghots were fired: by the banditt, Call-
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ed out to those in coloured clothies to surroand
the wood, and the military to stay in it. Wil
liam Coffey, permanent serjeant of his corps,
cried out, I have caught Cooney; who turned
out to be the prisoner at the bar, Grant.
[ldentified him.] 'J'he permanent serjeant took
the watch and seal produced from the prisoner.
"The seal is the one produced to Mrs. Stubber. .
"There were found on him a number of pick-
locks, ball cartridges, a small saw, and a kind
. of knife. Grunt told Lim he had cut the bars
of the prison of Wexford, and would have
made his escape that night, had he not been re-
moved to Maryborough. ‘T'wo caseand a half
of pistols, a Dlunderbuss, and a small fusee,
were found in the bed in the wood, all loaded.
Saw Grant before, in the town of Enniscorthy,.
where he passed by the name of George Coo-
ney ; and he lived there about a fortnight.
Cross-examined. by AMr. Greene. He said,
he held nothing out to the prisoner, by way of
threat or hope. The prisoner said, he bought
the watches from his brother. He kept at a
small distance from the wood, not immediately
in it, during the fiving. No person searched
prisoner, but himself; a numbeér surrounded
him, who Lronght him to witness. Could not

be searched without his knowledge. The watch
and money he put in his pocket ; the other
articles were collected in a large quilt, It was
quite improbable ‘that the articles. could be
changed . by any other person of the party.
The serjeant kept quite close to witness.
Examined by Lord N0 l)t_uy.—,He did not
conceive the permanent .serjeants attendance
.pecessaty. .- The w.atches were taken from
Gront, -and the knife out -of his shoe, The
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The articles were taken out of prisoner’s waist-
«oat and breeches pockets.

Richard Stecle, Lisq. examined by Mr. Kem-
mis.—Searched for prisoner in different placcs
in the county of Tipperary; in his own'housc,
his mother’s, and others. Found two gold
rings ; his brother George was with him.” Pri-
soner lived at Moyne, county of Tipperary.
He held out no hope to him. Knows the house
where Grant’s family resides. The rings he

ot from the prisone’s mother lie shewed to
Irs. Stubber. Had no communication with
Government, before Grant was taken, relative
to him. Grant confessed he was looking at
witness, when he was.searching for. him at a
rabbit burrow. : '

Thomas Forrestal, examined by Mr. Jebb.
Remembers Captain Stubber’s house being
robbed. Was in the house that night.- Went -
to borrow a horse floam from the coachman:
The robbers came -ubout nine. Saw three of

- the . robbers; leard others of themi at the
kitchen window, and at the hall door. Pri-
soner was in the kitchen, and charged founr
pistols there, about one or two in the morning.
Never saw him before or since, but this day in
the gzol. Knew his voice when he came mnto.
bis prtsence; he was continually speaking.
Went by the name of Bulger, the night of the
robbery. Was different times in and out of
the kitchen. .He was brought -into. gnol by
-Mr. John Duaun, to see the prisoner. %—Ic did
not do any injury to witness. Had on him. a
light-coloured outside coat. Witness was con-
fined in the kitchen. : :

As. this witness descended from  the table.

where he gave evidence, Grant stooped over
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the dock, and reproved him, ir a low voice,
very severely, for volunteering to take his life,
when, on the night of the robbery, he accepted
money from him as a present, which he knew
was part of the plunder. [Sce the fact stated
11 the narrative of his life.)

Here the cvidence on the part of the Crown
closed, and the prisoners did not produce any
witnesses. :

Lord Norbury, in his charge to the jury, re-
capitulated the facts given in evidence, minute-
Iy, with very few obscrvations, and none that
aggravated the offence of the prisoner. .

" 'The jury having retired, in about half an
hour brought in a verdict of guilty against the
prisoners, which tremendous word Grant heard
without agitation or change of countenance—
as did Whelan, . aE

Lord Norbury ordered the prisoners to the bar.
* The Clerk of the Crown asked the prisoners
what they had to say, why sentence of death
: shonpld'-not be passeg upou them, according to
aw? - S

“Grant addressed. the Court in a few words,
* with a steady voice and firm deportment. ¢ My
¢ Lord, I only require some short time to ar-
 range matters, prepatory to my departure
« from this life, ‘Think not, my lord, I make
- % this application with an idea of merey being
. ¢ extended to me 3 or an idle hope qf elfectmﬁ
. % an escape; but since imprisoned in my cell,
¢c.] have been visited by many, amongst whom
- ¢ ware some blessed men, whose admonitious
-«¢-and advice have given a turn tomy mind. It

¢ is my wishy, my lord, to restore tothose honest

« people.whom I -have 'P]“DdP}'Edu -as much of

¢ their property-as' I have deprived them of; so
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“ far as lies in ‘my power, and to prepare mysclf
“ for another and a better world, than that in
¢ which I have lived.” - ]

Lord Norbury. <« 1 hope I have not said
“ any thing. during your trial, to hurt your feel-
 ings; it was not my intention.”

“ No, my lord, you have acted not in any way
“ but as a humane and upright Judge.”

His Lordship then proceeded to prénounce
the awful sentence of the law, that they should
be taken to the place from whence they came,
the gool, where their Lolts should be struck off,
and from thence to the gallows,where they should
be hanged by the neck until they were dead ;
and added, ¢ The Lord have mercy on your
- souls.” . To which prayer there can be scarcely

a doubty but every person in the court fervent-
_ ly, though silently, responsed—¢ Amen.”.

On the evening of his conviction, Grant
having obtained leave for their admission, his
counsel Mr. M¢Nally, and his agent Mr. Lalor,
visited him. The whole line of a long nar-
row gallery was guarded by soldiers, at. short.
distances from each other, with bayonets fixed ;

- and from the door of his cell was pendant- o
monstrous padlock, Had Napoleon been the
prisoner, more caution could not have been °

- used. On entering, Grant rose from his bed,.
and bowing, thanked his visitors, in a soft voice,
expressive of ‘gratitude. And a conversation

. immediately took place, in which he said, his

_ ‘motive for troubling them was,. that they might

. solicit a respite from Tuesday until .the ensuing
“Saturday,. to enable him;to make restitution -to
those he had assisted in robbing, by i“Stl’u'cti'ng, )
as far as was in his power, a confidential frjend
he pointed out, where property wag buried ; but .



125

he did not give a hint of hoping for a long re-
prieve or pardon, nor was an idea to encourage
such an expectation held out to him.  This
they agreed to do, and the promise was per~
formed with zeal, though without effect ;_there
1sno doubt, however, but the learncd Judge,
Lord Norbury, forwarded the application to the
Castle.  'On-this occasion he spoke of death
with ‘those strong hopes of mercy which the
principles of Christianity holds out to repent-
ing sinners. One .expression was. ncarly in
words similur to those of pure Christinn writers;
he said, *to a repenting mind there is very
little difference between sleeping and dying.”
The whole of his conversation evinced a philo-
sophic mind, a decp reverence for religion, a
knowledge'of ‘Christian doctrines, strong faith,
and a contrite heart. *Of the Judge’s conduct
on his trial, he spoke with thankfuluess, and to
his counsel and agent with a warmth of grati-
tude; pressing each by the hand, and taking
his leave with a benediction, ¢ may God ever

¢¢ bless you hoth.” ;
On the cnsuing day, he acquainted his agent
with a wish to have the particulars.of his life
published, in order, he said, that his example .
might operate as s warning_ to others, to avoid
such vicious courses- as had terminated lns_ life
in " the vigour of youth, nnd"full health, bring-
- ing him to a premature l‘t!](‘!(ll’!faﬂ'ls)us death.
" In copsequence of this intimation, a youn
sentleman frequently attended him, and. too
down, from his.own ‘confession, the facts x.-elated
in this narrative. : e o
Daring this time, Mr. Horan came. to the
oor Of Grrant’s'cell 3 und that part-of ‘the ma-
puscript which stated the particulars of his rob-
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beries being rcad to him, declared it was strict-
ly correct; and added, that the unfortunate
man, whose fate he deplored, had conducted
himself, on that occasion, with politeness and
kinduess ; not using a gross expression, or a
word that could offend the chastest car ; always
addressing both him, the ladics, and even the
female domestics, in respectful terms. This
benevolent Christian then assured the repent-’
ing convict— and such he was-—that he forgave
the robbery of his property, and praycd that
God Almighty would grant him mercy, by
a remission of his sins. e also said, - that if
any part of the property taken from his house,
should be returned, he would cheerfully pay
the full value. .

_ The strong and intrepid mind of Grant was
subdued, by this instance of benevolence and
christian charity ; he sunk on the bed, butim- -
“mediately rose ; and assured his kind visitor,
cvery endeavour within his power should be
exerted to procare the desired restoration of his
property : but that the greater part had been
stolen, by persons in the neighbourhood of
Ballinakill, who were concerned with him, and
very few articles, and those of trifling value, had
come to his possession. He did not however
“mention any names, nor was he required so to
do— He then pointed out to Mr. Horan, the
most probable means of recovering his plate, if
any remained unsold, lamenting, “with evident
bitterness of contrition, his having been the
principal actor in a scene of plunder, where so

ood, so worthy, and so kind a gentleman had
Deen- injared.

_ Since the execution of this unfortunate con-
viet, a valuable gold watch has been restored to -
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Mr. Horan, through the means of Mrs. Grant 3

and had he been indulged with the respite of a
few days, which he solicited for the purpose of
weking compensation, under his instruction,
many very valuable ‘articles might have been
recovered, and restored to their ownere.
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THE

EXEC UTION, -&c.*

The sky is overcast—the morning lowers,
Aud heavily in clouds brings on the day,
Big with the fate of condemn'd Prisoners!

A

I
AT one o’clock in the afterncon, on the
13th day of August 1616, being the time aE-
pointed by the Court for the execution of the
unfortuate Jeremiah Grant, and his fellow-con-
victs, the Sheriff, having reason to hope for a
Tespite, in consequence of se¢veral applications
‘which had been made for that purpose, hu-
manely waited as long as the mandate for death
" would allow him. . During the interval of this
delay, which continued till three o'clock, the
prisoner sent for Thomas Parnell, Esquire,
whom the unfortunate have ever found conde-
scending and benevolent; kind in his manners,
and instructive in his advice. This, Grant had
experienced, to the soothing of his mind, and
the strengthening of his fniti. ,
" The public execution of a man, convicted of
a capital offence, and the - celebrity of whose
character had engaged the attention, and fur.
nished matter of conversation to the people 5
his behaviour at the place of execution, and
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other incidents attending his fate, may, by
some, be esteemed a subject too low and too
ignoble for publication. But, only those who
possess not the power of reflection, can hold
such an opinion. The sensible, the moral, "
and the religious, will consider a true descrip-
tion of such an awful spectacle, so terrific, so
‘Instructive, and so_exemplary, to .all who see,
and_ all who hear of the demeanor of a person
thus cut off from society, as exemplary to the
abandoned as cautionary to the unseduced-—
cohducive to impress terror, and produce re-
formation. : S
_The expected execution of Grant had ox-
cited general and extraordinary curiosity.
People, in crowds, poured into Maryborough,
from thie most distant parts of the country,
and even far beyond the borders; many rising
with the sun, many. travelling all night, in.
order to become spectators of their fellow-
creature’s dissolution. ‘This multitudinous as-
sembly, gazed, with silent foces, on the -aper- - .
ture through which the: victims were to issue
from the gaol to the board where they were to
make their last stand—and had a respite come, .
many would have returned disappointed at not -.
having seen the tragical catastrophe which had -
attracted them from their homes; f","* on:those -
occasions, curiosity, and not’ humanity, 13 the :
great attractive power of E]le mm__l{- . S
Every window in Maryborough, that had a
view of the gallows, was occupl

ied, and the:
yoofs of every house. that commanded the same
terrifying .object, wer

spectators..  The multitude: -below, moved,
aving to and fro, -from the pressure of each
Sthery like a field of corn-agitated by a gentle -

' e crowded with anxious™ -



130

Dreeze ; and murmuring whispers raised a me-

lancholy, awful sound. _ :
"~ All stood staring towards the scnﬂ:o]d.—
Some were there, who often held the object of
their curiosity, in cheerful, friendly conversa-
tion. Some had shaken his hund with_fervéur,
at fairs, at markets, on the turf, at the cock-
pit, and other public meetings, . or pledged his
health at the convivial board. Not a few who-
had partaken of his domestic hospitality, who
had experienced the affability and kind reccp-
tion of his wife, and who had " caressed his
children on their knees, wnaited his appear-
ance with tear-filled eyes -and aching hearts.—
‘Women who, in his more youthful days, when
high in blood, and elevated with spirits and
with health, had tripped with him in the mazy
dance, looked forward, sighing with wild anx-
iety, and bosoms heaving with grief. .

The process of dreadful preparation for
death, having terminated, Grant and his two
companions came forward on the board pre-
pared for their reception.

A hollow. Eroan,’ pregnant with sounds of
gricf, issued from the multitude, and each in-
dividual started, - as if affected by an electri-
cal shock. . It pervaded from bosom to bosom;
and all instantancously turned their eyes to-
ward Heaven, while they mentally prayed.

Grant stood before them—with manly firm-
ness, and calm countenance.~—He bowed, and
smiled. : '

- A moon, inflicting terrific sownd, heaved
from every breasty and died away on the float-
ing breeze. - Grant remained complacent ; no
moan, no sigh, issued from his bosom.  His.
soul was ealm—his mind made up to die—but’
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Wwhat is death ?—a friend had told him, and he
had faith—"tis this — :

“ We go to sleep, and wake with God !”

Fear marked not his countenance. The
victim of the law appeared with serene fea--
tures—no distortion of mmscle—no frait of
mental agony—the soul was prepaved to re-
sign the T)ody to the carth—his eyes elevated
to Heaven, looking for emancipation from
earthly trammels, from a corporeal prison to
cternal freedom, and eternal bliss, through
the mercy of the Son of God, who suffered
death upon the cross, to expiate the sins of

mankind. ‘ Lo

Some times his eye wandered from object
to object, and then would rest on some friend.
He intimated a wish to speak, but the mur-
mur of the multitude was_sa- loud, he could
not obtain a hearing ; and his arms being pi-,
nioned, he was restrained from making awy "
motion that could convey his intention.

He loudly spoke out—¢ My friends, be si-
Tent.”—The call-of silence, among the multi-
tude, encreased the clamouss. . L

He addressed the Sheriff—¢ Mr. Sheriff,
such is. the noise the people make, they cannot
hear what I intend to say.” R

After some time, silence being_obtained,
Grant proceeded—and with an au 1b]_e, clear,
and unembarragsed voice, delivered himself as .

follows: arv, and indeed exp_eci.éd, that

s¢ It is customary, &l
on an awful occasion Jike the present, the con-

vict about to be delivered, by the séntence of
the Jaw, to the hands of It}le executioner, shouid
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express somcthing in vindication of his inno-
cence, or in ackuowledgment of his guilt.——
Before I address you, 1 crave your prayers,
that almighty God may extend his mercy to my
sonl, that in a few moments must appear before
his Divine presence.——[A dead silence for a
few moments.] —

¢¢ I cannot, with ease to my mind, leave this
world, without meking a last public declaration
in your presence. I have not in this county a-
single relation ; notwithstanding which, 1 have
many friends. I have often Leen told, the gen-
tlemen of the Queen’s county were blood-thirsty,
rigorous, and vindictive, and that a Queen’s-
county jury had neither tenderness nor com-
passion. In respect to those circumstances, I
declare, Lefore my Gobp, I don’t believe any
man had 2 -more fair, cool, or impartial trial
than I had. I had no money, and for some
time was appreheusive I should want the aid of -
lawyers; but I have been as ably defended as
if I possessed the riches of a kingdom. I have’
been found guilty, on the clearest evidence, by
an honest jury of my country. The Judge who
presided, acted to me as an upright and humane
man. As to the gentlemen of the county, may
God, in his mercy, preserve them from injury;
they bave visited me in my affliction, and re-
lieved me in my distress. I have-in particular
to bequeath my. blessings on Mr. Thomas
Parnell. . If ever’ a sanctified man walked on
the earth, he is a saint, and: will yet rest in the
arms of his Creator. I regret much that I have
Jived to cause to him so much suffering in
his mind—that a wretch such as I am, should,
by bad example, and‘ infamous conduct, *hurt
tg delicate feelings of that amiable gentleman,
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the religious fricnd to mankind. He will, how-
ever, do justice to my character, since I have
been a convert, when my precious soul shall be
wafted to another place—a place of happiness,
I hope.”——Here he stopped for a moment—
and a few murmuring whispers pervaded the
spectators ; — when he resumed his affecting
address :

*« May God bless Mr. Bell of Abbeyleix,
and Mr. Horan of ‘Woodville. I cannot meri-
tion Mr. Horan, without declaring of him, and
his amiable family, that I, with my fellow suf-
ferer, Carrol Whelan, was at his house, and
robbed him. His house was very badly used ;
I am heartily sorry for it; he little deserved it
from me. 1 went to his house with Whelan,
and two other men ; found him with his step-
daughter, Miss Flood, returning from his sta-
ble—1 secured and made a prisoner of him.
I observed him somewhat agitated, and desired
him not to be alarmed, He said, 1 am in your
power, but not alarmed—1I am a soldier, and
expect you will treat me with honor. I as-
sured him ha should not be deceived ; and, I
trust, he will so far -be just to say I kept my
word ; as to personal injury, he received none.
I collected all the valuable articles in the house; .
and when put together, I considered, and T

roposed to him, whether I should take away
{:is plnte, or that he should pass liis word to me
for fifty pounds; well aware, had he given his
word of honor, he would, as a soldier, fulfil'
lis promise. I carried away this lonorable
gentleman’s property. I would kave returned'
_it,- on receiving the: fifty poun‘ds—ar_\d _I f"er_-_
vently wish to God; with a repenting mind, it
was in my power now to restore his property =
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but after I had conveyed it for safety to a dis-.
_tant part of the neighbourhood, it was taken
from my possession Ey some of my accomplices.

« Mr Horan’s servant I must clear; he did
not assist us in the robbery ; on the contrary,
he strove, as much as possible, to preserve his
master's property, and to conceal it from us;
and I commend him for his honesty. And I
think it just to state, on the word of a dying
man, his innocence ; as I have been given to
understgnd it was reported he was concerned
in the plot. 1 again declare, he was not.

¢ 1 mentioned at Mr. Horan’s, that I made
my escape from the gaol of Maryborough, by
the means of Mr. Thomas Clerke, the Gaoler’s
son. I said so; but it was not true.

¢ The unfortunate Michael Fanning, who
now suffers death with me, was never compli-
“cated in any of our (including Whelan) ncfa-:
rious acts of depredation.—Michael Fanning
was not in the robbery with us.” (Fery loud.)

Here Fanning would have spoken, but Grant -
prevented him. :

¢ I never saw the gentleman who. was ac-
. cused, and tried with us for being concerned in*
the robbery, until 1 saw him in the prison,
after I was brought to Maryborough ; he had -
_ no concern with us whatever. .

% Many persons knew what was going for-
ward. We flew from the neighbourhood of Bal-
linakill ; having judged, and I believe rightly,
that four or five persons who knew of the rob-.
‘beries, and received part of the baoty, would
set, and betray us. I have now to declare,
that after all the perils and dangers I have
undergone, I had not’ as much left as would
bury me. . L oL
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™ Mr. George Stecle, whom it was often as-
scrted was my utter enemy, has given me the
means of procuring a coffin. He was an active
magistrate, doingnhis duty; 1, the leader of a
banditti, offending the law. We were often
opposed to each other; at times had some sharp
shooting—(hcre he smiled) but a mutual for-
giveness has taken place—he condescended o
shake me by the hand. I never bore malice to
any man—never lay down in my bed, with a
wish for revenge. I forgive the world—and
hope the world will forgive me.—May Almighty
God pardon my sins ! -

* I had a dispute with a county Tipperary
gentleman (his landlord) and a law-suit ; and
was angry with him for a time—but I long
since forgave the injuries he did me. He i
dead ; and I wish it was in my power to restore
to his family, some papers that were taken from
his house ; “they are buried in the ground, and
I understand they ave of material consequence
to his heir.” o

Here he concluded—and the executioner
performed his office.—The board did not fall
suddenly from under the feet of the convicts,
_ but kepta slanting position, so that they slipped
down—but, though there was no shock, Grant
died without struggle, seemingly without pain.-
They hung for three guarters of an hour, and
their bodies were enclosed in coffins, and deli-
vered to their friends for interment.

"Thus terminated the mortal existence of Je-
remiah Grant, whose name Was long a terror
to the country ; but though he lived a robber
he died a repenting sinner;—though--his life.

4
'
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had been turbulent, in death e was mild, for-
Fving, and resigned. His offences were mani-
old, but his depredations were never marked
by any action of cruclty ; on the cortrary, he
often prevented the exercise of savage ferocity
in others. ‘The crime for which he suffered was
burglary ; the most heinous, no doubt, that
can be commitied agninst society, cxcept mur-
der; for it often leads 1o the commission of
that offence, which God has prohibited in the
Decalogue, by these words, ¢ Thou shalt do no-
murder ;” and afterwards promulges his divine
will thus—¢ He who sheds man’s blood, by man.
shall his blood be shed 37 and had the banditti
of midnight ruffians, which Grant led to the
houses of honest people, met with- resistance,,
homicide on one part or the other, or perhaps
on both, must have been the consequence : he
therefore fell a victim to justice: he had broken
the law repeatedly; his confession, and the
faithful narrative of his life, show the enormity
and the number of his crimes; and he had not
the slightest grounds to presume, nor did he
presume, to expect pardon from the executive
Power. The object of his application was
mercly for a few days’ respite, to enable him,
as far as possible, to make restitution to those
he had plundered. o T
Mavy offences were imputed to Grant, of.
which he was innocent. At the last Summer .
assizes héld at Athy, in the county of Kildare,
a man, named Gorman, was capitally convicted
of a burglary in the dwelling-house of the Rev.
Arthur Murphy, Parish Priest of Kilcock ; and. -
shovtly previous to his execution observed, that.
many ol the daring robberies he had committed, :
at the risk of his life, were given to Captain,

s\
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Grant; and regretted exceedingly that he
should have becn deprived of the honor he was
entitled to.

On the trial, the identity of Carrol Whelan,
as one of the robbers at Mr. Stubber’s, was
proved beyond a doubt. Fanning was convicted
on circumstantial evidence; it %eing- proved,
that part of the plate was found on him, and
that he was going to America.

" Grant was attended in gaol by the Reverend
Mr. O’Neil, parish priest of Maryborough, the
Reverend Mr. Kelly, and the Reverend Mr.
Connor, a Roman Catholic clergyman, The
former gentleman found a Bible in his posses-
sion, and would have substituted a large book,
entitled a Preparation for Death, in its place—
but Grant refused to part with the Bible, and
observed, that ¥ the Preparation for Death”
would require a month to read, when he had
but three days to live. Mr. O‘Connor’s atten-
‘tion to his religious duties, in comforting the
unfortunate man, was unremitting, marked with
charitable tenderness, and a divine benevolence,
highly honorable to him, as a servant to God.
Grant reccived the rites of the Catholic church,
administered by that gentleman. . -

Grant was not unacquainted with points of
religious controversies; he had two near rela-
tives, one a Minister in the Protestant Church,
the other .a Priest, of the Roman Catholic pro-
fession, and he had often been present at their
disputations.
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